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CHAIR’S MESSAGAA E
I trust you are all safeff and
well; I hope you enjoy this
Fen Edge News and it
reminds you of all the
great things our villages
havaa e to offff eff r.rr Likekk many
orgr anisations the Fen Edge
Communitytt Association
(FECA)AA has transitioned

successfuff lly to Zoom meetings. The AGAA M went
ahead on 14 Mayaa and the Members voted to adopt
a new Constitution as well as appoint offff iff cers and
trustees. The only real diffff eff rence was the lack of
refreshments and nibbles that are usually part of
the meeting – it was very much BYOYY !
This year has been an immensely frustrating and
diffff iff cult time foff r communitytt grorr ups and
associations.VaVV rious events such as the Fun Run
havaa e been cancelled which is very disappointing foff r
the people who havaa e put so much into the
orgr anisation. But we havaa e also seen the
importance of communitytt grorr ups in kekk eping people
connected and our member grorr ups will havaa e an
especially important rorr le in restoring some of the
regular activities and communitytt aspects of lifeff in
our villages.
The big news foff r this report is that we havaa e
decided to commit to a Fen Edge Festival in June
2021. I know a lot of people are already looking
foff rwrr ard to the event as one that will mark the
communitytt coming together in a reassuringly
faff miliar foff rmat. That is the aim. A lot of planning
and work will now takekk havaa e to takekk place against
the back-drorr p of continued uncertaintytt about the
Covid-19 situation. In that contextxx , I would likekk to
put out a general plea foff r anyone who would likekk

to be part of the Orgr anising Committtt ee to step
foff rwrr ard. It is a great team and it is very rewarding
to be part of a grorr up that is committtt ed to giving
back to the communitytt .yy Please let me know if you
are interested via chair@feff nedge.co.uk. WeWW are
particularly kekk en to hear frorr m anyone frorr m
Willingham, Landbeach, Rampton andWaWW terbeach
to ensure that those villages are represented and
included, and anyone who has any particular skills
or passions that could be usefuf l.
Lastly,yy I want to express my thanks foff r the ongoing
work and support of the Committtt ee. It is a very
effff eff ctive team. Despite the obvious challenges, the
year has been a very satisfyff ing one foff r FECA. WeWW
havaa e again grorr wn our membership.WeWW now havaa e 70
member orgr anisations (w(( hich compares to 61 this
time last year)r . The work on the Fen Edge News,
Facebook pages and website means that FECA is
able to prorr mote Members’ activities and prorr vide
usefuff l infoff rmation to the communitytt .yy WeWW are very
pleased to be able to support a number of grorr ups
and charities with grants this year.rrWeWW fuff nded grants
with a value of £8,462 with several more signififf cant
prorr jects in the pipeline.
Thank you foff r your support.
Neil Gough, Chair

FRORR MTHETREASURER
History has shown thataa in times of crisis people pull
together,rr and it’s’ been amazing to see examples of
thataa happening now within our communities: people
helping others where theyee can, shopping foff r elderly
neighbours, helping the isolataa ed stayaa connected and
by rallying together to supportrr businesses who are
trying to stayaa aflff oataa in uncertr ain times.
The importance of supporting your local shops,
trades and services is so important right now.ww
YoYY ur support of local businesses means you’re
helping a faff mily and maintaining your community.yy
On thataa note, I’d’ likekk to publicly thank our many
advertr isers foff r their continued supportr – we
couldn’t’ prorr duce the Fen Edge Newee s without them.
BobTuTT rner,rr TrTT easurer



EDITORIAL COMMENT
Please visit our online calendar (feff nedge.co.uk/kk events-calendar/rr ) foff r the most up-to-date events
infoff rmation. Member orgr anizations are welcome to send events to me to go in this calendar at any time.
Gentle readers, this edition has been delayaa ed by about a month from its normal schedule.That delayaa
allowed the adult education pages (see the centre) to be included, albeit reduced in size. As I couldn’t’
predict the response from orgr anizations that are not meeting foff r the foff reseeable future, I also askekk d foff r
and received contributions that give some insight into their backgk round or history.yy
I hope you enjoy this edition’s’ mix of the usual and unusual!
Adrian Stephens, editor@feff nedge.co.uk

COTTENHAM CHARITIES
Grants foff r household and disabilitytt items
Cotttt enham Charities prorr vides
accommodation in 7 almshouses, manages
the allotments in the village and gives
grants to those in need.
WeWW havaa e funds avaa ailable foff r low-income
and disabled Cotttt enham residents foff r
household and disabilitytt items.
Applications can be considered
throrr ughout the year.rr During the last year
grants havaa e been given to repair a stair
liftff , purchase a mobilitytt scooter,rr prorr vide
replacement carpeting and flooring, and
replace various kitchen appliances that
faff milies would not otherwrr ise havaa e been
able to affff off rd–including a fridge, a cookekk r,rr
a washing machine and a freezer.rr
Cotttt enham Charities can also give
support to elderly frail residents who
would likekk the assurance of a Communitytt
Lifeff line alarm but are put offff by the cost
of installing and renting the system.
ToTT makekk an application please contact
Malcolm Dee on 01954 250387
or complete the grant application foff rm
avaa ailable at wwww www .wwcotttt enhamcharities.co.uk

COTOO TENHAM GUIDES,
BRORR WOO NIESAND RARR INBOWOO S
WeWW hope you are all well. It’s a strange time
as we should havaa e enjoyed pack holidayaa s
and summer camps, said goodbye and hello
to girls, been grateful it is the end of term
and ready foff r the summer break. Sadly,yy we
havaa e had none of those.
Guiding will return – we don’t know when
and quite how,ww but we will and when we do,
we will all pull together to makekk it happen.
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ALL SAINTS' CHURCH
COTTENHAM WITH RAMPTON
At All Saints' we understand that lifeff has been
diffff eff rent during lockdown.WeWW know that even
during these diffff icult times, a child still arrives, a
marriage can begin or a lifeff mayaa end.WeWW are still
here foff r you in your community; so if you would
likekk to give thanks foff r the safeff arrival of a new
baby,yy a new commitment in marriage or to give
thanks foff r the lifeff of someone who has died, just

ask. Ring Revd. LyLL nda Davaa ies 01954 583651 and we
will ensure you can still mark these lifeff events in a
special wayaa .yy

WeWW are still working towards how we can safeff ly
reopen the church foff r normal services, but in the
meantime, why not pop down foff r some private
prayaa er or fulfil your spiritual needs by foff llowing
our online services? For more infoff rmation either
go to our website www.ww allsaintscottenham.orgr .uk
or foff llow us on Facebook.

COTTENHAM COLTLL S FC

As this is written, the club continues in lockdown.
Despite a relaxation of training guidelines by the
FAFF , we havaa e decided not to restart just yet.

Havaa ing ceased all activity in March, we reflect on
another successful Colts season.This season sawaa
our first ever under-rr 18 (U18) side compete in the
A league.An U7 team led by Simon Rose had a
real chance of winning the league, but events took
over.rr Despite this, we
hope that this team will
become our stepping
stone and transition
pathwayaa into adult teams.

Our popular Mondayaa
night Soccer School
continues to flourish. Our
girls-only FAFF Wildcats
programme is now
bearing fruit resulting in
our new U12 and U9
girls’ teams.WeWW havaa e 2

Cottenham girls currently attending the
FAFF /Cambridgeshire FAFF Advanced Coaching Centre
foff r Girls (entry level pathwayaa to England youth
and senior feff male sides); and expect 2 more of our
Wildcats about to foff llow suit.

All our teams from U18 down to U7 continue to
represent the village.WeWW thank all our coaches and
parents foff r their hard work across the season.
Sadly,yy due to the pandemic, we had to cancel our
renowned annual 5-a-side tournament which, not
only is feff ast of foff otball, but is also our major
fundraising event of the year.rr The club has been hit
financially too and we are working to recoup these
losses via grants from national sporting bodies. On
a positive, the club was one of the first in
Cambridgeshire to pass its Annual FAFF Charter
Standard Health-check to confirm we offff eff r the
highest standards of foff otball, coaching, and
safeff guarding assurance.A number of coaches havaa e
takekk n part in many learning webinars during

lockdown, including online mental health
courses.WeWW thank all our current generous
sponsors with special mention to
Cottenham Co-op foff r their faff ntastic spend
and reward scheme.Any business interested
in sponsoring us would be greatly
appreciated.WeWW would love to hear from
any new playaa ers, male or feff male, who are
interested in joining us.

Davaa id Burkekk tt, Lead Coach, Email
d.burkekk tt07@icloud.com Mobile 07512
245443, Facebook “CottenhamUnitedColts”

Under 18 team
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COTTENHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
WeWW are a faff mily church situated on the High Street
in Cottenham.WeWW normally meet in the building
every Sundayaa at 10.30am, but due to the current
situation we havaa e been meeting on Zoom each
week at this time instead.WeWW welcome people to
join us and foff r more details of how to join on
Zoom, any changes to our meeting, or if you need
help or prayaa er please go to our website
(www.ww cottenhambaptist.orgr .uk)kk , find us on
Facebook or call us on 01954 252378.
WeWW continue to run the foff odbank every
WeWW dnesdayaa from 1.30pm–2.30pm. If you need to
use this faff cility please bring a red voucher along
with you, and come with a faff cemask as these will
need to be worn while picking up foff od.

COTTENHAM CARECAR
At the time of writing (mid-J- uly), we are only able
to do urgr ent medical journeys, such as to Accident
and Emergr ency and Local Doctors.

With 80% of our drivers being over 70, and still
lockekk d down, we are leftff with just 4 drivers able to
assist, subject to strict Covid precautions.This
situation is unlikekk ly to change befoff re early next
year at the best.

From 12 March this year,rr when everything closed
down, we havaa e had no requests foff r help from our
client list whatsoever; it seems they are all very
sensible and compliant people.

Anyone with new a Hospital or Doctor’s
appointment should contact us on 07731 639799
and we will alwayaa s see what we can do. Do not
call if you havaa e Covid-19 symptoms.

Anyone who wants to know about volunteering is
also very welcome to call!!

COTTENHAM COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST
WeWW aim to build locally-affff off rdable homes around
Cottenham village.ToTT be locally-affff off rdable they
havaa e to cost their occupiers no more than 3 or 4
times their household income, not the 6 to 8
times required by the ‘affff off rdable’ homes being
built in the village.

It is a challenge, requiring co-operation of the
land-owner,rr architects, developers, builders and
government to makekk the finances work.WeWW
thought we had our first scheme ready to run late
last year but some technical diffff iculties drove the
costs out of our reach and invalidated our grant
from Homes England.
Then, Covid-19 changed everything foff r many of us;
although Cottenham’s low population density,yy
good housing and access to the countryside has
helped us avaa oid the traumatic experience of many
less foff rtunate. Mayaa be we can makekk that
opportunity avaa ailable to more.
WeWW havaa e new exciting possibilities we hope to
move foff rwrr ard later this year,rr especially if the
government reinstates or extends funds foff r
community-led housing through Homes England,
the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined
Authority and others.
WeWW wish Simon Oliver,rr who joined us as a TrTT ustee
last year but has had to step down, success in his
new challenge in Ireland.
KeKK ep up to date via our Facebook page -
Cottenham Community Land TrTT ust.
Or drop us a line at admin@cottenhamclt.orgr .uk

FIRS HOUSE AND TELEGRAPH
STREET PPG
It seems a long time since we last met as a PPG
(Patient Participation Group), at the beginning of
March.The world has changed foff r us all with the
spread of Covid-19 and we havaa e all had to re-adjust
to a diffff eff rent wayaa of lifeff . For us as a PPG, it has
meant that we will not be orgr anising any
communitytt health infoff rmation events foff r the time
being, even though Government guidelines on social
distancing are gradually being eased.
Although we havaa e not been able to meet as a group
in the usual wayaa ,yy we havaa e kekk pt in touch with the
Practice via shorter monthly Zoom meetings with a
senior GP Partner and the Practice Manager.rr
If there are any matttt ers you would likekk us to include
in our virtual PPG meetings, or you havaa e any
comments or queries, you can contact us by
emailing: ppgfirshouse@gmail.com. In the meantime,
stayaa well and stayaa safeff .
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Scotsdales Garden Centre
Horningsea, Cambridge

CB25 9JG
Tel: 01223 863908

www.orchard-mobility.co.uk
Monday to Saturday 9 am - 5 pm

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, RISER/RECLINER CHAIRS, BEDS,
WALKERS, FOOTWEAR, TOILET & BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN &

HOUSEHOLD AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS, STAIRLIFTS
AND MUCH MORE

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
EQUIPMENT HIRE, SERVICING AND REPAIR 

FRIENDLY AND CONSIDERATE SERVICE GUARANTEED
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COTTENHAM UNITED FC
When the coronavaa irus brought a premature end
to the 2019/20 fixtures, with as many as one third
of the games remaining, Cottenham United’s 1st

team were enjoying their best season foff r quite a
feff w years.The new management team of Chris
Hancock and Carl Thurlbourne had really got the
squad motivated, playaa ing with grit and
determination.The final, points-per-rr game based
table sawaa them finish in seventh position in
KeKK rshawaa Senior A, but well placed to move
several places higher.rr During Luke Cox’s final
term in charge, our Reserves had a much tougher
time, but finished safeff from the drop in eleventh
in Mead Plant & Grab 3A.WeWW are hoping the side
will continue to progress under the new
leadership team of Harry WeWW st,Adam Phillips and
Martin Carter.rr

At the time of writing, the Covid-19 rules havaa e
eased to allow full-squad, competitive training and
pre-season friendly games in August.The League
programme is scheduled to start on Saturdayaa 5
September foff r the 1st team and Saturdayaa 12
September foff r the Reserves so let’s hope no
further spikekk s arise to jeopardize all these plans.

TrTT aining sessions foff r both squads are taking place
weekly,yy 6.30–8.00pm, Mondayaa s and WeWW dnesdayaa s
on the faff r field at the Recreation Ground, offff
Lambs Lane. Please do come along if you are
interested in playaa ing – you’ll be assured of a
warm and friendly reception.

Please contact us by email at
cottenhamunitedfcff @hotmail.com, by using the
twitter accounts @cottenham_fcff or
@chrishancock7 or via the foff llowing email
addresses:

1st team: Chris Hancock
chris.hancock@cheffff ins.co.uk

Reserves: Harry WeWW st Hwest0235@gmail.com

Also, if any individuals or businesses would likekk to
support us by getting involved with sponsorship,
again please email or tweet Stuart Bakekk r
squeezefoff otball@gmail.com, @squeezefoff otball.

Club WeWW bsite:
www.ww pitchero.com/clubs/cottenhamunited

COTTENHAM CRICKET CLUB
WeWW ll, what a dreadfuff l Spring and Summer this has been
in so many wayaa s! AfAA tff er England’s’ faff ntasticWoWW rld Cup
victory last year,rr which had such a thrilling fiff nish at
Lord’s’ , and then an exciting Ashes series that prorr vided an
amazing Ben Stokekk s winning innings at Headingley,yy this
was going to be the Summer when we were anticipating
that both young and old(er)r would havaa e been really
enthused to either start playaa ing, or re-engage with, our
wonderfrr uf l game.
Sadly,yy of course, it wasn’t’ to be.The pandemic scuppered
all our pre-season plans foff r both our junior and senior
teams; all our subsequent League and Cup fiff xtxx ures were
cancelled. It was such a massive disappointment foff r us all
at the Club.As I write, with the Covid-19 rules relaxing
somewhat, the Cambridgeshire Crickekk t Association has
arranged a handfuff l of games foff r our 1st XI in August. It
will not be crickekk t as we know it – including ball cleaning
every 20 minutes, social distancing, batsmen running in
defiff ned areas, no teas prorr vided – but at least it’s’
something. Even so, there are so many other logistical
challenges hosting these matches that it remains to be
seen how many will actually happen!
WeWW must wish our scientists, world-wide, the very,yy very
best of luck in fiff nding a safeff and effff eff ctive treatment foff r
this virus so that, kekk eping everytyy hing crorr ssed, we can
look foff rwrr ard to things returning to, something likekk
normalitytt in 2021. Let’s’ hope so.
It has been very strange watchingTeTT st crickekk t onTV with
the playaa ers emergr ing frorr m their Covid-tested bubbles to
playaa in frorr nt of emptytt stadiums. Despite this, the crickekk t
has been exciting to watch and it’s’ good to see theWeWW st
Indies on the up again.With Pakistan to come, it should
continue to be fuf n.
So here at Cotttt enham CC, we are now looking foff rwrr ard
to nextxx year.rrWeWW will, as ever,rr be looking to run both
junior and senior sides and are alwayaa s delighted to
welcome new playaa ers. If you are interested in getttt ing
involved, do please contact the Club to check out what’s’
happening.Also, if you’re new to the village, or just
wanting to playaa more locally,yy we’ll be equally delighted to
hear frorr m you. Please just get in touch and kekk ep an eye
on our website. Stayaa safeff everyone.
Contacts: Email: cotttt enhamcc@yahoo.co.uk
Secretary: Davaa id Chaplin (01954 250075)
Chairman: Ralph Lamble (01954 250313)
JuniorTeTT ams Coordinators: Davaa e Partridge (01954
203210) and Alan Ravaa en (01954 250388)
WeWW bsite: wwww www .wwcotttt enham.playaa -crickekk t.com
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SUSTATT INABLE
COTTENHAM
Cut down your foff od
waste – it’s a win, win
Reducing foff od waste savaa es
money and is one of the
most effff eff ctive wayaa s we can
cut our carbon emissions
and combat climate change.
One positive knock-on effff eff ct of the lockdown has
been that people across the UK havaa e been
managing their foff od better,rr cutting the
throwing-out of the most wasted foff ods (potatoes,
bread, chickekk n and milk)kk by over a third [WRAP
survey April 2020].
Food waste challenge – But we need to do
better! October will see the launch of South
Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge
Sustainable Food’s foff od waste challenge.There
will be online cookekk ry workshops, recipes, talks
and storytelling, and support foff r you and your
faff mily to reduce your foff od waste.YoYY u’ll be guided
through how to measure your foff od waste and
your foff od foff otprint, together with introductions
to some top local chefsff , their faff vaa ourite recipes
and tips foff r reducing foff od waste.
Sustainable Cottenham ECO EATAA S is partnered
with CSF’s year-rr long Food foff r Our Future
campaign to reduce all aspects of our carbon
foff od-prints.WaWW tch our website foff r updates on
the foff od waste challenge
www.ww sustainablecottenham.org.uk
Go to our website too to check out our growing
Eco Eats resource of tips and recipes. More
contributions of planet friendly foff od ideas
welcome - send us yours! Email to
chris@sustainablecottenham.org.uk
How to prevent foff od waste, tips & recipes –
from Lucy Robinson, Chef, Stickies Pop-up Cafeff
I’ve alwayaa s been a bit neurotic about not wasting
foff od, but the recent lockdown lifeff change has
made this even more crucial.
Start out by sorting your freezer.rr Clean it out
and makekk a plan of when you will eat up the

contents. If you havaa e a chest freezer write a list
of what’s in it. YoYY u mayaa find you can live offff the
contents foff r the next month! From now on try
to only freeze things in portion sizes that will feff ed
your faff mily rather than over-rr filling and havaa ing to
throw awaa ayaa anything at the end of the meal.
During lockdown, when the fridge was full up
aftff er a big foff od shop, I was constantly checking
what was in my fridge and how long I had on ‘best
befoff re’ dates to makekk sure nothing would be leftff
to go offff . Menu plans are good but be flexible. If
something needs eating up tomorrow then swap
meals around so nothing goes in the bin.
Here are just a feff w ideas to use leftff overs. A lentil
curry works faff ntastically as a flavaa oursome base,
can takekk all sorts of diffff eff rent vegetables and also
freezes well. Add your root vegetables at the
beginning of cooking with spices and add your
green vegetables at the end.
WeWW havaa e an ‘ifit’ meal about once a foff rtnight.
This is the name my partner calls a dish of
leftff overs. If it’s in the fridge it’s going in! Usually
a pasta sauce with slow cooked tomatoes, onion,
garlic and rosemary,yy grated courgette and any
leftff over roasted vegetables. It usually turns out
so good that he complains I havaa en’t written down
the recipe!
Bananas are my faff vaa ourite use-up foff od.When the
skins go brown, I alwayaa s slice them onto a trayaa
lined with parchment and put them in the freezer.rr
When they’re frozen solid, peel them offff and bag
up ready to use.They makekk the creamiest, healthy
ice cream, blended up with a little cacao powder,rr
cinnamon and oat milk. Find the recipe here:
www.ww sustainablecottenham.org.uk/kk eco-eats
Parsley,yy mint and hazelnuts makekk a delicious
pesto. Also try using rockekk t in pesto to replace
some of the basil. Pesto is great to add to kids’
meals foff r a quick flavaa our boost. Stir it into
leftff over couscous, rice or quinoa. Add a little oil
to your pesto to use as a salad dressing.
There are just so many ideas and variations, the
list is endless, but try to get creative with your
leftff overs and please don’t waste anything.
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•
VeVV ry experienced and

reliable tuition

•
Classical training; jazz

and pop repertoire

•
Beginners to ABRSM Grade 8+

•
Consistently impressive exam results

•
Annual pupils’ concert

•
Tuition in pupil’s home

•
Concessionary rates

Richard Smith

BMus MMus PhD

“teaching music, teaching the piano,

teaching an individual”

Hist/Imp, Cottenham, Rampton, Willinghg am

01954 260135 blomsmith@aol.com

Teacher profiff le at: musicteachers.co.uk

Piano Tuition

Boiler Installations
Bathroom Installations
Underfloor Heating Installations
Central Heating Installations
Boiler Servicing
Gas Safety Checks / Landlords
Boiler Breakdown
Emergency Call-outs

Mobile: 07496 503 770
Office: 01954 781 478
drakehandp@icloud.com

Facebook.com/drakehandp
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COTOO TENHAM GARDENERS’ CLUB
Like almost everything else, gardening club activities
were shut down in March. This meant that our last
meeting was the AGM at the end of February, when
we were looking foff rwrr ard to a year of new speakers
and outings. It now seems likely that the club will
not resume this year,rr so we hope that the
programme can simply be put back by a year – a
pleasure defeff rred!
Members of the gardening club maintain the gardens
at Cottenham Libraryrr and the Community Centre,
but with the closure of these buildings and the
lockdown this too ceased. By the time the Libraryrr
called to ask foff r the grass to be mown, it was looking
rather beautiful – full of wildflowers and buzzing
insects! It will be a while befoff re work parties get back
to normal and these gardens are fully tended.
As someone with a garden, I feff lt veryrr luckykk to have it
during lockdown. We also have a vegetable plot, like
an allotment, nearby,yy and were able to disappear
there foff r exercise and variety.yy Both spaces are
looking better than they ever have! While it was
closed, Oakington Garden Centre delivered
compost, which enabled me to carryrr out projects
always intended, but neglected until now.
Many people have increased their gardening activities
during lockdown; some may have started gardening
foff r the first time. At the gardening club we are
hoping to welcome some new members to our
meetings once they start again. As soon as decisions
are made, we will let everyrr one know all the club
details, and dates of meetings. Rest assured that any
subscriptions paid at the AGM will be carried
foff rwrr ard to next year.rr In the meantime, I hope you
can enjoy your gardens and the countryrr side. We look
foff rwrr ard to seeing everyrr one as soon as we are able.
For any further infoff rmation please contact
Sarah Dumont, TeTT l: 01954 260482

THE COTTENHAM CLUB
The Cottenham Club is open Friday and Saturday
evenings frff om 7.30pm.
Due to the current Covid-19 regulations, we have
arranged the seating areas to maintain social
distancing, hand sanitiser is available and we ask all
visitors to provide their name and telephone number
foff r ‘track and trace’ purposes.

Non-members are welcome, however,rr when busy,yy
members will take priority because we have a limit of
40 people. Drinks are reasonably priced and the bar
is cash or card. We have seating in the beer garden at
the back of the Club.
Please come along and enjoy an evening with us.
Check our Facebook page
(www.faff cebook.com/thecottenhamclub) foff r planned
events and changes to our opening hours.
198 High Street, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8RXRR

CYCLING WITHOUT AGE
ThTT ink globallyll ,yy act locallyll could be a maxim foff r many
community groups. As the newest group in the Fen
Edge Community Association, Cycling without Age
Cottenham is veryrr much aware of its global links and
we plan to get active within our local community.yy
Our group will offff eff r cycle rides with an
intergr enerational connection to older people in the
area around Cottenham. Covid-19 put the brakes on
our start-up plans. But since late May,yy we have been
meeting virtually to adapt to the situation we are in,
drawing inspiration frff om the ways Cycling without
Age groups around the world have foff und ways to
resume their activity.yy
Cycling without Age started in Copenhagen,
Denmark, in 2012, and uses specially built cycle
rickshaws (trishaws) operated by volunteer pilots to
give rides to older people in and around their local
community.yy The trishaws are motor assisted, the
speeds are gentle, and the pilots are encouraged to
develop conversation as well as allowing their
passengers to feff el the wind in their hair.rr
The Cycling without Age movement operates in 50
countries with 2,200 local chapters each operating
independently.yy Cycling without Age Cottenham was
foff rmally established as a voluntaryrr orgr anisation in
Februaryrr this year.rr We welcome help and interest
frff om all sections of the community,yy as there are
many aspects to the work.
Once we have funded and purchased our trishaw, we
will be seeking to recruit and train pilots, foff cusing on
safeff ty and the distinctive conversational ethos of the
movement. If you would like to help with any aspect
of this, please get in touch by email
(graham@cyclingwithoutage.orgr .uk)kk or via our
Facebook page (CWAWW CambridgeUK). Follow us on
Facebook foff r details of any events.



INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL

ADVDD ICE IS BEST

Free Consultation. No obligation.

That’s the understanding when you talk to Nigel

Bolitho about how to make your fiff nances work to

your best advantage. Get the benefiff t of his wide

experience in all invnn estment matters

Pensions Savaa ings Investmentsnn

Protection  Tax Avoidance

FoFF r sound, independent advdd ice on all your

invnn estment plans, talk to Nigel Bolitho

FREE CONSULTATAA ION

NO OBLIGATAA ION

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Mitchell House, High Street, Cottenham
TeTT l: (01954) 251521

Email: ncfbff 007@gmail.com
web: wwww www .bvmoney.com

SeSS rvices
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FECA IN COTTENHAM
COTTENHAM VILLAGE SOCIETY
Local shops then and now

During the last feff w months of lockdown we havaa e
come to rely on our local shops more as well as
deliveries to our doorstep. Even as faff r back as
medieval times there would be a feff w local people
who provided items that the rest of the villagers
did not make themselves: smith, carpenter,rr tailor
and baker.rr In the early 19th century feff w shops
existed in villages. Most villagers relied as much as
they could on their own produce. Those with
allotments sold or swapped their surplus foff od;
some labourers would buy produce direct from
the faff rms. In Cottenham there were many
faff rmers; some of their produce would be sold in
Cambridge. The villagers relied on travaa ellers and
pedlars who came to the village foff r things like
cloth and household necessities, faff ncy goods,
crockery and pots. There were tinkers who called
to repair pans and sharpen knives and scissors

By the mid-19th century,yy grocer’s shops began to
appear in larger villages; included in their stock
was tea, coffff ee and sugar – luxury items. They
also carried non-perishable foff od stuffff and
household goods. In 1851 Cottenham Supply
Stores was open on the corner of Lambs Lane. In
1901 the owner stocked many household goods
including mangles and bath tubs. It became a
drapery store foff r many years, then a car show
room, closing in 1990. In the late 19th century
Cottenham had bakers and butchers who
delivered their goods to your door.rr The village
had a cobbler,rr dressmaker,rr tailor,rr carpenter,rr
blacksmith and possibly bricklayaa er.rr Cottenham had
its own brickwkk orks foff r a short while.

In the early 20th century more shops appeared in
Cottenham.There was a laundry at Green End
between 1909 and 1916. Mr and Mrs Thodayaa had a
grocer shop by the green, which burnt down in
1931. They made their own fizzy drinks. Bennet
harness makers had their business in the High
Street foff r more than foff ur generations. Badcock’s
grocery shop in Corbett Street started just aftff er
the First WoWW rld WaWW r.rr They were still delivering
locally up to the beginning of the 1960s.

In 1916 (according to KeKK lly’s directory) there were
4 butchers, 5 grocers, a furniture dealer,rr 3 boot and
shoemakers or repairers, 2 plumbers, 3
blacksmiths, a dairyman, hairdresser,rr 3 bakers, 2
watchmakers, basketmaker,rr blacksmith,
photographer,rr 2 shopkeepers one of whom baked,
a builder,rr a printer who was a general contractor
foff r painting, building and carpentry.yy However,rr the
main traders of the village are reflected in the
number of faff rmers and market gardeners
advertising in the commercial section. Mr Coles
the baker was operating in 1916 and his faff mily
were still delivering bread in the early 1960s. In
1916 Mr Ingle advertised in KeKK lly’s directory as a
carpenter,rr builder,rr undertaker and wheelwright.
His business was started by his foff rebears in the
1830s. Mr Haird was a cycle maker and repairer in
1916; this later became a garage with the evolution
of the motor car.rr Murfitt’s the watchmaker was in
the High Street from 1846 to 1920s.

One of the shops still existing is the Co-op which
has been on its present site (though not the same
building) since 1905, when it took over the
business of James Male. Cottenham has had a post
offff ice since 1843 moving to various places in the
High Street, sometimes in shops selling other
goods, as it does todayaa .yy In 1916, Mr Holdgate ran
the post offff ice and was the chemist in the same
building. The chemist’s shop then moved to its
present site where previous pharmacists havaa e been
Cyril Hills and Ronald Macbeth. Cottenham
Library has move from various places. It used to
be in the old school in Margett Street, then into
Cottenham Village College and finally back to
Margett Street in a new building. At one time
books could be borrowed foff r a small feff e from the
Ideal Library in the High Street where the fish and
chip shop is now sited. Nibby Carter’s sweets and
tobacconist shop in the 1950s is now Costcutter.rr
Shaun’s newsagent has been a newsagent since at
least the early 20th century.yy WeWW still havaa e a
butchers run by the Gawaa throup faff mily and Barkers
bake and sell in the village.

Glynis Pilbeam – Cottenham Village Society

cottenhamvillagesociety.yy wordpress.com



TUESDAYS
HISTON
Baptist Church

THURSDAYS
COTTENHAM
The Cottenham Club

*** BOOKING ESSENTIAL ***

For further information:
Call Karen Newell - 07742 6809644
Email: karenjaynenewell@gmail.coom
FB: Slimming World Cottenham & Histon

slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000

www.ellen-cccccolliier.co.uk
Associate meeembeeeerrrr ooooffff AAAAAGGGGGGRRRRRAAAAA

enquiries@@@eeeeellllllleeeeennnn-cccccollier.co.uk
Get in toouchhh foff r a ffffree consultation:

01223 299000000 136

• Learn aabout your ancestorrrrrrsssss’’’’’ llliiiiveeeeesssss
• Find thhe truth beeeeehhhhhhiiiiindddd a ffffaff mily mythhhhh
• A greatt giftff foff r a ssssspecial occasion
• Researcch tailooooored foff r you

FaFF milyll hisii tott ryrr
rerr searcrr h
yy

Bringggiiiiinnnngggg youuuuurrr faff mily hhhhhistorrrrry to lifeff
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

COFFEE SHOP REOPENS
The Cotttt enham Communitytt Centrerr Coffff eff e Shop will be
rerr -opening on Monday 7 September with a grerr at menu
and new timetable, and thanks to the hardrr work of
trustees and staffff .ff Thererr will be new Covid-19
arrangements in place; your patience will be much
apprerr ciated when we rerr open.
The Coffff eff e Shop will initially be open frff om 10am–1pm
Monday to Friday.yy Once we are comfoff rtable with our
new procedures and set up, we will add Saturday
opening times. Please keep a close eye on the website
or Facebook page foff r more details. We are also hoping
that a feff w functions will take place in the Community
Centre befoff re then, such as knitting group meetings and
the Community Cinema will show its first film of the
season on Sunday 23 August.
The new normal –-The Coffff eff e Shop will look and feff el
quite diffff eff rerr nt and, subject to changing Government
advice, thererr will be feff wer tables and chairs available foff r
our customers as we all foff llow the Social Distancing Rules.
Entryrr to the Coffff eff e Shop will be only throrr ugh the door at
the top of the slope to the side of the Centrerr , not up the
steps at the frff orr nt of the Communitytt Centrerr ; thererr will be
hand sanitiser stations to use on entryrr .yy YoYY u will be met by
a member of the team who will takekk a lead name and
contact details foff r "track-kk and-trace" purposes and give you
a table number.rr A clearly markekk d one-way system will be
in place. Ordrr ers will be takekk n at the till point, as usual, you
should then move to your table and your ordrr er will be
servrr ed to you thererr . Contactless cardrr payment will be
prerr feff rrerr d over cash.
The Coffff eff e Shop will also be offff eff ring takekk away ordrr ers;
you will be rerr quirerr d to stand in a designated arerr a and to
wear a faff ce mask while waiting foff r your ordrr er to be filled.
ToTT rerr servrr e a table or to place a takekk away ordrr er you can
call us on 01954 202109 during opening hours only.yy
EVENTS
Community Cinema – Sundayaa s 23 August, 13
September,rr 4 October,rr 1 November,rr 6 December
Films startrr s at 7.30pm each time.
Funds and membership – WeWW still have significant
overheads and increrr ased costs while our income foff r this

year will be lower because of the closurerr . WeWW welcome
your supportrr and suggest that you become a member of
the Communitytt Centrerr . YoYY ur membership cardrr will makekk
the contact details prorr cess much quickekk r on entryrr .yy
Membership is just £10 foff r an individual with a loyaltytt
bonus of a frff err e beverage aftff er you have bought ten drinks.
YoYY u will also get a 10% discount on one-offff rorr om hirerr .
Please download a membership foff rm hererr :
wwww www .ww cotttt enhamcc.orgr /membership/
VoVV lunteers – WeWW will need morerr VoVV lunteers. Please
consider becoming partrr of the team at the Coffff eff e Shop,
meet people and improrr ve your skills. WeWW ekly or less
rerr gular volunteers welcomed. Come and have a chat with
Jane, our manager TeTT l: 01954 202109 or
manager@rr cotttt enhamcc.orgr
Classes – WeWW hope that some of our classes will also
rerr -commence in early September.rr Of course, social
distancing and clean equipment and hand sanitisation etc
will be needed. Many classes may be at the same time as
befoff rerr , but some will be at a slightly diffff eff rerr nt time so do
check with the class leader first.
For details of our many classes foff r young and old alikekk on
each day and evening, see “classes” on our website
wwww www .ww cotttt enhamcc.orgr /classes/ (w(( hererr you will find times
and contact details) or under “Function Rooms”, then
rerr feff r to the rorr om (hall, studio or coffff eff e shop) booking
calendars to see if they arerr taking place at the moment
and if so at what time. Some classes have spaces and thererr
may be some new classes.
Room Hirerr – Thererr arerr threrr e rorr oms (main hall, studio,
coffff eff e shop) foff r hirerr (Covid-19 rerr strictions apply)yy foff r
running a class, activitytt or partrr ytt .yy Full foff od catering and/or a
bar may be possible. The hall is also grerr at foff r businesses to
use foff r training or meetings. Full entertrr ainment licence held.
We chargr e foff r using these faff cilities, but we are keen to
encourage community activities and would be flexible
towards orgr anisations looking to tryrr out new
community projects.
For other enquiries visit wwww www .ww cotttt enhamcc.orgr or
email: bookings@cotttt enhamcc.orgr
Please do not come to the Communitytt Centrerr if you
feff el at all unwell.



MORRIS & CO
Chartered Accountants

• a personal accounts and tax service based in Co�enham 

• business advice to help you recover from the COVID‐19 crisis

• accounting solu�ons to help you monitor your business in real‐�me

Contact: Linda Barnes BFP FCA
eMail: Linda.Barnes@Morris4Co.com
Mobile: 07920 096501
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LANDBEACH TITHE BARN TRUST
Why is the Tithe Barn so special?

Tithe Barns are increasingly
rare in the UK and this is one
of just a handful of buildings of
its type remaining in
Cambridgeshire.The Tithe Barn
in Landbeach is unique with so
many historic feff atures such as
a thatched roof, elm timber frame, timber granary
and brick threshing floor.rr Experts believe the barn
mayaa well date to the medieval period.

The Tithe Barn TrTT ust is a small charity which
protects and cares foff r the Tithe Barn.WeWW receive
no government funding. It costs £19 per dayaa to run
and maintain the listed Tithe Barn.The Tithe Barn
TrTT ust’s mission is ‘Ensuring the long-term survival
of the rare and ancient Tithe Barn, by breathing
new lifeff into the site, foff r everyone to enjoy.yy’

WeWW need your help to continue. Become a Friend
of the Tithe Barn TrTT ust todayaa .yy In return, you will
receive an invitation to events each year,rr regular
E-newsletters and discounted Barn hire.YoYY ur
membership will help protect and maintain this
special Grade II listed Tithe Barn.

Visit www.ww tithebarntrust.orgr .uk/kk join-get-involved/
become-a-member/ to find out more.

Looking foff r a unique location?

Did you know that you can hire the Tithe Barn foff r
a private event, such as a small gathering? Originally
a rustic faff rm building, the Barn now makekk s a
charming historic venue set in a secluded location.

Get in touch to fiff nd out more at
wwww www .wwtithebarntrust.orgr .uk/kk v// enue-hire/w// eddings-and-
special-events

UpcomingTithe Barn Events

OurTithe Barn events range frorr m Picnics to
Outdoor Gym, so there really is something foff r
everyone. Come along and see the uniqueTithe Barn
foff r yourself.ff WeWW are closely foff llowing Government
advice regarding Covid-19, so please do check
wwww www .wwtithebarntrust.orgr .uk/kk learning/gg 2020-events/
regularly foff r updates.

Sataa urdrr ayaa 19 September,rr 11am–5pm
Heritage Open Dayaa ,yy at theTithe Barn, Free entry

See the newly repaired unique Grade II listed
timber-rr frameTithe Barn and enjoy the surrorr unding
green space.

Sataa urdrr ayaa 14 November,rr 9.30am–12.30pm
Outdoor Gym, at theTithe Barn, Free Entry

Get active and involved and help us tidy the hedge
and meadow strip to theTithe Barn. Led by our very
own Landscape Architect and Horticulturalist. No
experience necessary.yy

How to fiff nd theTithe Barn –The gate entrance
is opposite No 2WaWW terbeach Road, Landbeach,
Cambridge, CB25 9FAFF .WaWW lk along the uneven grass
track. By train, it is a 1.7-mile walk frorr mWaWW terbeach
Station. On cycle or by foff ot, see our website foff r a
2.8-mile cycle and foff otpath rorr ute map frorr m North
Cambridge and surrorr unding villages. By bus,
infrequent No. 9 Stagecoach or Citi Bus no.2 to
Landbeach. Regular No.9 service toWaWW terbeach,
then a 1.1-mile walk.There is free rorr ad parking.
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The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company
Plumbing • Heating • Gas • Bathrooms
WaWW ter Softff eners • Property Maintenance

TeTT l: 01954 204044 • WeWW b: www.ww entiregroup.co.uk
Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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FECA IN LANDBEACH
FRIEND OF WORTRR S MEADOW
During lockdown, many larger nature reserves,
National TrTT ust gardens and other outdoor
spaces had to be closed. In our small village of
Landbeach, residents were still able to visit
WoWW rts Meadow, where the two fields, wood and
pond areas provided foff r peaceful daily exercise
awaa ayaa from the crowds. FOWM work parties
and public events were cancelled, but the gentle
ebb and flow of the wildlife and seasons
continued. Great Crested Newts took
advantage of the high pond levels early in the
season and the males with their distinctive
jagged crests and white lined tails appeared in
the ponds waiting hopefully foff r females to
arrive. In spite of currently very low water
levels, there are now plenty of young newts
around.At the very beginning of July,yy the softff
purring call of a TuTT rtle Dove was heard on and
around the reserve.This is our first record of
this now sadly rare bird foff r at least 4 years.
Whether there was a partner foff r him and
whether quiet roads and skies were a faff ctor in
the bird’s re-appearance we don’t know.

In mid-J- uly,yy eleven small Bee Orchids appeared
growing amongst the edge vegetation in rough
ground in the pond area.They havaa e a habit of
turning up in seemingly random parts of the
wood and pond area.Although not directly on
the excavaa ated areas where the nearby ponds
were deepened in 2018, the disturbance from
trampling and digger tracks mayaa havaa e stimulated
their growth. Rather less welcome is the
continued take-over bid by Prickly Ox-tongue

and TeTT asels near the new pond.TeTT asels are
biennial and it is only this year that thickets of
them havaa e re-appeared.WeWW are trying to
achieve a balance by cutting some of the
densest areas to allow other wild flowers to
grow back.

By the time you read this we will havaa e another
bench installed in Bourne WoWW od in one of the
small grassy glades. Donated to the village by
the WI in 1968, it was replaced recently by two
attractive metal commemorative benches and
has now been kindly passed to FOWM.WeWW havaa e
restored the woodwork; it will make an
excellent place to sit peacefully and watch the
wildlife around you.

WoWW rk parties to help manage the reserve will
start again on WeWW dnesday 23 September and
on the 4 WeWW dnesday of subsequent months,
except December.rr WeWW also hope to restart
public events with Pond Dipping on Saturday
29 August at 2pm. However,rr this has not yet
been confirmed so please contact FOWM
nearer the time.

FOWM volunteers help with the practical
management of WoWW rts Meadow Local Nature
Reserve in Landbeach. It is free to join. Our
open events provide the chance to learn about
and enjoy the wildlife of the site and help with
recording. For more infoff rmation, to send in
wildlife photographs, or to be added to our
email list, contact Frances Dipper on 01223
861836, frances.dipper@sustenergy.yy co.uk



‘The Secret Garden’
Hair by Rachel

I would like to welcome you to my highly prestigious 
hair salon in Telegraph Street, Cottenham.

I am a quali�ied senior stylist with extensive experience of
working in a number of high‐end salons, 
as well as teaching the vocational subject 

for the past 5 years.
For appointments, details on services and 

prices please see my Facebook page 
'The Secret Garden, Hair by Rachel' 
or contact me on 07712 111173.

I very much look forward to 
seeing you soon!
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
RAMPTON ACTION GRORR UP
A Window on the Past
The passage of time affff eff cts us all, and when you are
approaching your 1,020th birthdayaa ,yy as is the church of
All Saints in Rampton, that is truer than ever.rr
In January 2018, the Parish of Rampton combined
with the neighbouring Parish of Cottenham
becoming Cottenham with Rampton. At the same
time,All Saints’ Rampton became a Festival church.
The change was a response to the decline in regular
worship and smaller congregations.The designation
of Festival church allows the village of Rampton to
retain a much-loved working Church whilst joining
foff rces with our neighbours in Cottenham foff r
regular Parish worship.
A group of local Rampton residents has come
together to co-ordinate effff off rts to maintain and
preserve this very special Church foff r future
generations. As well as preserving the faff bric and
structure of the building, the group aims to maintain a
position foff r All Saints’ at the heart of our communitytt ,yy
as a place of worship and also a wonderfrr ul space in
which the communitytt of all faff iths and no faff ith can
come together foff r events and activities.
All Saints’ Church, Rampton is one of only twtt o
thatched churches surviving in Cambridgeshire.
Rampton’s’ Grade II church is located on the northern
side of the village, set back from the road. Recently
reopened foff r private prayaa er and contemplation aftff er
the coronavaa irus hiatus, it is a place of tranquillitytt and
calm. The original church was probably wooden, but
the discovery of decorated Saxon gravaa e slabs and a
cross segment in the 1899–1924 restoration works,
confirmed that the origins of the church pre-date the
Norman Conquest.
The oldest remaining faff bric in the church as it
stands, however,rr dates from the 12th century.yy The
church developed over the centuries with a south
aisle (one bayaa shorter than now) and the tower
added in the late 13th century; the chancel rebuilt
largr er in the 14th century,yy and the Perpendicular
tower arch inserted and southwest extension of the
south aisle added in the 15th century.yy The 18th

century brick porch replaced an earlier one of the
16th century giving us more-or-rr less the church we
see todayaa .yy
The church’s foff rtunes havaa e varied over the centuries

– there has been wealth as the Purbeck marble
tombstone of Nicholas de Huntingdon and effff igy of
a de Lisle knight show,ww but in the early nineteenth
century the church had no roof.
During the 19th century the church regained a roof
and in the 20th regained an east window worthy of
the original. A major restoration took place
between 1899 and 1924, with more minor works
through the decades of the 20th century.yy The most
recent phase of significant repair was in 2011. Part
of the south aisle was rebuilt, repairs made to the
roof and the church beautifully re-thatched. The
work was intended to include repair and restoration
of the late Perpendicular two-light window towards
the west end of the South Aisle, but unfoff rtunately,yy
the work needed on the wall of the south aisle
proved to be faff r more extensive than anticipated
and the window project had to be postponed.
Nine years later,rr and thanks to the very generous
donation made by the Friends of Rampton All
Saints’, the window restoration can finally be
undertakekk n; the works are now scheduled to begin
later in the summer.rr

South Aisle WiWW ndow
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De Jure Chambers Solicitors
F21 Stirling House

Cambridge Innovation Park

Denny End Road

WAWW TAA ERBEACH

Cambridge CB25 9QE

De Jure Chambers is an affordable legal practice designed speci�ically 

to offer competitive legal services by minimising overheads and leveraging

opportunities created by technology. 

Telephone: 01223 643580

Email: admin@dejurechambers.co.uk

Out of Hours: 07964 825381

Open Mon - Thursday, 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

Call Peter on 07796 260735
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FECA IN RAMPTON

RAMPAPP RTRR S
Virtual Summer
Exhibition

It was very sad to havaa e to
cancel our usual July
exhibition at Rampton
Village Hall; but it was
absolutely great that one
of our members, Jane
Perks, came to the rescue
and created an online
exhibition using the
Village Hall website,
kindly avaa ailable to us.

Over 100 artwtt orks were
displayaa ed very effff eff ctively
and we were delighted
when Prerona Prasad,
Curator of the Heong
Gallery,yy Downing College,
agreed to be the judge foff r our usual prize plus one
foff r our virtual members.Virtual members were able
to join in with the group during the many months of

lockdown.WeWW had a weekly project foff r people to
kekk ep in touch and many artwtt orks were displayaa ed on
theVillage Hall website.

The front cover artwtt ork is Daisii ies at Rampton
ChCC urcrr h by Maureen Miller.rr

Hopefully,yy RampArts group will begin meeting again
in September.rr

WiWWnner of the Annual FiFF rsrr t Prizii e – Heartbrorr ken by
Linda Heywoww od

WiWWnner of theViVV rtual Membersrr ’ Prizii e – Hebridean Beach byWiWW ll Heath

RAMPTON HORSE SHOW
It is with great sadness that we havaa e to
announce the cancellation of Rampton Horse
Show foff r 2020 due to the coronavaa irus
outbreak. This is a year likekk no other; we havaa e
to be mindful of the safeff ty of all of our
visitors and our volunteers. Unfoff rtunately,yy
the fun and competition of the Show is not
workable with social distancing. However,rr we
will be back next year on Saturdayaa 18
September 2021 with a Rampton Horse Show
that is better than ever! Thank you all foff r
supporting the Show over all the many years
it has been running, and in the meantime we
wish you and your faff milies, your horses and
ponies all the very best.
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ALL
GRA
SSE
S

of C
ambridge

allgrasses.co.uk
• Turfing
• Garden Design
• Landscaping
• Decking
• Fencing

Artificial Grass Specialists
With an artificial lawn, laid by Allgrasses you can have a great
looking lawn 365 days a year... and  more time to spend with
your loved ones and to do the things you really want to do. 

No mowing. No weeding. No watering. No mud. No mess. It’s kid
and pet friendly too... so no muddy paws when they come back
into the house!
Allgrasses is an approved installer of 
The UK’s Most Resilient Artificial Grass

If you are looking for straightforward honest advice, a FREE site
survey and a no obligation quote contact us now!
Office: 01954 204455   Email: clem@allgrasses.co.uk

They look awesome in colour! Only a black & white page was available but you can check them out, 
and more of our work, on our website. 
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FECA IN WATERBEACH / WILLINGHAM
WAWW TAA ERBEACH CRICKET CLUB
AfAA tff er many weeks of isolation, some crickekk t has been
allowed.WaWW terbeach Crickekk t Club has been running
nets twtt ice a week at theWaWW terbeach recreation
ground to allow everyone who wants to havaa e some
practice.The nets are run under the ECB social
distancing guidelines but, other than limiting numbers,
these havaa e litttt le effff eff ct on a tytt pical net session.

It was good to meet up with friends and get some
exercise aftff er so long indoors.WeWW ’ve also had some
new members and playaa ers from other local teams
join in.As the restrictions are relaxed further,rr we
are playaa ing some WeWW dnesdayaa night friendly games
against local teams and are working on some
Sundayaa friendlies with the season going on to the
end of August.

If you’re interested in nets or playaa ing some friendly
crickekk t please get in touch at
waterbeachcrickekk tclub@gmail.com or on Facebook
as waterbeachcrickekk t; tel: 07751 786040.

WILLINGHAM SOCIAL CLUB
During lockdown we were able to refurbish the
members’ bar and makekk improvements to the
garden area.WeWW had a successful year financially,yy and
with committee members giving their time freely,yy
havaa e been able to totally transfoff rm the dated room
into a bright, modern and open plan space.

At the present time the club is open with shortened
hours and social distancing measures in place, but it
has already proved popular and we love to welcome
back our members especially.yy

For the most regular updates see our Facebook page.

Bingo and darts will be amongst the first events
to return.

Membership feff es foff r the year are £15, Half price foff r
over 65s.

YoYY u can call to collect an application foff rm or
download from the website
www.ww willinghamsocialclub.com

Lifeff foff r members ofWillingham Action Grorr up has
been a litttt le less hectic recently,yy as our involvement in
the QEII Prorr ject has ended and we are just doing
rorr utine maintenance on the Communitytt Orchard.The
orchard is developing beautifuff lly and atttt racting more
people either as dog walkekk rs or picnickekk rs. It also
seems that our coordination of the Feast events will
not be necessary this year due to the need foff r caution
with Covid-19.

So, not wishing to sit about with nothing to do, we
havaa e switched our atttt ention to something that
deserves top prioritytt – we havaa e started our
Sustainabilitytt Prorr ject.There will be so much to work
on; recycling, reusing, energr y savaa ing, well-being and
reducing foff od waste to list but a feff w.ww WeWW havaa e agreed
to start with twtt o actions by setttt ing up aWillingham
Repair Caféff and enlisting everybody’s’ help in reducing
the prorr lifeff ration of single-use plastics.

WeWW are hoping the Repair Caféff will be operating
sometime in September.rr Repair Caféff s are free meeting
places and they’re all about repairing things together.rr
There will be expert volunteers to help (w(( ith repair
skills in all kinds of fiff elds), tools and materials foff r items
such as clothes, fuff rniture, electrical appliances, bicycles,
crorr ckekk ry,yy appliances and toys.

Visitors bring their brorr kekk n items frorr m home and,
together with the specialists, they start making their
repairs in the Repair Caféff . It’s’ an ongoing learning
prorr cess. If you havaa e nothing to repair,rr you can still
enjoy a cup of tea or coffff eff e, or you can lend a hand
with someone else’s’ repair job.YoYY u can also get
inspired at the reading table by leafiff ng throrr ugh books
on repairs and DIY.YYWeWW throrr w awaa ayaa vast amounts of
stuffff ,ff even things with almost nothing wrorr ng that could
get a new lease on lifeff aftff er a simple repair.rrThe
trorr uble is, lots of people havaa e foff rgr otttt en that they can
repair things themselves or they no longer know how.ww

The action on plastics use will start soon and we
would likekk to invite people to takekk a pledge to think a
bit more about how we can all create a more
sustainable approrr ach to consumption.WeWW hope to
send out a regular newsletttt er toWillingham residents
fuff ll of easy switches, tips and ideas to help to not just
reduce plastic waste but also makekk a move on other
frorr nts. For those that subscribe we will be holding a
drawaa of all the names we receive just befoff re
Christmas, offff eff ring the prize of a hamper with a
diffff eff rence.WeWW aim to sugggg est how people can do small
things to help improrr ve the envirorr nment, slow climate
change and mayaa be even improrr ve their own health.

WILLINGHAM ACTION GRORR UP
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ILLINGHAM GARDENING CLUB

A Timeline History of Willingham
Gardening Club

October 1985 – An initial meeting of
enthusiastic village gardeners met at 38 Over
Road to select a committee.They decided to
hold meetings with guest speakers on the
second Thursdayaa of each month, with the first
meeting to be held in January 1986 at the old
Methodist School Room, next to the Library.yy
Nowadayaa s our meetings are held on the first
Mondayaa of each month, except January,yy at the
Willingham Social Club.

March 1986 – The first AGM was held when
the initial committee was confirmed and the
subscription set at £3.The first of our many
excursions over the years was planned, to RHS
Wisley in June, and to Cavaa endish Manor
Vineyards and Beth Chatto’s Gardens in July.yy A
regular programme of excursions to places and
gardens of interest to our members and friends,
has continued until recently.yy There was at one
time a five-dayaa holidayaa arranged to faff r flung parts
of the British Isles.

TwTT o other suggestions were proposed at that
first AGM. First, that we hold a hanging basket,
tub and window box competition in the village
to encourage people to make Willingham a more
attractive place which ran foff r a number of years.
Second, to havaa e an in-house members
horticultural show, starting at the Gardening
Club’s August 1988 meeting.This arrangement
continued until 1991 when the Gardening Club
was approached by the village Horticultural and
Craftff Show committee to take over the running
of the village show.This arrangement has
continued from 1992 until the present dayaa .yy This
year’s Show has been cancelled because of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

1988–97 – The Gardening Club started to
organise an annual village Gardens Open Dayaa .yy
This initiative eventually ended due to concerns
over security issues and lack of new gardens

willing to open.The loss of revenue to our
chosen charity foff r this event, Magpas, was a
disappointment. Good dayaa s were had enjoying
visits to members gardens with faff mily and
friends who could be persuaded to accompany
us.There were plants foff r sale, cream teas were
avaa ailable, and foff r several years there was live
music from a local band organised by one of the
committee members. Proceeds from this event
went to support Magpas because one of the
doctors at our village surgery was active with
Magpas and also gavaa e a demonstration and talk
at one of the Gardens Open Dayaa s.

2000 – The Gardening Club was running
successfully with 130 members. However,rr the
chairman at that time appealed foff r more help as
the committee were not getting any younger.rr
Things never change!

The Gardening Club ran an annual Plant Stall on
a Saturdayaa morning at the end of Mayaa on one of
the members drivewayaa s on the High Street.The
Plant Stall came to an end in 2014 when the
avaa ailability of plant material foff r sale and
manpower diminished.

The Present – Over the years our Speakers
Secretaries havaa e worked hard to find speakers of
interest, many becoming regular faff vaa ourites with
us.ToTT pics ranging from gardens, flowers and
vegetables from around the world, talks from
local nurserymen and specialist growers, craftff s
and gardening practicalities.WeWW were foff rtunate
to havaa e Bob Flowerdew talking on the ‘Scented
Garden’, and the late Peter Beales visiting on
two occasions with his talks on ‘Classic Roses’
and ‘Roses of the WoWW rld’.

The Gardening Club has now been in existence
foff r thirty-foff ur years thanks to the enthusiasm of
our foff unding members, and our continuing
membership.As soon as the current situation
settles down, and it is safe to do so, we hope to
be up and running again. In the meantime, let’s
keep our heads down, stayaa safe, and look
foff rward to living to fight another dayaa .yy



Hard Landscaping

Gutters, Fascias & UPVC

Gardening / Fencing / Tree Services

Paths / Decking

Driveways Cleaned

Clearance / Waste Removal

Fully Insured 

Please call Charles for a FREE no obligation quotation

01223 236652 / 07752 200612 

WWaarrilow & Sonsrrilow & Sons
Complllete Property Serviices

33336666 FFFFEEEENNNN –– IIIIssssssssuuuueeee NNNNoooo.. 111100008888 –– AAAAuuuuttttuuuummmmnnnn 2222000022220000



WILLINGHAM BOWOO LS CLUB
This has been an unbelievable year foff r many
wrong reasons, Covid-19 has changed all our lives
and changed our recreational pursuits.
This year was going to be our year to launch the
Willingham Bowls Club Community Scheme.WeWW
had planned to work with Willingham and Over
Surgr eries, offff eff ring their patients rehabilitation
sessions at the Bowls Club.WeWW had planned to
havaa e some morning sessions offff eff ring bowls as a
gentle exercise, coffff eff e and a chat foff r those living
on their own.This obviously has had to be
cancelled this year,rr but we plan to put this plan
into operation next year.rr WeWW were very foff rtunate
to havaa e sponsors foff r this scheme; donations were
made by Willingham and District Ploughing
Association,The Dukekk of WeWW llington,The
Porterhouse, Uttridge Accountants and Eastern
Marquees.Their donations will be kekk pt foff r next
year to support the scheme, more equipment and

refreshments as all the sessions will be free.
WeWW did havaa e some good news despite all the
lockdown and social distancing. Our Lawaa n Mower
went wrong and, try as we could, a repair was out
of the question, it was just too old and spares

GrGG err enkekk eperAdiddeii PePP acocc ckcc usinii gn thtt e rerr plall cecc ment moweww r
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Installation of Electric VeVV hicle Charging Points at home or in the workplace

T: 01223 430040 W: Cambridge-evpoint.co.uk

We are OLEV registered installers for numerous manufacturers charging points and can
help claim the £350.00 Government grant towards the installation of your charging points.

Working in association with Cambridge Electrical Services
Ltd, for all your other electrical requirements. 01223 430430
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ere extremely diffff icult to find.WeWW borrowed
the cricket club’s mower to keep the green
under control and many thanks to them.WeWW
needed to get a new mower,rr so we applied foff r a
grant from FECA and they generously gavaa e us
£800 towards our new refurbished mower.rr WeWW
are also very grateful to Willingham Parish
Council foff r their help in supporting the costs of
green maintenance.
Once the lockdown was eased enough for
bowls to be played with certain restrictions
and precautions in place, we started having
some roll-ups.There are no league matches
this year for obvious reasons, so it was just
club members playing each other.rr Because of
this we reduced our membership fees to £15
for the year and we have had 8 new members
join, all new to bowls, which is a wonderful
result for us.WeWW have roll-ups on TuTT esday and
Friday aftff ernoons and Sunday mornings but the

green is available at other time if members
want to go and practise by themselves or with
another member.rr

The future foff r many Bowls Clubs is going to be
very diffff icult due to Covid-19, there is a
concern to many about socially mixing even if
distance is respected so membership has gone
down at many clubs.Willingham Bowls Club has
lost around £800 in match fees this year plus
£400 loss by reducing our membership fees.All
we plan to do this year is survive and hopefully
next year welcome all our members back and
some new members as well.WeWW wish all readers
a very healthy and safe future.

Contacts–Club Secretary: Ian Bissett
willinghambowlsclubsec@gmail.com;
TeTT rry Buckley
terry.yy buckley@virginmedia.com

continued frff orr m page 37



Louise qualified as a dog groomer at the College of West Anglia and groomed at a local
parlour foff r 4 years befoff re star�ng Waggle Bumz in June 2015. She has vast experience with
most breeds of dogs and has a keen interest in their wellbeing. Waggle Bumz is based at a
convenient and secure loca�on in Co�enham where your dog can feff el safeff and relaxed.

GGiivvee yyoouurr ddoogg aa ttrreeaatt ‐‐ bbooookk ttooddaayy:: 0011995544 225522886699
Monday to Saturday 9am‐5pm

67 Histon Road, Co�enham, Cambridge CB24 8UF
www.wagglebumz.co.uk

Just a few comments from our sa�sfied customers

WaWW ggle Bumz alwaysyy does a great job with our dog. He isii never too short but isii reallyl neat and
�dyd ,yy feff elsll and smellsll gorgeous and they takekk good care!

Profo eff ssional staffa trulyl love allll theirii doggie clill entstt . Doggie kisii ses are mandatoryr

I took my puppy foff r the 2nd �me here and she loved it. ThTT e staffa are so gentle with your pooch.
I’m’ so happy with my girl’s’ frff esh look. Didn’t think they would be able to do such a good job on
her as she doesn’t sit s�ll. I will alwaysyy bring my pooch to WaWW ggle Bumz. ThTT ank you

WaWW gglell Bumz isii loll vevv lyl .yy PaPP tctt hcc enjn ojj ysyy goinii g andmee�n�� g frff irr eii ndsdd . I feff el so rerr lall xaa exx d lell avivv nii g PaPP tctt hcc
inii yoyy ur carerr . I woww uldll dedd fie nfifi itett lyl rerr cocc mmend yoyy u and tott my ownww clcc ill eii ntstt as I’m’ a dodd g waww lkll ekk r!
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WILLINGHAM WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE
A Short History of Willingham WI
Willingham WI was foff unded on 10 October 1928
with about 50 members and they immediately threw
themselves into a hectic round of fundraising, talks
and meetings, as well as taking an active part in
wider village lifeff . For example in 1934, aftff er the
Parish Council had turned down electric lighting foff r
the parish, members made an offff icial complaint and
askekk d that the streets be lit by either gas or
electricity.yy During WoWW rld WaWW r II in 1941,Willingham
WI purchased a stirrup pump foff r village use in case
of fire.TaTT lks covered a wide variety of topics; one in
1943 was on the drying of rabbit skins – presumably
foff r gloves and coats.
Our WI has enjoyed strong support from its
members over the years.The late Joan Smail was a
member throughout her time in the village and
became a member of the County Federation.

Joan orgr anised the
planting of a wood near
the WI HQ between
Histon and Girton; she is
commemorated by a tree
planted at the Ploughman
Hall in Willingham.
Willingham WI Now – Our WI has continued in
a similar vein and provided the village with the sign
on the Green in 1989.The range of talks and
activities includes the annual Quiz Night, open
evenings and outings. In recent years we visited
Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s house in
Northampton, Miss Savaa idge’s house in WeWW lls and
Elgood’s Brewery in Wisbech. Every other year we
made a trip to ToTT lethorpe Hall to see the outdoor
Shakekk speare playaa ,yy enjoyed a picnic in beautiful
surroundings on the lawaa n in front of the house
befoff re seeing some outstanding productions. Our
talks havaa e covered many topics including the history

continued on page 43
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of Heffff eff rs, bee-kekk eping, Nordoffff Robbins music
therapy,yy a puddings evening and a particularly
interesting one on Emmaus by Seamus Fox, who had
been homeless and lived there as he recovered from
addiction and became a published poet.
WeWW havaa e a successful darts team and a monthly craftff
group which is open to all in the village. Members of
the group havaa e made scrubs and wash bags during
lockdown as well as knitting blankekk ts foff r charity.yy
Every year we havaa e Summer and Christmas parties
and, with around 60 members, these are lovely social
occasions.WeWW support Over Dayaa Centre providing

cakekk s foff r the Five Pub Challenge and provide
refreshments foff r the village Horticultural Show.ww
Willingham WI, Post Coronavaa irus – At the time
of writing we are still not able to hold our regular
monthly meetings, and with existing social distancing
regulations it remains diffff icult to know when we will
be able to re-start. Despite this we believe our WI
is a great asset to the village and, once we do start
up again, new members will be very welcome. WeWW
meet on the second Mondayaa of the month at
7.30pm in the Social Club. If you want to join us
please email willinghamwi28@gmail.com and we will
kekk ep you up to date on when we will be re-starting.

continued frff orr m page 41
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OTTENHAM PAPP RISH COUNCIL
New Hall and Nursery project
Anyone passing through Cottenham’s Recreation
Ground over recent months will havaa e seen the
changes to the Car Park and alongside the feff nce
between us and the Primary School.
The old Sports & Social Club has now gone; it
started lifeff as a sports pavaa ilion 50 years ago and
evolved into theVillage Hall nearly 20 years ago.A
shiny new 2-storey building with balcony is
emergr ing from the same site. Due foff r completion
around the end of this year,rr this purpose-built new
Village Hall will havaa e rentable community spaces
on the Ground Floor and a largr e event space
upstairs foff r private and corporate celebrations.
Several franchise-style partnerships are avaa ailable to
potential service operators. For your brochure,
contact clerk@cottenhampc.orgr .uk
Further along the feff nce, the Ladybird Pre-School,
Playaa Area and Skate Park are still there.
Just aftff er Ladybird Pre-School will be the new
Nursery offff eff ring all-year-rr round all-dayaa -care foff r
children 0–5 years old.The Parish Council is
beginning the process to appoint an operator foff r
the Nursery which should be open foff r business in
early 2021.ToTT receive more details when these are
avaa ailable contact asstclerk@cottenhampc.orgr .uk
The safeff ty of the access road is being improved by
the addition of a segregated foff otwayaa running
directly to the new community buildings with a
central speed table to allow safeff r 2-wayaa vehicle

movements. The Car Park is being enlargr ed and
cleaned up to incorporate some EV chargr ers foff r
the electric cars we are being encouraged to use,
alongside better cycle stands.These additional
spaces will not be avaa ailable during school drop-offff
and pick-up times.

Recreation Ground Playaa ground –
safeff use during Covid-19
In line with playaa grounds across the country we’ve
had to implement numerous measures to ensure
that we were able to re-open our playaa ground. As a
reminder the rules foff r use state:
• There is a maximum of 1 child or faff mily group

on most of the equipment.The exception is the
slide, where social distancing is possible, and the
largr e climbing frame where up to 3 people can
use it at one time.

• Please don’t consume foff od or drink in the playaa
area – there’s plenty of space on the rest of the
Recreation Ground foff r you to enjoy.yy

• The playaa equipment hasn’t been sanitized. Please
ensure that you wash/sanitize your hands befoff re
and aftff er using the equipment and avaa oid touching
your faff ce.

• At busy times please be awaa are of other users
who are waiting to use the equipment.

• Please remember social distancing.
Like a lot of other areas, we havaa e also sadly
experienced a rise in littering. Please remember
to take your litter home or place in one of the
bins provided.
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Willingham
P ce

15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES
01954 260331

All mail services, including special delivery
Travel Currency - US Dollar & Euro plus others in branch.
Fast Travel Currency order service available!
Travel Money Card, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram
Gift Cards for most occasions
Passport Photographs, Passport Check
and Send Service
International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax
Financial Products – Insurance, ISA, Growth
Bonds, Credit Cards and much more
Broadband and Phone Packages, Phone Top-Ups
Bill payments

Free Cash withdrawls for most major Banks as
well as Cash & Cheque Deposits
Photocopying and Laminating Service
Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and
Pack & Post Items

Mon–Fri 08.30–18.00 Sat 08.30–15.30

Document Certification Service

A.R.Aspinall & Sons LtLL d
TeTT l: 01954 234966 Fax: 01954 234967

Unit 11 Norman Way Ind Est, Over,r Cambs, CB24 5QE.

www.araspinall.co.ukp
WE STOCK A FANTATT STIC RANGE

OF NATAA URAL PAPP VAA ING
PRODUCTS COME AND VISIT

OUR NEW DISPLAYAA AREA.

Bricks • Blocks • Lintels • Cement • Sand
• Gravel • Hardcore • Timber • Fixings

• Footwear • Decora�ng Supplies • Paving Slabs

Opening �mes: Mon to Fri 7.30am – 5pm

WE OFFER A FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE!
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A BRIEF HISTORYRR OF
WILLINGHAM 1200–1700
TrTT ying to trace the history of a feff n village frorr m medieval
times is constrained by the faff ct that the only fuff lly literate
people living then were likekk ly to havaa e been the Rectors of
the Parish Church. Willingham is luckykk .yy One particular
Rector in the 1950s combed throrr ugh the archives at Ely
and researched the backgk rorr und of each of his predecessors
back to the 13th century.yy He presented his fiff ndings in a
paper to the Cambridge Antiquarian Societytt in 1956 and
we havaa e a copypp of it.
Their track record is quite stagggg ering. In addition to their
religious rorr le here, 20Willingham Rectors over this
500-year period also held posts that included Barorr n of the
Exchequer of Ireland, King’s’ Ambassador to France (t(( wtt ice),
King’s’ Messenger to Rome, Chaplain to one Queen and
one King, and Assistant Commissioner to Oliver Crorr mwell.
Closer to home, their appointments included being Master
of Clare College and Jesus College, Prorr vost of King’s’
College, and twtt ice becomingVice Chancellor of the
Universitytt of Cambridge.
“How did it come about that the Rectors of a small feff n
village of arorr und 150 people acquired this power and
travaa elled so widely?
Firstly,yy it was a common practice frorr m Norman times foff r
the Monarch to present ‘his’ man to a particular Church
living so that he could use the income to work foff r him.AtAA
the same time, it prorr vided the King with a very effff eff ctive
intelligence netwtt ork.
Secondly,yy Willingham was situated very conveniently
mid-wayaa along the only all-weather medieval rorr ute frorr m
Cambridge to Ely,yy via the Aldreth Causewayaa .yy This was
particularly convenient foff r the Bishop of Ely.yy For 400 years
he was the Lord of the Manor ofWillingham, and he built a
largr e Manor House behindWillingham Church.Amongst
others that he entertained there was King Henry III in1244.
Thirdly,yy as one of the most senior bishops in the
Catholic hierarchy,yy the Bishop of Ely was rich, influential,
and well connected.”
The Brief History of Willingham attempts to weavaa e a
brief history of Willingham around the known
backgk rounds of these Rectors and of the national events
taking place during their ‘reigns’ in Willingham. It has been
serialised monthly in Willingham News since Mayaa 2019.
Here are some of the more important events covered.

13th century – 1230–Construction of St. Matttt hew’s’
Church and the Manor House foff r Lord of the Manor

1244–T– he King’s’ visit toWillingham and the wall painting of
St. Etheldreda
14th century – 1341–Mass ordinations of up to 293
priests inWillingham
1348–T– he Black Death inWillingham and population faff lls to
arorr und 140
1371–King Edwaww rdrr lll sends theWillingham Rector to Rome
15th century – 1400–Economic consequences of the Black
Death, which had most affff eff cted young men
16th century – 1521–T– he last Catholic Rector is
excommunicated, but then obtains Papal Absolution
1553–T– he fiff rst Prorr testant Rector is deprived of his living
foff r being a married clergr yman
1559–Parish Registers start; popular names are Joan,AgA nes,
John andWilliam
1563–ElizabethanWillingham prorr spers; populataa ion now 400
1579–T– he core layaa out of the village is established; fiff rst
schoolmaster arrives
1603–A– fAA tff er 500 years ownership by the Bishop of Ely,yy the
Manor ofWillingham is sold
17th century – 1605–Rector is Chaplain to King when
Gunpowder Plot faff ils to blow up King James l
1613–Church rorr of is replaced by a double hammer beam
oak rorr of frorr m Barnwell Priory
1640–Draining of Fens; Ouse is diverted frorr m OldWeWW st to
New Bedfoff rd River at Earith
1642–CivilWaWW r; Royalist Bishop of Ely imprisoned inToTT wer
of London foff r 18 years
1643–Oliver Crorr mwell sends Dowsing to destrorr y images;
wall-paintings are preserved
1647–77 Prorr -Crorr mwell Rector made Assistant Commissioner
to eject teachers and clergr y
1660–Prorr -Crorr mwell Rector himself now ejected and starts
a Dissenter Chapel
1660–A– gA riculture thrives, fiff rst orchards and cheese-making;
population arorr und 450
1665–Bubonic plague epidemic lasts 18 months and kills
20% of national population

Whataa changed over this 500-year span? TrTT ansport
changed litttt le; its main mode was still by horse, boat or on
foff ot. In agriculture, strip faff rming was replaced by enclosed
and reclaimed fiff elds, and the diversion of the river Ouse
stopped the frequent flooding that had blightedWillingham
foff r centuries.The population of the village trebled frorr m 150
to 450, but house design changed litttt le, and most people
still lived in single-storey timber-rr framed cotttt ages, with mud
and strawaa walls and thatched rorr ofsff , dark inside with damp
floors.The nextxx 200 years were to see enormous changes.

ThTT e foff llowiww ng article was kindlyll written by one of our parishionersrr , Mr Alan FaFF wcww itt;t the Parish Council thanks him
foff r such an interesting insigi ht into our vivv llage history.yy
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STITCHWILD
A member’s trip to India – March 2020,
by Lisa Jenns

My love foff r the Indian culture started when I was
young, growing up in a multi-cultural area in KeKK nt.
Belvedere had a largr e Sikh community with regular
feff stivals and parades which I joined in with my
school friends; the colours of the clothes, the foff od,
the sensory explosion I sawaa as a young girl has
alwayaa s been with me.

Moving to the fens was quite diffff erent. I met
Neeraj at the school gates when our children
were attending the same school. She asked me if I
would like to join her to visit her faff mily in the
Punjab region of India; of course, I jumped at the
chance! I havaa e been to India three times now and
havaa e stayaa ed with the same faff mily.yy For this year’s
trip I did some research and planned a textiles
tour foff r Neeraj and me.

Our first stop was Delhi and a trip to the National
Gallery of Modern Art to see the faff mous stainless
steel tree by Subodh Gupta; we also caught the
touring exhibition of Gerard
Garouste, a French artist who
has foff unded a group called La
Source, which helps children with
art. Then we went on to
Amritsar to visit the Golden
TeTT mple. Our hotel manager
arranged foff r us to see the
Rumala, a silk cloth which holds
the Holi book in the Golden
TeTT mple. This cloth is hand
embroidered with goldwork
(gold metal threads held down by
threads stitched over them). In
this case, it was red silk stretched
out on a 10x16 foff ot wooden
frame, with male and feff male
stitchers seated cross legged
around the edges sewing the
detailed pattern with one hand
on the top and one hand below.ww
WeWW were given the privilege and
honour of adding a feff w stitches.
It was mesmerizing to see this
cloth up so close.

Neeraj and I then went to visit a school we support.
Agosh Holding Hands is a school foff r children with
disabilities and special needs.

WeWW continued our tour and went to Ahmedabad to
takekk a road trip to Patan to visit the Patola (fine silk
cloth) heritage museum. Generations of the same
faff mily are master weavaa ers of the double Ikat Patons
Patola hand dyed in vegetable dyes on 8 stranded
silk threads. This process can takekk three months to
complete, and it can takekk a year to makekk enough to
complete a single sari. (See www.ww patapatola.com foff r
more infoff rmation). WeWW crossed the road to visit
Rani KiVaVV vaa ,vv a stepwell built in the 11th century.yy
Stepwells are wells or ponds in which the water is
reached by descending a set of steps to the water
level. Heading back to Ahmedabad, we stopped to
see some roadside artisans hand carving blocks foff r
hand printing. They allowed us to takekk photographs;
and, kekk en to show us more, the craftff smen took us
to see some block printing in process with metallic
gold dye where we were shown how to print on
black cotton faff bric. They gavaa e us the cloth we
printed, which we had made into trousers.

FEN EDGE GROUPS

Stitching the Rumala
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In the evening, friends took us to the street bazaar.rr
India is permanently busy.yy The hustling and bustling
crowds, the noise of the people on the street,
horns, bells, tuk-tuks, the smells of street foff od, the
colourful hanging faff brics and the traders welcoming
you into their parlour provided a wonderful
sensory overload.

Next, we head to Rajasthan Jaipur,rr where we had an
appointment to visit Ladli/I India (www.ww ladli.orgr ).
Ladli is a social enterprise, empowering street
children, youth and women at risk through skill
training and livelihood opportunities. WeWW met some
of the children in school and the women making
jewellery in the shop. WeWW spokekk about how we
could support them. As in many non-funded schools
in India, simple basics likekk knitted jumpers and
cardigans are alwayaa s welcome.

WeWW leftff Ladli and headed to Amber Fort foff r
sightseeing; and then visited Anokhi, a museum of
hand printing, which provided an in depth look at
this ancient tradition.There was another stepwell
here. WeWW then drove back to Jaipur,rr ‘the pink city’,
entranced by the sight of it lit up against the dark.

Next dayaa we flew back to Amritsar and my friend
and I went our separate wayaa s; she foff r filming in a
movie; and me foff r volunteer work at the school my
friend and host Dimple works at. The Government
Elementary School Sant Nagar in Jandiala is a school
foff r the poor children of the villages but isn’t funded
by the government, so its provisions are very basic.
It had a tap foff r handwashing, one light bulb in the
entire dark classroom, and a noisy generator alwayaa s
smelling of diesel. The joy on the children’s faff ces
when they received dinner trayaa s, beakekk rs and spoons
on our previous visit was a precious memory.yy By
now it was 6 March 2020. On my second dayaa at the
school there was a lot of news about the
coronavaa irus; and we were suddenly all wearing
masks. Some of the children were trying to makekk
masks out of paper towels, and seeing their diffff iculty,yy
I askekk d if I could buy some foff r them instead. (One
mask costs 30 rupees – about 30p – an amount faff r
out of the reach of these children.) The health visitor
came and explained about the importance of faff ce
coverings and hand washing, and told the bad news
that masks are foff r one dayaa ’s’ use only.yy (I would later,rr
on return to the UK, makekk enough washable, reusable
masks foff r each teacher and student, 170 in all).

My last few dayaa s at the school were spent painting
murals in the classroom and playaa ing vocabulary
games exchanging English and Hindi words with
the children.

I returned to the UK, just befoff re lockdown was
imposed. ToTT fund my mask making project foff r the
school, I made and sold masks foff r friends living in
London, who needed them foff r public transport.

My plans foff r a return trip to India in Nov 2020
havaa e been cancelled; but I plan to spend the time
working on fundraising events to help the school
buy a water filter system foff r their school and also
a new generator.rr There is nothing quite like seeing
how people manage on so much less than what we
havaa e, to make us all thankful foff r what we havaa e; and
to inspire us to help those less foff rtunate.

Lisa Jenns is a member of StitchWiWW ld TeTT xtile Art Group
in Cottenham; she also authors a Facebook page
called ‘ThTT eWaWW nnabe Goodlifeff Housewifeff .’ She uses
this name foff r herWoWW men’s’ Institute woww rk in woww rkshops
and craftff sessions.

WoWW rking on a murarr ll
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Please call Dave Hinson for a no obligation free quotation on -
Mobile: 07789 627758

Email: dhproperty@outlook.com

DH Property Maintenance & Landscapes

• Painting & Decorating
•  Carpets & Vinyls supplied

and fitted
• Tiling
• Lock changes
• General house maintenance
• Pressure Washing

• Patios, Decking & Fencing
• Planting & Pruning
• Rotavating, Turfing & Seeding
• Hedging & Tree Work
• Garden and Rubbish clearance
•  Seasonal lawn care / regular

maintenance visits

And much more!

07905 097961

All Classes being held
on-line Via Facebook Live,
up to 10 classes per week

for Just £20 per month.

Classes include:
Fitness Pilates, HiiT, Aerobics,

& Cardio Dance

FIRST WEEK FREE

Local Fruit, Vegetables, 
Eggs and Preserves

Open Tuesday to Saturday
At Manning & Son, Station Rd,

Willingham CB24 5HG   

Tel: 01954 206015
www.bushelboxfarmshop.co.uk
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FEN EDGE DADD NCE
WeWW are holding ballet classes foff r
ages 4–18 in Cottenham on
WeWW dnesdayaa s starting 5
September in the
CottenhamVillage College
Dance Studio as foff llows:
Beginners
(up to age 7) 4.30pm-5pm
Intermediate
(up to age 11) 5pm-5.45pm
Advanced
(over age 11) 5.45pm-6.45pm
And foff r ages 12–18 on Saturdayaa s in the
CottenhamVillage College Gym
9.45am–10.45am
The classes are small, and are run by a
qualified, experienced teacher using Russian
style ballet (VaVV ganova).
www.ww abmschoolofdff ance.com

FEN EDGETWTT INNINGASSOCIATAA ION
AvAA rillé in Lockdown
The Fen Edge TwTT inning Association has been able to kekk ep in
touch with our French friends during lockdown with our
first (very successful) Zoom meeting taking place in Mayaa .yy
It is clear that the AvAA rillé ‘TwTT inners’ were very disappointed
at havaa ing to postpone their visit to us this year,rr which had
been planned to coincide with ourVE-Dayaa celebrations.
Postponing an event is alwayaa s sad, but this year was
particularly hard as we had been offff eff red a very substantial
grant from FECA to help us to mark the occasion with a
bespokekk guided tour of Duxfoff rd.The French now plan to
visit us from 13–16 Mayaa next year,rr and we hope to be able
to give them an even better experience.
On the domestic front, we havaa e held one social evening on
Zoom to mark Bastille Dayaa on 14 July.yy WeWW enjoyed a chat
over French Cheese and Wine from the comfoff rt of our
own homes.
Plans are in hand foff r our ever-rr popular annual quiz evening
which we now hope to hold in early October.rr The exact
date and venue are still to be confirmed so look out foff r our
flyers on a notice board near you.
Contact: feff nedgetwinning@gmail.com or
www.ww faff cebook.com/feff nedgetwinning
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King & Co Solicitors
238 High Street Cottenham

Cambridge CB24 8RZ
TeTT l: 01954 251818

Open:
Mon-Thurs

9.00am - 5.00pm
Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm

CAR PAPP RK ATAA OFFICE
FREE VERBAL OR WRITTEN QUOTATT TAA IONS GIVEN

OFFICES IN CENTRAL
CAMBRIDGE AS WELL

Tel: 01954 230860
Mob: 07786 012990

8 Arthur Court, Norman Way, Over, Cambridge, CB24 5AL

info@littleoak.org.uk 01954 261773

Little Oak
Wood Turning

Little Oak
66 Station Road

Willingham
Cambridge
CB24 5HG

Wood Turning Studio
A wide range of high quality hand crafted products

Locally made in Willingham

From func�onal to ar�stic, each piece is unique

We are pleased to open the studio by appointment
inc. evenings & weekends

Please contact Michael or Eileen to arrange a visit

Cambridge Open StudiosCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOpppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuudddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiioooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
Member of

Cambridge Open Studios

www.littleoak.org.uk
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CONNECTWITH CARE NETWTT OWW RK!
During these challenging times
our Communitytt Navaa igataa ors can
help yoyy u fiff nd local supportrr .This
includes access to our Help ataa Home essential
shopping and ourWeWW llbeing Phoneline services.
YoYY u can speak to yoyy ur local South Cambridgeshirerr
Coordrr inataa or on 01954 212100.
ToTT learn morerr or donataa e to our Covoo id-19 rerr sponse
services please visit wwww www .wwcarerr -netwtt oww rk.kk orgr .uk or call
01954 211919.

FEN EDGE ORCHESTRARR
Fen Edge Orcrr hestrarr is a frff iendly,yy amataa eur orcrr hestrarr
which waww s foff rmed ovoo evv r 10 yeyy ars aga o. It rerr hearses in
Cotttt enhamVillaga e College onWeWW dnesdayaa s during
term times.Members come frff orr m Cotttt enham and
surrorr unding villaga es, as weww ll as frff orr m Cambridge and
evee evv n fuff rtrr her afaa iff eld.

Evavv nTuTT rner direrr cts the orcrr hestrarr .WeWW givevv twtt oww
concertrr s a yeyy ar – usually a winter concertrr ataa Histon
Baptist Churcrr h, and a summer concertrr in Cotttt enham
Parish Churcrr h.
The orchestra perfoff rms a varied menu of music;
classics, such as Beethoven and Hayaa dn
symphonies, some early music, and some more
contemporary repertoire.
Thererr arerr no auditions to join the orcrr hestrarr .
Intererr sted playaa eyy rs arerr invited to get in touch, see
belowoo .ww Depending on whether thererr is a place avaa ailable
foff r the instrument in question, yoyy u woww uld be askekk d to
come to aWeWW dnesdayaa rerr hearsal,or yoyy u will be put on
a waww iting list and contatt cted when thererr is a vacancy.yy
Due to Covoo id-19 thererr arerr no rerr hearsals ataa the time
of writing (J(( uly)yy .Hopefuff lly,yy members will be rerr ady and
eaga er to rerr turn to playaa ing together as soon as
rerr hearsals rerr statt rtrr . WaWW taa ch the weww bsite foff r notices.
wwww www .wwfeff nedgeorcrr hestrarr .woww rdrr prerr ss.com

COTTENHAM TENNIS CLUB – Please see their detailed and colourful article here:
fenedge.co.uk/2020-07-ctc-update

IMPINGTON
ROOFING SERVICES LTD

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL,
GRANT WORK UNDERTATT KEN,
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

NEW ROOFS - RE-ROOFS - REPAPP IRS
• Slates • Tiles • Felt • Commercial Roof Sheeting

• Chimney Rebuilding & Re-pointing
• Guttering • Leadwork • uPVC Cladding

ALL WORK GUARANTEED • FREE ESTIMATAA ES
HIGHLYLL COMPETITIVE PRICES

PROMPT,TT RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEES

COMMERCIAL ROOF SHEETING & CLADDING

(01223) 441852 MOBILE: 07836 296012
01223-441847 (FAX)
www.impington-roofing.co.ukUnit 6, Convent Drive Ind Est, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9QT
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 YeYY ar End Accounts
Self Assessment TaTT x Returns
Business and Personal TaTT xation
Limited Company Accounts
Management Accounting

 Payroll
Budgets and Bank Presentations
Monthly Book-keeping and VATVV
General Business Advice

We provide a professional, friendly service to small and medium sized businesses,
including the following. Please call us for a free initial consultation.

Elstree House
Watson’s YaYY rd
High Street
Cottenham
CB24 8RX

TeTT l: 01954 250280
Email: enquiries@mhhp.co.uk

THE MHH PAPP RTRR NERSHIP
Chartered Certified Accountants

Partners: Michael Hawes FCCA • Helen Hawes FMAATAA
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ARTRR HUR RANK HOUSE
Reunite with the beautiful City of Cambridge by
taking part in a unique version of Bridge the
Gap WaWW lk!

This August and September you are invited to
reunite with the beauty of Cambridge, by taking
part in a novel alternative to the City’s traditional
Bridge the Gap WaWW lk.The walk with a diffff eff rence
can be completed in one dayaa or over a number of
dayaa s between Saturdayaa 29 August and Sundayaa 20
September,rr raising funds foff r Arthur Rank Hospice
Charity and Romsey Mill.

Bridge the Gap, sponsored by The Cambridge
Building Society,yy has historically hosted upwards
of 2,000 walkers each year.rr Due to obvious
reasons the walk is unable to access the Colleges
this year,rr so the organising committee has turned
its attentions to the history and beauty of the
City itself.

The carefully craftff ed route covers a distance of

around 2.5 miles, which will be self-guided and
can be walked all in one go, or in sections on
diffff eff rent dayaa s.The route is wheelchair and
pushchair friendly.yy

The event is open foff r registrations at
arhc.orgr .uk/kk btg with anyone welcome to register,rr
at a cost of £20 per household.The feff e covers the
registration pack, which includes a booklet with
map detailing the route walkekk rs will embark upon,
two quiz sheets and an answer sheet.

continued on page 55

Specialists in extensions, renovations and conversions
Phone: 01954 201 556 Mobile: 07759 621 390

bruce@brunwinbrickwork.com@ www.brunwinbrickwork.com
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In the week prior to the walk commencing,
participants will also receive a link to a podcast
providing a flavaa our of some of the highlights they can
expect to see on the route.

A proportion of the feff e as well as any sponsorship
raised by those taking part, will be split evenly
between the benefitting charities,Arthur Rank
Hospice Charity and Romsey Mill.

Over the eighteen years since it began, more than
37,000 walkekk rs havaa e takekk n part in Bridge the Gap
and £550,000 has been raised foff r local charities.

RORR TATT RYRR CLUB OF
CAMBRIDGE SOUTH
Club members continue to meet weekly,yy using Zoom,
with faff scinating speakekk rs.

Most of our fuff nctions havaa e had to be cancelled, but
we hope to run Peace activities in November and
Charitytt Christmas car parking in Cambridge.

Peace activities in November – A Rotary Peace

scholar studying foff r a Master’s’ degree at the
Universitytt of Bradfoff rd is hoping to join us to speak to
local Cambridge schools (9–11 November)r .Also,
teams of three mayaa compete in the Peace debate on
WeWW dnesdayaa 9 November at Impingtgg onVillage College.

Memory caféff –This is normally held at Girton on
the fiff rst Fridayaa of the month, but is currently
suspended.WeWW hope to restart this foff r Christmas. See
the club website foff r more details.The Caféff is held at
StVincent’s’ Close Communitytt Hall, CB3 0PD.

VoVV lunteers needed foff r charity car parking – if
you could spare a feff w hours and would likekk to help
this Christmas (w(( eekekk nds 28 November to 20
December plus 27–77 30 December)r please contact
smithmichaelstanley@hotmail.com

Please also look foff r the Rotary signs, such as on
Lensfiff eld Road andTeTT nnis Courtrr Road, if yoyy u arerr
parking in Cambridge on those dayaa s. It will prorr bably
cost just £7 and prorr ceeds go to charitable good causes.

AtAA an International level, Rotary’s’ effff off rt continues to
prorr gress the eradication of Polio worldwide – you
mayaa see some news in the press in August.

continued frff orr m page 53

E S TA B L I S H E D  L O C A L  B U S I N E S S

G I U S E P P E  P I R A N
DECORATORS

01954 201167
gpir an .co .uk
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cacc mbswatett rbeachcc @@hotmtt ail.ll co.uk

THE GARDEN BOYS
Fencing specialists

Paving, Patios,

Decking, Hedge Work,

For a free quote no obligation 
Contact: John (old boy) 

Ian (young boy) 
01954 200251 or 07599 101924 
Gardenboys@hotmail.co.uk
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Free Quotations - Quality WoWW rk Guaranteed
KeKK vinwhww itbt y1967@gmail.com

TeTT l: 01954 200969 Mob: 07549 983817

• All aspects of Carpentry
& Joinery

• Kitchen Fitting

• Bathroom Refiff ts

• WaWW ll & Floor Tiling

• Laminate & WoWW od Flooring

• Internal / External Painting
& Decorating

• Fencing

• Heating Systems

K & S
Services
K & S

Services
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COVID recovery
Now offering washable, waterproof Menus as well as 

low-cost single use disposable Menus.

Ask us about ‘Track & Trace’ Contact Forms
Newsletters • Folded Leaflets & Flyers • Letterheads • Compliment Slips 

Carbonless Sets & Pads • Invoices • Purchase Orders • Manuals • Business Cards
Booklets (perfect & wirobound) • Posters • Postcards • Greetings Cards • Menus

Invitations • Stickers • Wedding Stationery
and much more . . .

Broad Lane, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8SW
Telephone: 01954 251189

print@targetprint.org                       www.targetprint.org

Target Print Ltd
Q U A L I T Y  P R I N T I N G  T O  F I T  Y O U R  B U D G E T
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