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The Fen Edge Community Association is a
charity promoting and supporting Clubs,

Groups and Societies in Coftenham,

Landbeach, Rampton, Waterbeach and

Willingham.

Contact Us

Neil Gough — Chair
chair@fenedge.co.uk
editfor@fenedge.co.uk
advertising@fenedge.co.uk

www.fenedge.co.uk
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Chair's Message

December Diary, Cottenham Gardeners’ Club
Cottenham

All Saints’ Church, Cottenham Baptist Church
Cottenham Colts

Cottenham Cricket Club,

Cottenham United FC, Cottenham WI
Cottenham Community Land Trust,
Cottenham Charities, Cottenham Girlguiding
Gardening

Sustainable Cottenham

Cottenham Tennis Club

Cottenham Community Centre

Landbeach —Tithe Barn

Willingham

Willingham Action Group, Willingham WI
Willingham Gardening Club,

Willingham Bowls Club

Parish Councils — Cottenham PC,
Willingham PC, Mr Virus

Fen Edge Groups

Rotary, Cambridgeshire Bird Club,

Fen Edge Twinning Association

StitchWild

Fen Edge Orchestra, Whirl and Twirl

Fen Edge Footpath Group, Care Network,
Fen Edge Archaeology Group

CAMBSWATERBEACH.COM
DRIVING TUITION

Friendly expert tuition with a DSA approved instructor
Beginner, advanced, pass plus and intensive
Foreign licence holders welcome

cambswaterbeach@botmail.co.uk

Tel: 01223 440431
Mob: 07779 823680

CAMBRIDGE’S HIGHEST PASS RATE

Front cover: Cottenham Colts FC U16 girls in new away kit
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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
: It was with great sadness
that we made the
decision to postpone the
2021 Fen Edge Festival. |
hope we will be able to
run the event as normal
in 2022. It would have
been neither practical
nor fair to ask the
Committee to work on an event that is well
beyond the parameters of what is currently
allowed legally. | am very conscious that the
decision will disappoint everyone who was
looking forward to enjoying the weekend.

What is not so immediately obvious is that the
postponement will also create problems for some
of the charities and community organisations that
have benefitted greatly from the fundraising
opportunities that the Festival provides. In
previous years, we estimate that the weekend
generates towards £15,000 in surplus for all the
organisations involved. For some organisations, it
has been a key event in their fundraising cycle.The
Festival also enables organisations to showcase
their activities and get new people involved.
Therefore, please do take the time to read this
News and see what our organisations are doing.
While many of them have modified how they
operate, there is still a lot that they are doing and it
is even more important that they are supported in
their activities as much as possible.

The Fen Edge Community Association has
continued to provide financial support to
organisations that are working in the community.
Sport and outdoor activity are increasingly precious

and vital for our young people and we have helped
the Cottenham Colts to purchase floodlights for
winter training sessions. It is considerably easier to
play football when you can see the ball! On a similar
basis that it is difficult to play bowls on long grass,
FECA also contributed to a new mower for the
Bowls Club in Willingham. We are delighted to have
been able to help both groups.

| am particularly pleased that we were able to
make a very significant contribution to the new
audio-visual equipment at Cottenham Village
College (CVC). This will also be able to be used by
community groups such as Cottenham Theatre
Workshop. | believe that this is the largest grant
that FECA has made and reflects the core part that
CVC can play in the community. FECA is a central
part of the founding ethos of the village colleges
and our area of activity matches the catchment
area for CVC. In the past few years, the
connection between FECA and CVC has not been
as strong as it could have been, but | am very
pleased that with the new management team at
CVC we have re-energised the relationship and |
am hopeful that we will be able to build on this in
the future.

As this is the last edition before the Christmas and
New Year holidays, on behalf of FECA, | would like
to wish you all as much of a festive time as the
rules permit. It has been a challenging year but one
of the lessons from it has been the important role
of community in our lives. We have learned that
community spirit and activism is very strong in our
villages and we should all be very proud and
pleased to be part of that. | would particularly like
to thank all of the leaders and volunteers of our
charities and community groups for the work that
they do and have done over the past year. It has
not been easy to keep these groups going through
Covid times but never have they been so
important. Please keep up the good work.

We wish you and your family a very happy holiday
and hopefully we can all look forward to a less
eventful 2021.

Neil Gough, Chair
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DIARY/FECA IN COTTENHAM

What’s on and when in the villages

DECEMBER

Sun 6 4pm All Saints’ Church — Service: Christingle
by Zoom (p7)

Sat 12-Sun 13 4-6pm Cottenham Baptist Church
— Alternative Grotto (p7)

Sun 13 10.30am Cottenham Baptist Church —
Virtual service (p7)

Sun 13 4pm All Saints’ Church — Service: Blue
Christmas at All Saints’ Cottenham (p7)

Sat 19 4-6pm Cottenham Baptist Church —
Alternative Grotto (p7)

Sun 20 10.30am Cottenham Baptist Church —
Virtual service: Nativity from Scratch (p7)

Sun 20 3.30pm All Saints’ Church — Live Nativity
at All Saints’ Churchyard, Cottenham (p7)

Tue 22 7-9pm Cottenham Baptist Church —
Quiet Space: The church will be open as a space for
people to reflect and pray on their own. (p7)

Thu 24 7.30pm All Saints’ Church — Midnight
Communion at All Saints’ Rampton (p7)

Thu 24 9pm All Saints’ Church — Midnight
Communion at All Saints’ Cottenham (p7)

Fri 25 8.30am All Saints’ Church — Communion:
Book of Common Prayer at All Saints’ Cottenham (p7)
Fri 25 10.30am Cottenham Baptist Church —
Christmas Day Family Service (p7)

Fri 25 10.30am All Saints’ Church — Family
Communion at All Saints’ Cottenham (p7)

Sat 26 10am Fen Edge Footpath Group — Boxing
Day Walk: Leaves Cottenham Broad Lane / High Street
junction (p53)

The gardening club continues to be on hold.
Franklin Gardens Community Room, where we
meet, is not yet available for hire,and it is not big
enough for our members to be sufficiently
spaced out to meet current regulations. Ve are
hoping that activities may resume at the end of
February with our AGM, scheduled for Friday 26
February, but time will tell. Existing members will
be informed of the start date, but anyone else is
welcome to ring me nearer the time.

Meanwhile, in our garden, we have created a new
planting opportunity. Our shed roof had started
to leak, so rather than buy new felt, we decided
to install a green roof. The benefits of a green
roof are numerous: it provides habitat for insects
and slows the rate of water run-off when there
is a heavy downpours; it insulates the structure
underneath — our shed gets far too hot in
summer — and it should look pretty. Nigel
Dunnett, professor at Sheffield University, has
written several books on the subject. Based on
Nigel's own garden shed we commissioned a
carpenter to put pond liner on the roof, then a
grid of compartments supported at each corner
with a stout post. My husband, Tony, then lined
each compartment with more pond liner,
perforated at the lower edge to allow drainage.

COTTENHAM GARDENERS’ CLUB

This, we hope, will protect the wood from wet
compost to a degree. He reinstated the gutters
on each side and checked that water would still
drain off the roof into the existing butts, then
ordered a lightweight substrate containing
expanded clay pellets and filled each
compartment to a depth of 4 inches (10cm).

The plants are my department. Most are either
sedums or sempervivums (house leeks), which
are widely used on green roofs, but some more
unusual plants have been given to us by the
nursery where we have our vegetable plot.We
have been watching Gardeners’ World, and
found inspiration from one of the viewer’s home
videos.The green roof shown was a flat roof
(ours is sloping), but the depth of substrate was
the same, and the three plants which had done
well this year were lady’s bedstraw, spike
speedwell and wild marjoram. | took notes and
ordered plug plants of these. It is all
experimental — we’ll abandon plants that die and
plant more of the ones that flourish — but it’s an
exciting project! | am half-way through the
planting and really enjoying the process.We look
forward to seeing how it progresses.

For further gardening club information please
contact Sarah Dumont, Tel: 01954 260482




More than just a gym...
At Inspired Health & Fitness Club you will benefit from the following:

- Cardio & Resistance Machines - Qutdoor Bootcamps

= Free Weights (up to 50kg) - Sauna & Steam Room
- Fitness Classes - Jacuzzi
- Fitness Programmes - Personal Trainers
- Sunbed - Beauty Salon
*
K_\ k<] \
| Health & Fitness Club
Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 6:30am to 9pm | Saturday 7:30am to 4pm
Call us: 01223 320299 www.inspiredfitnessclub.co.uk

Cambridge Innovation Park, Denny End Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9QE
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH
COTTENHAMWITH RAMPTON
private prayer. In Cottenham we are

‘ holding Sunday services with all the

necessary social distancing measures in place.

Throughout lockdown and as things
have changed since, we have
continued to offer help and support
to those in need. Both Churches are
currently open for quiet time and

As time moves on, we know people will be starting
to think about Christmas. This will undoubtedly look
a little different this year.VWWe won'’t be holding our
Carol Services, which typically attract very large
numbers. There will be a mix of some in-person
services, some on Zoom and others pre-recorded
and available on YouTube. Please check Facebook or
our website for the most recent information.

We hope there will still be something for everyone
this year and we will be able to offer some light and
hope during difficult times.We are particularly

excited about holding a Live Nativity in the
churchyard of All Saints' Cottenham, with live
animals and all the characters you would expect to
see as we retell the Christmas story.

Sunday December 6 at 4pm — Christingle by
Zoom. Christingle making kit to be home delivered
to those taking part.

Sunday December |3 at 4pm — Blue Christmas
Service at All Saints’ Cottenham

Sunday December 20 at 3.30pm — Live Nativity
in All Saints’ Churchyard, Cottenham

Christmas Eve — Communion at 7.30pm at All
Saints’ Rampton and 9pm at All Saints’
Cottenham.

Christmas Day — 8.30am BCP Holy Communion
and 10.30am Family Communion at All Saints’
Cottenham

Online Carol Service will be available from Monday
December 21.Why not watch it as usual as a
family on Christmas Eve!

This year due to the
restrictions put in place for
Covid-19 we are unable to
hold large gatherings to
celebrate Christmas
together. We would,
however, love to share this
time with you and so have
put on a number of events,
virtually and in person, which
we hope you can enjoy.
Alternative Grotto - All
ages are welcome to come
~ and visit our alternative
grotto@church to see the
Christmas story through
various artistic presentations. Walk through the
grotto and spot the clues to complete our
Christmas treasure hunt ending up with a ‘goody
bag’ for everyone who comes. The grotto will be
open on Saturday December 12, Sunday
December 13,and Saturday December 19
from 4—6pm. Slots must be booked in advance and
Covid-19 safety measures will be in place.

For more information and to book a slot go to
www.cottenhambaptist.org.uk or find us on
Facebook.

Quiet Space —The church will be open on
Tuesday December 22 between 7-9pm as a
space for people to reflect and pray on their own.
Virtual Services (all on Zoom at 10.30am)
Sunday December 13 — Christmas Carol Service
Sunday December 20 — Join us for our Nativity
from Scratch. See our website for how to make
props and become part of our recreation of the
nativity. Everyone welcome — props and dressing up
are optional.

Friday December 25 — Christmas Day

family service

Everyone is welcome to join us whether you have
joined before or this is your first time — go to
www.cottenhambaptist.org.uk for log in details.
New Year - In the New Year we will continue to
hold services on Zoom. For more information
about all our events, if you would like prayer or help,
or need details about foodbank look at our website




Fancy a Free Range Bronze Turkey
for your Christmas celebration?
One that’s slow grown, high welfare with no
growth promoters or unnecessary antibiotics...
it’s just how turkey should taste. Or perhaps
M you would like a change and try a Goose this year?
~ Order online now, for collection on 23 December. .

~ Christmas Trees & The Christmas Barn’
Order your Christmas Tree online and either
Click & Collect or have your tree delivered.
If you prefer to visit we will still have
our Farmyard full of Christmas Trees and we have
made sure that it is safe for you to visit.
We’ve got just what you need
for a tree-mendous Christmas!
Our Christmas Barn is open from 28 November to
23 December (closed Mondays) and is all decked out at
bursting with baubles, decorations & stocking fillers.

Find us on the A10 Milton bypass CB24 6AE

" For more information or for help with orderin

vww.rectoryfarmshop.co.uk or 01223 860374 % :

RECTORY FARM FOR THE TREE
AT MA ES A MAGICA . CHRIST

g
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

COTTENHAM UNITED COLTS FC

After taking our time to get back to training in a safe and
appropriate manner, most teams were able to start their
season 2020/21 on the weekend of 1920 September.This
restart included competitive fixtures for the first time for
our U7 side.

It’s great to be back and we enjoy the beautiful game while
we can and working within FA Guidelines. Credit here
must go to our Chairman, Ben Holmes, and to Steph
Wright and committee for all their hard work to put in
place a fantastic track-and-trace QR system with excellent
match day instructions.

So highly regarded was it locally that Cambridgeshire FA put
a number of big clubs/teams, including Cambridge City,in
touch with us for advice and education.VVell done all!

This is just another example of why Cottenham United
Colts FC won Cambridgeshire FA MacDonalds Grassroots
Club of the Year in the Summer.

We have managed to restart our highly successful FA
Wildcats programme and the response has been
phenomenal yet again.VWWe now have an U6 girls’ side (see
front cover),2 U3 girls’ teams,a U9 girls’ side and an U8
girls’ team in development.

We have experienced fantastic growth from nothing some 4

years ago driven by former chairman Simon Rose.We now
have parents stepping forward to create a new U6 mixed
group in readiness for the future, which continues to be
promising, despite the best attempts of this pandemic!

Many clubs from grassroots up to and including the English
Football League are struggling financially.VWe have applied for
and, with the assistance of Cambridgeshire FA, received a
Sport England Grant Award and a Football Foundation Pitch
Preparation Fund Award.VVe have also received funding from
Fen Edge Community Association towards portable
floodlights to enhance our winter training facilities and keep
pitch hire costs down. Cottenham Co-op continue to
support us with community funding too.Without this
wonderful support and with ever-increasing costs, we would
struggle to make football accessible for all.

Id like to take this opportunity too to thank some very kind
businesses who have paid for and sponsored new kits for
the boys and girls. These include Marshall's Seeds of
Huntingdon who have paid for a full strip and track suits for
U16 girls (see front cover), Bellway Homes and Persimmon
Homes for sponsorship of 2 team kits,Agility Life Sciences,
Giuseppe Piran,Arnold Clark Motors and Jackson Fire and
Security for their support of our U7s.

David Burkett, Lead Coach, Cottenham United Colts FC,
d.burkett07@icloud.com




JASON KIRBY

Professional Painling
& Decoraling Lid

ROOFING SERVICES A Professional Service
fromt Start to Finish

All flat r-mﬂng um:lermken =

felt, single ply and liquid plastics 3« Ly 7 '~
All redecking and lead work * Repointing of chimneys Fﬁ L U? 934 2-} I ?FD
Fasclas, soffits and guttering wiw. jasonkirbyltd.co.uk

General house maintenance

Insurance work « Free advice and quotations

Al werk quarantesd - Friendly efficient serdce B ‘% @ e lFEH
Tel: 01954 201088
Mobile: 07885 030 547

S vy

PEST 07836 245670
PROBLEM? 01954 230708

LOCAL, PROFESSIOMNAL, TRUSTED Nivyettt
Rapid, gualified & safe pest control services far %
local residents, farms, commercial premises, schools, \

hotels & businesses,

o™ o=
We effectively control rats, mice, rabbits, ants, fleas, ¥ ‘
cockroaches, wasps & moles. o 2
K .3 @

19 WALLMANS LANE

DREM AVBRIDGE
CAMBRIDGE
B sl www.drepestcnntrul co.uk CB24 4QY
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If you are looking for one off, emergency or long-term
pest management solutions, contact DRE Pest Control.
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

COTTENHAM CRICKET CLUB

At the time of writing this in October, it is, of
course, impossible to say what the situation
will be like as regards the pandemic as we
move into 2021.We can only fervently hope
that things will be much better than they were
in 2020!

We have to be optimistic, though, and, as some
competitive cricket was sanctioned at the end of
last summer, we have to believe that we will still
be able to play when the 202| season comes
around in May.Who knows, we may even have
some positive news on a treatment or vaccine by
then! Fingers, indeed everything, tightly crossed!
As things stand, the club is planning to run our
usual two adult men’s sides.We also hope to
have some junior teams, from the U5 age range
downwards, playing in the school summer term.
Our club is one of the oldest in the county and
provides the opportunity for all ages to take part
in our great game.We want to reach out to local
cricketers not currently playing for Cottenham
to join us.We feel this is important, especially in
the extremely difficult times that we are living
through right now. Please do get in touch — you'’ll
be most welcome.

We are planning to start our indoor net practice
for the senior teams as well as Junior coaching in
mid-March — see the Club News section of our
website for details. And anyone interested in
finding out more about what’s going on can
contact any one of us as outlined below.

Take care everyone and stay safe.

Contact: cottenhamcc@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary: David Chaplin (01954 250075)
Chairman: Ralph Lamble (01954 250313)

Vice Chairman: Dave Partridge (01954 203210)
Junior Teams Coordinators: Dave Partridge and
Alan Raven (01954 250388)
www.cottenham.play-cricket.com

Twitter: @CottenhamCrickt

COTTENHAM UNITED FC

Despite all the intrusions of the pandemic into
our ‘normal’ life, the club is continuing to run

two adult men’s teams, a |5t team in the Kershaw

Senior A League and a Reserve side in the
Kershaw Division 3B League.

We are extremely grateful to the Cambridgeshire
FA and Cottenham Parish Council for all their
help and advice in enabling local football to
continue to be played on the recreation ground
with all its associated Covid rules and regulations.
It’s been a huge boost to the physical and mental
wellbeing of everyone connected with the Red
and Blacks family. Long may it continue!
Training sessions - take place weekly.

The |t team training on the outdoor, all-
weather surface at Northstowe College, 8.15-
9.30pm on Tuesday evenings.The Reserves
on the similar outdoor facilities at Cottenham
Village College, 8-9pm on Wednesdays. All
are most welcome.You can be assured of a very
friendly reception so please do come along if
you are interested in playing.You may be new to
the village and looking for a chance to play
closer to home or already living here and
wanting to get started again. Please just contact
us by email at cottenhamunitedfc@hotmail.com

COTTENHAMWI

We are all very lucky to live in a lovely supportive
village and the WI have been pleased to play their
part in this. Some of us have been making
scrubs/kit bags for the NHS or care homes,
others have been walking for charity. Baking was
done for VE day, squares knitted for the ICU at
Addenbrookes, prescriptions collected for the
elderly and people who were self isolating,
vegetables grown and shared, shopping collected
and delivered.

Due to being quite a large group we are not able
to hold Zoom or Skype meetings for the full
group but some of the members have connected
in smaller groups by Zoom or Skype.Ve managed
briefly to meet on the Green for a socially
distanced gathering.VWe are now, as is everyone
else, waiting for the end of all this. In the mean-
time the committee will keep ringing all the
members each month, to keep in touch. For more
information please ring Margaret 01954 488427.
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GET CREATIVE WITH

ZZ?:::::SEJI‘( Kitchens £1 40 0*
CASHBACK

i
Fully project managed, including plumbing, i
electrics, tiling, flooring and plastering

FREE no obligation design and quotation
service, using industry leading software

]
Industry leading design consultants h
and approved local installation teams

Balance paidawhen you are fully
satisfied with-your new kitchen

‘Checkout our long list of 5 star
reviews on our Facebook page

Visit us at our showroom
Complete Kitchens Ely

Black Bank Business Centre, Black Bank Road
Little Downham, Ely CB6é 2UA

Opkning times; Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

GIRLGUIDING -
COTTENHAM DISTRICT

Girlguiding needs you!
Girlguiding is the leading
charity for girls and young
women in the UK. Being
involved in guiding is a
fantastic opportunity,
although currently most
meetings are virtual.

In Cottenham we have

2 Rainbows, 3 Brownies
and 2 Guide units.

Brownies and Rainbows in Cottenham need your
help. Cottenham currently has spaces for leaders in
a Rainbow unit and a Brownie unit. Girlguiding
welcomes volunteers from all backgrounds, ages,
cultures, faiths and abilities.

Please think about volunteering.You would make
new friends, become part of a world-wide
organisation, learn new skills and share the things we
enjoy with the next generation. No experience
needed and this volunteering looks great on your
CV.We can offer flexibility and a fully supported
training scheme.

For an informal chat and to talk through what's
involved, please contact Dani Wykes

(wykes2 | @gmail.com 07803 203633) or
Deanna Raven (deannaraven@btinternet.com
07899 961355).

COTTENHAM COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST

Cottenham CLT Limited may seem dormant at
present but we are still looking to build a number of
locally-affordable homes for Cottenham people in
Cottenham.We have a couple of candidate sites in
the village and expect a few more when the
landowners offering their sites into the next Local
Plan realise that their dreams of making a large
fortune are more fantasy than possibility in their
lifetime. They should talk to us about a small, but
realisable, fortune.

Why only a small fortune? We want to deliver
homes that local people can afford — within rents
or mortgage payments of around 3-4 times
household income for residents who do not qualify
for social housing.

Why not now? We would if we could but we
probably rely on a renewed government grant for
our development costs and work on Covid-19 is
distracting most of the attention of Her Majesty’s
Government. Covid-19 is likely to still be slowing
everything down, or worse for some in 2021, but we
hope to make some progress quite soon.

COTTENHAM CHARITIES

Free Christmas Voucher

Christmas vouchers have been given by Cottenham
Charities for many years to help individuals and
families on low income to meet the cost of
Christmas. Cottenham Charities and the Fitzwilliam
Charity provide the funds for the scheme. Residents
of the Parish in receipt of Income Support,
Incapacity Benefit, Employment and Support
Allowance, Pension Credit, Housing Benefit or
Universal Credit are eligible.We are not able to
consider those receiving Jobseeker’s Allowance.

In order to keep everyone as safe as possible this
year’s scheme will operate slightly differently from
previous years. Previous applicants in 2019 have
already been contacted about this year’s scheme.
New applicants should apply using the application
form available on the Cottenham Charities website
www.cottenhamcharities.co.uk

If you, or someone you know, could benefit from a
little help this Christmas the application form will be
available from Monday 23 November and must be
returned by Wednesday 9 December. Proof of
eligibility will be required and only one application
per household can be accepted.

If you are unable to go online a relative or family
friend can apply on your behalf. If you need support
to complete the online application form please
contact Cottenham Charities (Malcolm Dee 01954
250387 or Bob Turner 01954 250082) and we will
be pleased to help.

Additionally, those families in Cottenham and
Rampton that are experiencing financial difficulty
due to the Covid-19 pandemic can contact the
Cottenham Covid Support Team via Councillor Neil
Gough or Councillor Eileen Wilson for possible
additional assistance:

Eileen: 07825 770899 eileenwilsoncrw@gmail.com

Neil: 07919 990299 neilgoughcrw@gmail.com
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Elstree House, Watson’s Yard
High Street
Cottenham
Cambridge

CB24 8RX

partnershnigp Tel: 01954 250280
Chartered Certified Accountants Email: enquiries@mhhp.co.uk

www.mhhp.co.uk

We provide a professional, friendly service to small and medium sized businesses, including
the following:

Year End Accounts

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Business and Personal Taxation
Limited Company Accounts
Management Accounts & Budgets
Payroll & CIS

Monthly Book-keeping and VAT
General Business Advice

We are Xero Gold Partners

YVVVVVVYYY

Please call Michael Hawes or Hayden Watson for a free initial, no obligation consultation or
complete the contact form on our website and we will respond in due course.

—— Warrilow & Sons ——

Complete Property Services

Hard Landscaping
Gutters, Fascias & UPVC
Gardening / Fencing / Tree Services
Paths / Decking
Driveways Cleaned
Clearance / Waste Removal
Fully Insured

Please call Charles for a FREE no obligation quotation

01223 236652 / 07752 200612
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FECA IN COTTENHAM

GARDENING
Looking forward — by Ken Ellis

At this time of the year, we usually spend time
reflecting on the year gone, looking after plants
inside and maybe watching programmes about
gardening from the comfort of a warm chair. The fact
that we’ve all had one of the strangest gardening
years might come into play, but let’s not go there.
Rather, let’s look forward.

With the lack of natural daylight through this period,
it’s important to take the opportunity to get outside
if and when the moment comes.There is evidence
that even a small amount of exposure to natural
light will help to put you in a better place so, if you
can, go take a walk when you can.A good few of us
manage to go on some sort of post-Christmas walk,
but try to keep up the habit.

I’'m guessing that most of you have access to a
garden, so let’s go there first. Have a look at your
patch.What do you see? Now look closely. Is there
an unexpected clump of leaves? Maybe a hedgehog is
hibernating there. Have a look at the colours on
what leaves that remain, and look for signs of things
to come.You'll be reading this in the dark months of
the year, but the days are beginning to lengthen, and
plants are moving. Give yourself time to stop and
enjoy the smell of the garden, the winter sounds, and
the signs of things to come.Aconites are the first
things to flower in our garden; their dainty little
flowers unwinding as if they’re waking from a long
sleep. Trying to spot the first one is a bit of a
competition, and there’s one particular bunch that
seem to be out just after Boxing Day.Whatever you
have though, enjoy your patch, and make a mental
list of satisfying jobs that you can do, if you so wish.
If you look in any gardening book, there’ll be a list of
winter tasks, from pruning trees to sowing seeds in
pots.A little more on those later.

If you don’t have a garden of your own, go and enjoy
some of the open spaces and walks that there are
around. On a sunny day, it’s surprising what’s out and
about, from flying insects to ground dwellers taking
advantage of the weak sunlight to give them energy
to hunt for food. Enjoy the sights that you can see
and smell, from the scent of winter box to the early
rhododendrons. Browse the pot plants when you're
out shopping, and see if there’s anything that you
fancy taking home.The general rule with indoor

plants at this time of the year is to keep them in
bright light,and cool. Try not to put them directly
over a radiator, and place them far enough back on
the window-sill to avoid getting warm air directly
from the radiator. Keep everything moist, which is
less than damp, and don’t feed anything until the
clocks go forward (as a general rule). Remember,
because of the lack of heat and light, most plants will
stop growing, and will just rot in too much moisture,
and get spindly and sick if you try to feed them.
Chickweed is an exception. Don’t ask how | know.

Also, think about the summer.What seeds can you
find to plant soon? Planting in the ground is not a
great idea until around March, but you can start
sowing seeds from the back end of February. | know
that you can technically sow earlier, but my
experience is that the seeds aren’t fooled and will
wait until they feel like coming, thank you. If you've
no garden, plant hardy annuals in pots. Place them
where you can see them, but not inside.

Finally, a word about The Way Things Are. Planning
the future at present has been likened to trying to
nail jelly to the wall. The National Garden Scheme
want to open gardens, but are working on just how
to do it.The
National Trust
have been
opening estate
gardens, and their
system works
well. Take the
trouble to
support any open
garden event that
you feel able and
comfortable to go
to. Pre-booking is
almost a
requisite, and it’s
worth checking
before travelling.
Enjoy your spring,
whatever you
manage to do!

Viburnun Bodnantense, which flowers
all winter and has a heavenly scent

Ken Ellis is a
member of Cottenham Gardeners’ Club




INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVICE IS BEST

Free Consultation. No obligation.

That’s the understanding when you talk to Nigel
Bolitho about how to make your finances work to
your best advantage. Get the benefit of his wide
experience in all investment matters

Pensions Savings Investments

Protection Tax Avoidance

For sound, independent advice on all your
investment plans, talk to Nigel Bolitho

FREE CONSULTATION

NO OBLIGATION

Mitchell House, High Street, Cottenham
Tel: (01954) 251521

Email: ncfb007 @gmail.com
web: www.bvmoney.com

®
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SUSTAINABLE COTTENHAM

Reflections on
becoming a vegan - |
became vegan last year for
the same reason | became
vegetarian |2 years ago -
my love for animals and
the realisation that | no
longer wanted or needed
harm to occur for the sake of my tastebuds.
This remains, however much more has come of
my journey than | initially anticipated.

Starting my vegan journey opened my eyes to
the damaging environmental impact we have on
our surroundings and on other species, through
food and by other means.

Resource use is a problem in a diet of excessive
consumption of things like dairy, meat and fish.
‘... it takes less land to grow food directly for
humans, than to feed animals, which humans
then eat. Just lkg of chicken meat takes 3.2kg of
crops to produce. By eating mostly plant-based
food, we could feed more people — with all the
calories and nutrition needed for a healthy diet
— without destroying forests.” (Greenpeace).

I am also now making more conscious decisions
in the packaging and products | use, in and out
of the kitchen. | am much better at cooking. This
is likely down to the fact that | have been
replicating a few meals | have always eaten.
Sometimes you can buy readymade, but
homemade is always my favourite. | can now
whip up a pie, stew or a batch of cupcakes in no
time at all.

I've chosen veganism at a particularly good
time.There are many options in restaurants,
supermarkets and other resources that have
made it all easy for me. My meals are still hearty
and my baking is still loved by my Grandpa and
the rest of my family. | learnt quickly that |
didn’t have to ditch old recipe books, instead |
replaced items e.g. cream to vegan cream.Top
tip - when using a search engine for a specific
meal, type in ‘simple’ or ‘low ingredient’ before
your chosen option, it helped me a lot
financially and with food waste!

| remember that we all start somewhere.There

Sustainable
Cottenham

are many reasons people genuinely struggle
with their diet (financial, issues with food and
being nervous of doing things a new way, to
name a few) so | believe that kindness and
education is really important in all aspects of
life, including introducing others to veganism.
This is prominent to me as | am unsure if |
would have transitioned to vegan without my
vegan friends consistently being kind, showing
me great food and sharing knowledge. | am
passionate and will happily discuss my diet with
people who are respectful. | remember | used
to eat meat and dairy too but | am content | no
longer do.

Veganism isn’t about being perfect. | already
know there is no such thing as perfection.There
are animal products hiding in lots of things, I'm
just trying my best to avoid them.| am
constantly learning and very importantly finding
a lot to enjoy about this new lifestyle.

Clare Adamson (founder of The Village Vegan
Markets, based in Cottenham)

COTTENHAY

ecoeéeats

Cottenham Eco Eats

While plans for Sustainable Cottenham’s Eco
Eats festival are on hold until next October,
we’ll be active on the sustainable eating theme
over the coming year. Through our link with
Cambridge Sustainable Food’s Food for our Future
campaign, we've been highlighting ways to
reduce food waste over the past few months
under the tag #SusCottWasteNot. Looking
ahead, January (or ‘Veganuary’ as it’s widely
thought of now) is the time for something new.
Why not take a hint from the article above and
try switching some of the meat and dairy
products in your shopping basket to planet-
friendly plant-based alternatives?

For info, tips and recipes, go to
www.sustainablecottenham.org.uk/eco-eats




IMPINGTON

NEW ROOFS - RE-ROOFS - REPAIRS
o Slates e Tiles ¢ Felt ¢ Commercial Roof Sheeting
e Chimney Rebuilding & Re-pointing
* Guttering ¢ Leadwork ¢ uPVC Cladding

HIGHLY CONVIPETITIVE PRICES
PRONMPT, RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
INNSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEES
CONINMERCIAL ROOF SHEETING & CLADDING

MOBILE: 07836 296012
(01223) 44185 01223-441847 (FAX)

Unit 6, Convent Drive Ind Est, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9QT www.impington-roofing.co.uk

GIUSEPPE PIRAN

DECORATORS

01954 201167

gpiran.co.uk

ESTABLISHED LOCAL BUSINESS
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As Autumn draws in, we
reflect on a strange year
for tennis as well as for
many aspects of our day
to day lives. After the
initial lockdown (when
play was stopped

COTTENHAM
TENNIS CLURB altogether) we were
fortunate that tennis was

a sport that was permitted to restart, albeit with
some restrictions.Ve were doubly fortunate with
the long hot spring and summer which made
outdoor play a real pleasure.

This was written in October but you will be reading
it later, so who knows what the state of play will be
then? Please bear with us as we set out our plans,
realising they might all change with government
guidelines. Like the rest of the world, tennis is in the
hands of a tiny virus!

Temporary move to grass courts — Surprisingly
tennis has had a bit of a boost during the pandemic,
being one of the few sports which has been
permitted after the most severe lockdown ended. In
Cottenham we were lucky to have the grass courts
at the King GeorgeV Recreation Ground available
to play on from June to August. This became our
temporary venue as the Village College Sports
Centre remained closed until mid-August.We are
grateful to the Parish Council for enabling us to use
the Rec courts, and particularly to Jo Brook who
helped us organise the booking system. Bookings are
via the tennis club website, enabling anyone to book
a court, thereby avoiding having to wait for a court
and allowing the club to hold social tennis and
coaching at the grass courts. Booking and playing
remained free to anyone.We reverted to the CVC
courts in September, with their slightly more
predictable bounce, and the availability of floodlights
(of sorts).We are delighted that some remedial
work is about to be carried out to these lights
during the October half term so we should be able
to use all 4 courts (without a headlight!) from
November onwards.

There is some hopeful news about the courts at
the King GeorgeV field. The Parish Council has
agreed to apply for a grant, which, along with some
fundraising, would enable the grass courts to be
converted to tarmacadam. If this is successful and if

we can get planning permission to get floodlights
fitted, we should be able to play there all year
round, and during school hours when the Village
College is unavailable.

As a club we were delighted to see how many
people have been using the King GeorgeV courts
during the early summer.VVe are delighted to report
that the renewed interest in tennis led to more club
members joining Cottenham Tennis Club when we
reopened in September.We would also like to give a
big shout out to Andrew the groundsman for all the
work watering, mowing and white-line painting he
has done.While we wait to hear when and if work
can go on to convert the grass courts,Andrew is
continuing to prepare them for next year.

Memberships paused - Since the club could not
operate from the Sports Centre, we did not take
membership fees in the spring or summer.The LTA
gave us a Covid Grant which helped with the fees paid
to the Parish Council by the club to use the grass
courts.As a result, there was no need for anyone
taking part in social tennis or coaching to become a
member of the club. If you enjoyed any of these
sessions, perhaps now that the club has reopened
for a half year membership you will be tempted to
come and join us.

Half price memberships — When the club
reopened in September it was with a half year
membership to run until April 2021. Coaching
courses will again be available. Any new players who
have been going to the grass courts sessions or the
children’s summer camps will be most welcome to
take advantage of this offer. Membership will be
arranged directly with the club in future, rather than
with the Sports Centre.

Half price children’s membership — We
received a grant from Cambridgeshire Lawn Tennis
Association to subsidise |5 young people’s
membership last year, and since this has not been
used, we have rolled it over to April 2021.We will
publish details nearer the time.

Free rackets and balls for teenagers — The club
was successful in bidding for free rackets and balls
from “Living Sport” and these were given to 6
students from Cottenham Village College, the aim
being to get young people active and healthy and
engaged in tennis. Hopefully this will set them on a




With over 16 years experience

COttEI‘I ha m computers itis likely we have seen your

problem before. We are happy

01954 593025 F¥mirsinie

Call the experts for good honest advice 5o give us & call TODAY] We won't bitel
We will come to your home or business to fix your computer
Got any of these issues? Services

Computer crashing PC & Laptop Repairs & Upgrades

Metwark Wi-Fi connection lssuss Machook & iMac Repairs & Upgrades

Computer infected with viruses Broadband / Wi-Fi Installations

Windows won’t boot Full Hardware Diagnosis

Can't access your email Hard Drive Data Recovery

Can't access the Internet Supply New PCs & Laptops

Computer running very slow 3 Years Hardware Warranty on Mew PCs

Working all day? Then we can collect and deliver FREE to and fram your work place*

* Within 10Miles of Cottenham

We cover Cottenham & surrounding towns & villages
For alf computer related problems give us a ring!
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B R Unwin Brickwork

& Building Contractors Ltd.

| I i [ B _[ '{.

Specialists in extensions, renovations and conversions
Phone: 01954 201 556 Mobile: 07759 621 390
bruce@brunwinbrickwork.com www.brunwinbrickwork.com
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continued from page 19

journey where they get involved in coaching and
ultimately join the club.We would love to see more
teens in the club and with half yearly prices at just
£12 now is a good time to join.

Coaching — We were not able to coach the
youngest players (age 4-6) during the pandemic, but
otherwise coaching at the grass courts was very
successful. It was also great to see our new adult
beginners class start up.

In September we restarted our child and adult
coaching programme at CVC, details are on
www.gamesettennis.co.uk,
clubspark.lta.org.uk/CottenhamTennisClub and
facebook.com/cottenhamtennis. In the winter,
October—March, ages 4-6 will be able to be
coached in the indoor sports hall, which will be
much more suitable for their age, and enable play
even in wet weather.

During August we held 2 weeks of tennis camps for
children aged 5-16 at the Sports Centre.These
were well attended and feedback has been hugely
positive. The youngsters played lots of fun games and
learnt some new skills! We hope that they have been

inspired to continue with tennis.

We have not been able to restart the breakfast clubs
at Willingham and Cottenham Primary Schools in
the Autumn, but hope to do so as soon as feasible,
to get more people in the Fen Edge Area playing
tennis locally and in schools. Details will be
published on the coaching, club website and
Facebook page as soon as we have firm plans.

All coaching is booked via our head coach Toby
Jackson at www.gamesettennis.co.uk
(toby@gamesettennis.co.uk 07972 149874).

Welfare officer — Cilla Hughes has taken over from
Benoit Magon as welfare officer. Any concerns about
the well-being of an adult at risk or children should
be made without delay to the Club Welfare Officer,
whose contact details are on the club website.

Social evenings restarted in July at the King George
V fields and were well attended when weather
permitted. These returned to CVC sports centre
when it reopened in August.

It was a strange year but, Cottenham Tennis Club are
full of plans and optimistic for the future of tennis in
the Fen Edge area.Why not come along and give
tennis a try?




Artificial Grass Specialists

With an artificial lawn, laid by Allgrasses you can have a great
looking lawn 365 days a year... and more time to spend with
your loved ones and to do the things you really want to do.

No mowing. No weeding. No watering. No mud. No mess. It's kid
and pet friendly too... so no muddy paws when they come back
into the house!

Allgrasses is an approved installer of NEOGR/ASS

The UK's Most Resilient Artificial Gragg "« armetiasn fmmsiary

They look awesome in colour! Only a black & white page was available but you can check them out,
and more of our work, on our website.

If you are looking for straightforward honest advice, a FREE site
survey and a no obligation quote contact us now!

Office: 01954 204455 Email: clem@allgrasses.co.uk
allgrasses.co.uk

* Turfing

* Garden Design “s
* Landscaping %%
 Decking \\

* Fencing ‘
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@Dttemam Community Centre

Volunteers — Volunteering at the Coffee Shop is a
great opportunity to meet people, learn new skills
and be part of a very worthwhile community facility.
Please come and have a chat with Jane, our manager
Tel: 01954 202109 or manager@cottenhamcc.org
Trustees — Please consider becoming a trustee to
assist with the smooth running of the Community
Centre.The trustees are hands-on as well as making
key decisions. Do let me know if you would like to
know more via bookings@cottenhamcc.org

The health and safety of customers, staff, and
volunteers are vitally important to us and there are
new Covid-19 arrangements in place so your
patience will be much appreciated.

Photo: Andrew Fell

The Coffee Shop —We are open - The Coffee
Shop looks different and, subject to changing
Government advice there are fewer tables and chairs
available. The rule of 6 applies and social distancing
should be observed. It is open 10am—2pm Monday to
Friday and we are hoping to be able to open on a
Saturday in the near future.

Face coverings must be worn at all times unless seated
at a table.There is a QR Code to scan on the NHS
App on entry or alternatively contact details will be
taken.A clearly marked one-way system is in place.
Orders are taken at the till point, prepared and served
to you at your table. Contactless card payment is
preferred. The Coffee Shop is also offering takeaway
orders.To reserve a table or to place a takeaway order
you can call us on 01954 202109 during opening
hours. Jane, Tricia, and the team look forward to
welcoming you.

Come and enjoy a great coffee, delicious scones and
cake or lunch from our menu. Please note that the
Coffee Shop will be closed from Thursday 24
December to Monday 4 January inclusive for
Christmas and New Year holiday.

Office available — Ready to take on an office? From
| April we will have an office (in the heart of
Cottenham) available on licence.Very good Wi-Fi.

Do get in touch if you are interested.
bookings@cottenhamcc.org

Events — Community Cinema on the first Sunday of
the month including Sunday 6 December, Sunday 10
January and Sunday 7 February. Films start at 7.30pm.
Funds and membership — We welcome your
support. Membership is just £10 for an individual with
a loyalty bonus of a free beverage after you have
bought ten drinks.You will also get a 10% discount on
one-off room hire. Please download a membership
form here: cottenhamcc.org/membership

Your membership card may make the contact details
process much quicker on entry to the Coffee Shop.
Art and Shopping —All the artwork hung in the
Coffee Shop is for sale and all sales help the
Community Centre.

If you are shopping online, please consider using (it
costs you no more) Easy Fundraising or Amazon Smile
for Cottenham Community Centre:
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cottenhamcc and
smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/chpf/about

Classes — Some of our classes re-started in
September. Social distancing and clean equipment and
hand sanitisation and face coverings on entry is
needed. See “classes” on our website
cottenhamcc.org/classes (where you will find times
and contact details). Do check with the class leader
whether spaces are available.

Room Hire — Subject to the Covid rules at the time,
there are three rooms (main hall, studio, coffee shop)
for hire (Full entertainment licence etc held).

Our wonderful new back kitchen facilities are great
even for a pop up café.

We encourage community activities and
welcome organisations looking to try out new
community projects.

For other enquiries see the website or email
bookings@cottenhamcc.org

Please DO NOT come to the Community Centre if
you feel at all unwell, thank you.
www.cottenhamcc.org




LAN DSCAF"E CONTHACTORS L'|'|:l|
Designers & Builders of Award
Winning Gardens

HTA/APL National Award Winners 2002 & 2003

01954 261412

ANITYA DR |
LAUNLIAAIN ]

Coldharbour Farm, Over Road
Willingham, Cambridge CB24 5EY
www. landart.uk.com

King & Co Solicitors

238 High Street Cottenham
Cambridge CB24 8RZ
Tel: 01954 251818

Open:
Mon-Thurs
9.00am - 5.00pm
Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm

CAR PARK AT OFFICE

FREE VERBAL OR WRITTEN QUOTATIONS GIVEN
OFFICES IN CENTRAL
CAMBRIDGE AS WELL
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LANDBEACH TITHE BARN

TRUST
Tithe

500 years is a long time to
wait to spend a penny!
Landbeach Tithe Barn is
about to take the next step
in becoming more user- y

friendly and accessible by Tmst
installing eco-friendly, low

maintenance toilets. £30,000 is what it will take to
make the Tithe Barn fit for 21 century visitors.

To make this a reality, local group the Tithe Barn
Trust is launching the Spend a Penny campaign to
raise the £30,000 needed to purchase and install
two remarkable, eco-friendly toilets. The Kazubaloo
doesn’t require any water, electricity or chemicals.
They are self-contained, easy to maintain and look
good, which makes them ideal for the Barn and its
future uses.The Barn is around 500 years old and a
penny spent in the year 1500 (when Henry VII™ was
king) is the equivalent of over £5 today so we are
asking our members, supporters and the community
to donate a minimum of £5 each to enable the
installation of these high quality environmentally-
friendly loos.

Landbeach Tithe Barn has come a long way in the
last 12 months — from a state of near collapse to a
structure fit for use by the community for many

T

Landbeach Tithe Barn view

years to come. By installing these toilets, we will be
moving even closer to the goal of not just saving the
Barn but ensuring its future as a vibrant, popular,
friendly space for all to enjoy. Donations can be
made online via our Total Giving page:
www.totalgiving.co.uk/appeal/TitheBarnTrust_
spendapenny

Other ways to support the Barn

Visit — Covid-19 notwithstanding there are events
throughout the year with the Oracle Art installation
in October, Outdoor Gym in November and
Carols at the Tithe Barn still to come before the
year end.Visit tithebarntrust.org.uk/learning/2020-
events/ for details.

Volunteer — Make new friends, work in an amazing
place and know that you're helping a great cause —
three fabulous reasons to get volunteering.We are
looking for people to help out on open days and
also to contribute as EventVolunteers or Learning
Volunteers. If you'd like to get involved do get in
touch. Email tithebarntrust@gmail.com or see our
Do-it.org volunteering page to find out more about
our volunteering opportunities.

Befriend the Barn —As a Friend of the Tithe Barn
Trust you will be directly supporting the Barn and
helping to ensure its future. Annual membership
starts from just £20.

Email tithebarntrust@gmail.com to find out more or
visit tithebarntrust.org.uk/join-get-involved/become-
a-member/ to download a membership form.

www.tithebarntrust.org.uk




‘\ DH Property Maintenance & Landscapes

« Painting & Decorating « Patios, Decking & Fencing
« Carpets & Vinyls supplied + Planting & Pruning
and fitted + Rotavating, Turfing & Seeding
+Tiling + Hedging & Tree Work
é + Lock changes « Garden and Rubbish clearance
« General house maintenance » Seasonal lawn care / regular
« Pressure Washing maintenance visits
And much more!

Please call Dave Hinson for a no obligation free quotation on -

Mobile: 07789 627758
N Email: dhproperty@outlook.com D
clearglass sq|es@c|earg|c:|ss.org.uk
bespoke glassworks WWW, c|ec1 rg ICISS .0org. Uk

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING NEEDS

Class splashbacks and wall coverings Traditional leaded and stained glass
Shower screens and enclosures Replacement of misty double glazed units
Balustrades and balconies Cut glass and greenhouse glass

U -V bonding Class shelves made fo measure
Mirrors Safety glass

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A FREE QUOTATION
CONTACT US OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM*

Unit M, Broad Lane Industrial Estate, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8SW

*For opening hours see our website
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Louise qualified as a dog groomer at the College of West Anglia and groomed at a local
parlour for 4 years before starting Waggle Bumz in June 2015. She has vast experience with
most breeds of dogs and has a keen interest in their wellbeing. Waggle Bumz is based at a
convenient and secure location in Cottenham where your dog can feel safe and relaxed.

Just a few comments from our satisfied customers

Waggle Bumz always does a great job with our dog. He is never too short but is really neat and
tidy, feels and smells gorgeous and they take good care!

Professional staff truly love all their doggie clients. Doggie kisses are mandatory v *u-
| took my puppy for the 2nd time here and she loved it. The staff are so gentle with your pooch.
I’'m so happy with my girl’s fresh look. Didn’t think they would be able to do such a good job on

her as she doesn’t sit still. | will always bring my pooch to Waggle Bumz. Thank you

Waggle Bumz is lovely. Patch enjoys going and meeting friends. I feel so relaxed leaving Patch
in your care. | would definitely recommend you and to my own clients as I’'m a dog walker!

Give your dog a treat - book today: 01954 252869
Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm
67 Histon Road, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8UF

www.wagglebumz.co.uk




Save Money - Buy Direct!

Visit our factory shop to see our fabulous
range of Discount Prescription Eyewear

Hundreds of frames to Same-day or next-day
choose from, including service available
designer frames from S to 75%
Ray-Ban, Polo Ralph Lauren, ave up to ’
Oakley, PRADA, Ted Baker Huge range of

and Versace designer sunglasses

Specialists in high and Full range of
complex prescriptions sports eyewear
Offcial stocksts subject to prescription and availability

m POLO > PRADA TED BAKER' VERSACE

RALPH LALREN NHNAKLEY FYEWE &R LONDON

We are open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, and 9am to 1pm Saturday

/ Call us Visit our website

® ALL EYES

\\\_/ ’ 20 Norman Way Industrial Park, Over, Cambridge CB24 5QE

Richardson Tree Surgery is a family business with over 40 years’

experience of domestic and commercial arboriculture.

All of our work is carried out professionally and reliably by our
experienced and friendly team.

* Council and College approved = Fully qualified and insured
* Free estimates

01954 203836 | 07799 386005 | edward.rts@hotmail.co.uk
www.richardsontreesurgery.co.uk

76 Hillcrest, Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB23 8TQ
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WILLINGHAMWI

At the time of writing we are still not able to
hold our regular monthly meetings due to the
existing Coronavirus social distancing regulations,
and it is difficult to predict when we will be able
to re-start. We are currently trying to arrange
our programme of Speakers for 2021, so that
once we can begin our meetings again, we will be
well prepared.

Despite what has been a difficult and
unprecedented time for everyone, we believe our
WI remains a great asset to the village and once
we begin our meetings again new members would
be very welcome. We meet on the second
Monday of the month at 7.30pm in the Social Club
in Willingham. If you would like to join us please
email willinghamwi28@gmail.com and we will be
able to keep you up to date with details of when
we will be re-starting.

WILLINGHAM ACTION GROUP

Sustainable Willingham - preparing minds
for an (un)certain future

Willingham Action Group has taken it upon itself
to do its bit, hoping we might open eyes to the
huge ecological and environmental challenges
ahead. As individuals we might feel our actions are
futile in the face of the major polluters and
greenhouse gas emitters or indeed against the size
of the (imaginary) heating element required to
raise the temperature of the vast volumes of water
in our seas and oceans by even a couple of degrees,
laughably regarded as an acceptable threshold.

We started this work five years ago when we
planted 1,300 trees in a new community orchard
and around the village, but many things have
changed since then as the true scale of the
problem confronts us daily. At the beginning of this
year we widened the scope of our Environment
Group; our goal of starting a Repair Café is now
on hold due to the pandemic. Instead we have
asked residents to sign up to a plastics pledge
encouraging them to reduce the amount of single-
use plastics they use.At the same time, we are
publishing information about plastics on our

website (willinghamlife.org) including the ease or
difficulty of recycling particular ones and the
toxicity associated with the process.

Our attention at the moment now focuses on food
and the contribution food production adds to
climate change.We are hoping the information we
put out will encourage people to change to help.
Agriculture has a notable impact on the
environment. In terms of greenhouse gas emissions,
23% of total human-generated greenhouse gas
emissions from 2007 to 2016 derive from
Agriculture, Forestry and other land uses. Livestock
farming also requires a lot of land for both animals
and feed production resulting in the deforestation
of many woodlands and rainforests, increasing
levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.Today,
37% of all available land surface in the world is used
for pasture. However, eating meat is an important
part of many people’s diet. It provides many
nutrients for our bodies and provides a livelihood
for many, yet we can’t ignore the environmental
dangers caused by meat production.VVe are hoping
that we will all try to eat less meat.

Another issue about our food consumption can be
researched by visiting a supermarket, and looking
at the source of the food you buy. Broccoli is good
for you (possible origin Kenya 4,300 miles away),
as are vegetables like green beans (Guatemala
5,500 miles away) or you could splash out on
asparagus (Peru 6,400 miles away). Buying more
food in season would help a lot and would perhaps
discourage supermarkets from sourcing frozen
foodstuff from the other side of the world with
the ensuing pollution problems and unnecessary
use of fossil fuels.

These projects are ongoing and we will add new ones
too.We are all microscopically tiny.And we all have
our lives to lead, our drives to heed. But, to quote
What if we stopped pretending by Jonathan Franzen
(Google it! — once read, you cannot unsee it):

“If collective action resulted in just one fewer
devastating hurricane, just a few extra years of
relative stability, it would be a goal worth pursuing.”
The massive global, top-down humanity reboot
required is utopian, but billions of micro-reboots
may just be within our reach — hence our attempt
to introduce a number of modest initiatives.
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Murray Heating Services

Commercial & Domestic

< Boiler Servicing from £63.00 + VAT
4+ Iatural Gras 8 LPG Servicing
g Grus Appliance & Heating Svstemn Fawt Diamoesds 8 Repairs
4 Doiler & Heating Sestem Uppeades
% Complisnes Checks & Landlords Cerrificates
o Lavented Hoe Water Cylinder Maintenance
4 Plumbing Repaies
M u rray W Power Flushing of Hearing Svarem

Heating Services G Uhadaf Haerr @ Weekead AAfipeinioenls

Contact us for a quote today...

Tel: 07948 548492
email: murrayheatservi@icloud.com

,,‘ CAMBRI
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Installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Points at home or in the workplace

T: 01223 430040 W: Cambridge-evpoint.co.uk

We are OLEV registered installers for numerous manufacturers charging points and can
help claim the £350.00 Government grant towards the installation of your charging points.

CAMBRIDGE
ELECTRICAL Working in association with Cambridge Electrical Services

Ltd, for all your other electrical requirements. 01223 430430

r OLEV ‘ b Pl ﬁ;‘:ﬂ{z.‘::r

[
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WILLINGHAM GARDENING
CLUB

Over the Garden Fence

Virtual Horticultural & Craft Show 2020 —As
both the Gardening Club and the Village
Horticultural and Craft Show had to be stood
down this year due to the Covid-19 virus we held a
Virtual Show in September.Thanks to all those who
contributed photographs of their gardening and
craft efforts to the Virtual Show. More of you are
taking to the outdoors and engaging with the
practicalities of growing vegetables and flowers as
well as enjoying the physical and mental benefits of
gardening in lockdown.

Photographs and articles were featured in the
October edition of the Willingham News whilst
more photographs and anecdotes are to be found
on the extras section on the Willingham Life website.

Planning ahead — If you were too late with
planting your own bulbs for Christmas flowering,
don’t worry, pots of Hyacinths, Narcissi,Amaryllis
and Cyclamen will be available at garden centres
and in the supermarkets.

One of the most spectacular blooms at Christmas
are the Amaryllis which can also be bought as a cut
flower. Buy cut amaryllis flowers at least a full week
before Christmas to ensure the buds have enough
time in the warm to fully open.They are only sold in
bud because this allows them to be safely
transported. Once the flowers have opened, they
bruise very easily. Take care not to damage them by
laying their stems across a table with their heads
like heavy croquet mallets hanging over the end of
the table as you arrange them. Choose a heavy vase
and mix with branches of birch, twisted willow or
dogwood for example.

Wrap several rubber bands around the cut stem
ends. This will stop the stem spitting and curling
upwards. Because the stems are hollow, slide a thin
cane up each one and then plug the stem end with
cotton wool to hold the cane in place.This will help
the stem support several flower heads.

Never waste money on buying moss, instead grab a
springbok rake and scarify your lawn.You’ll be

amazed at how much beautiful woolly moss you end
up with. Lay it out on a tray before bringing it inside

to give any insects a chance to decamp. It will be
perfect for pot dressing. Be aware that some
amaryllis varieties will dribble nectar once they are
open. Keep this in mind when placing their pots
around precious furnishings.

Gather festive stems — Cut some stems from the
garden to make a seasonal display. Evergreens, such
as Portuguese Laurel, Myrtle, Eucalyptus,
Sarcococca, Winter Jasmine and Mahonia, with its
foliage and flower buds, make a great base. Use
berries to make up for the shortage of flower
colour at this time of the year. Rose hips last really
well. Plunge cut stems straight into a bucket of cold
water and keep them cool before arranging in vases
or flower foam. Shop bought flowers could be
added a little later. Do remember to strip off all
foliage leaves that will sit below the waterline. Clear
and refresh the water in your container every few
days to keep things fresh.

Help your wildlife survive the winter — Make
habitat piles, piles of sticks, leaves and logs for
insects, small mammals and amphibians to shelter in.
Avoid burning waste as you’ll undoubtably burn
insects among the waste matter. Leave borders
intact. Clear your borders in spring rather than
autumn. Insects such as ladybirds will sneak into
seed heads and hollow plant stems, taking advantage
of the safe, dry shelter. Birds will take seeds from
plants left over until Spring.

Feed the birds — Hang feeders to keep birds
visiting your garden. Feeding now when natural
supplies of seeds and berries are low builds up their
strength for the winter and to survive the cold
nights. Providing additional food is essential. Choose
peanuts, sunflower hearts and suet. The more
calories the better They’ll nest nearby in spring and
be ready to eat insect pests when they appear next
year.Think about planting berry bearing trees or
shrubs. Guelder Rose, Rowan, Hawthorn and
Cotoneaster are ideal.

Gardening jobs to keep you busy over the
next few weeks — enjoy browsing the plant and
seed catalogues and planning our next year’s
gardening strategy; clean and disinfect the
greenhouse, plant pots, gardening tools and cutters,
etc. Prepare to help your wildlife survive the winter.

continued on page 41
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DID YOU KNOW?

Luxury Spa treatments are now
available on your doorstep!

English Krge

BEAUTY HOUSE

Cutting-edge spa facilities e Newly refurbished
Air Con e Monthly Aesthetic Clinic

Our purpose-built shower and treatment rooms enable us to
offer an extensive range of spa facilities and the latest beauty
treatments, using top quality brands you can trust.

Our treatment menu has something for everyone,
and with on site parking, we aim to create a unique one-stop
relaxation and beauty haven experience.

16 Berrycroft, Willingham Cambridge CB24 5JX
t: 01954 261176 e: info@englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk

Visit our website for the full treatment menu englishrosebeautyhouse.co.uk
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continued from page 39

Trees shrubs and flowers: check on a regular basis
that all is well, strong winds can damage and
untether climbers, so keep them securely attached
to supports. Ensure tree ties, stakes and guards are
securely in place and not biting into the bark, and
gently re-firm the soil around the root ball if frost
heave looks to have lifted new plantings. If we have
snow, remember to shake off the covering before it
weighs down branches, particularly conifers.

Cut down border perennials selectively, leaving
those with colour and structure. Leave grasses such
as Miscanthus and seed heads standing for the
winter, your garden wildlife will appreciate it. Don’t
be too tidy; leaving some perennial stems offers a
winter home for insects.

As plants die back and new viewpoints emerge in
the garden, consider moving objects such as
containers, garden sculptures or birdbaths to make
new focal points.

Don’t prune shrubs/topiary in midwinter as fresh
cut stems are vulnerable to frost. Don’t prune
acers and birch after December — they may bleed
from the cuts. Leave until April/July to avoid silver
leaf disease. Don’t cut the grass if there is a frost
on the lawn surfaces. Avoid walking on it, too, in
cold wet conditions.

WILLINGHAM BOWLS CLUB

With the New Year coming we hope for a very
different year in 2021.

Our plans for the Willingham Bowls Club
Community Scheme had to be put on hold due to

the Covid-19 pandemic. By the time the season
starts around April we hope there is a different
theme in the World, getting back to normal.

We still have plans to instigate the scheme as soon
as we can, our plans will be to offer rehabilitation
patients the opportunity to meet up with old and
new friends, working with Over and Willingham
Surgeries.We also hope to help those who are
suffering from loneliness and mental stress by
organising coffee and bowls mornings, this will be
available free of charge thanks to our sponsors.We
are still looking for more sponsors as we hope to
offer the opportunity to those who have some
form of disability but we need extra equipment to
make it suitable.

We have had some excellent sponsors including
FECA, South Cambridgeshire Community Chest,
Willingham and District Ploughing Association,
Uttridge Accounting, The Duke, The Porterhouse and
Eastern Marquees.

We were unable to play in any outdoor leagues
during 2020 due to the virus but managed to
arrange some friendly matches and roll ups, social
distancing observed.There is hope that we might be
able to put a team into the Chesterton Indoor
league, permission has been given to play so we plan
to start if there are no changes.

We welcome new members and we had some new
members during 2020 who enjoyed the club roll ups.
We are a friendly club and we welcome anyone who
wants to try bowls.

If you need any more information, please contact
our Secretary: lan Bissett ianbissett@gmail.com

ENTIRE

Plumbing -
Woater Softeners e

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company

Heating -
Property Maintenance

Tel: 01954 204044 - VWeb: www.entiregroup.co.uk
\ Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk

o

300007

Gas ¢ Bathrooms




MORRIS & CO

Chartered Accountants

* apersonal accounts and tax service based in Cottenham
* business advice to help you recover from the COVID-19 crisis

* accounting solutions to help you monitor your business in real-time

Contact: Linda Barnes BFP FCA
eMail: Linda.Barnes@Morris4Co.com
Mobile: 07920 096501

- ICAEW
k: CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

‘The Ségre’r Go rden’
Hair by Rachel

I would like to welcome you to my highly prestigious
hair salon in Telegraph Street, Cottenham.
I am a qualified senior stylist with extensive experience of
working in a number of high-end salons,
as well as teaching the vocational subject
for the past 5 years.

For appointments, details on services and
prices please see my Facebook page
'The Secret Garden, Hair by Rachel’
or contact meon 07712 111173.

I very much look forward to
seeing you soon!
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COTTENHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Major Building Developments — Now that the
Bellway site is almost complete and Persimmon and
Redrow have started work on their sites, there is
still a substantial amount of road works in the
pipeline around Oakington Road and Rampton
Road over the next year or so.

This Land, the County Council’s developer, were
somewhat surprised (read: shocked/angry) to be
refused approval of their Reserved Matters
application next to the Recreation Ground.They
seem to have completely ignored both
Cottenham’s Neighbourhood Plan and Village Design
Statement when designing the house styles and
layouts plus a few other things. Once they have
reflected on what went wrong, they could submit a
modified plan, taking account of our suggested
mitigations or try an appeal based on their failure.
Watch this space!

Village Hall and Nursery update — The
Recreation Ground should now be looking much
less like a building site by the time you read this.
We hope to be putting the finishing touches to the
Nursery prior to its opening properly in early
2021, providing a safe environment for working
parents and carers to leave their young children
for longer.

Similarly, the Hall is much larger and better-
designed than the old hall with flexible event space
downstairs, a bar and kitchens and a bigger upstairs
room, which offers fantastic views from the
balcony. If you would like to know more about
what facilities we now have to offer then please get
in touch or check our website for details.

Tennis courts — We were overwhelmed by the
number of bookings to use the Recreation Ground
tennis courts over the summer period.A decision
was taken at our October Full Council meeting to
apply for a grant to turn the existing grass courts
into hard courts, therefore making them usable
year-round.Working closely with Cottenham Tennis
Club we'’ve been able to submit an application and
will know the outcome in March 2021.

Zero Carbon Communities Grants — At the
time of writing we’re waiting to hear whether our
applications to SCDC have been successful for 3
separate projects via their Zero Carbon Communities
Grants scheme.The projects submitted are for tree

planting at WARG Field, cycle racks at WARG Field

and Fen Reeves and works to improve access at
Fen Reeves.

Jo Brook, Parish Clerk PSLCC,
clerk@cottenhampc.org.uk 07503 328401
www.cottenhampc.org.uk
www.facebook.com/cottenhamparishcouncil

WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

During these very strange times, whilst dealing with
the issues that the pandemic has brought,
Willingham Parish Council has continued to work
on various projects, including the following.
Highways - Traffic through Willingham has been
and still is an area of concern for both parishioners
and the Council. The Council have installed
additional interactive speed signs which are portable
and can be moved around the various hot spots. We
successfully applied for a Minor Highways
Improvement bid which resulted in the 30mph speed
limit being extended on Station Road and have
worked with South Cambridgeshire District Council
for tighter control over Northstowe heavy
commercial vehicles to ensure they are following
their correct routes.

The Council have also recently submitted a second
minor highways improvement bid for a 40mph buffer
zone along with associated works before you reach
the 30mph limit on Earith Road.We have been
working with the team from the Al4 Legacy Grant
and hope to soon see work start on a footpath along
Earith Road to the orchard. This will enable residents
to gain access to this popular open space more safely.
Environment - Following feedback from hall users
and a recent energy survey the Council have
submitted a grant application to South
Cambridgeshire’s Zero Carbon Communities Grant
scheme for an infra-red heating system in the
Ploughman Hall. If successful, this will make the hall
a more pleasant environment for users during the
winter months whilst at the same time reducing
carbon emissions and costs.

On the same theme of energy saving in buildings, the
local Energy Advice Partnership is offering local
residents free advice on energy saving measures in
the home. Eligibility criteria include low income,
poor health, and vulnerability. Further details can be
found at www.applyforleap.org.uk or by phoning
0800 060 7567

continued on page 45
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De Jure Chambers Solicitors

F21 Stirling House
Cambridge Innovation Park
Denny End Road
WATERBEACH
Cambridge CB259QE

De Jure Chambers is an affordable legal practice designed specifically
to offer competitive legal services by minimising overheads and leveraging
opportunities created by technology.

Telephone: 01223 643580
Email: admin@dejurechambers.co.uk
Out of Hours: 07964 825381

Open Mon - Thursday, 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

: Universal Fencing Co Ltd Willingham
Post Office
| Tel: 01954 230860 ) N
Mob: 07786 012990 15 High Street, Willingham CB24 5ES

T 01954 260331

Mon-Fri 08.30-18.00 Sat 08.30-13.30

+ All mail services, including special delivery

« Travel Currency - US Dollar & Euro plus others in branch.
Fast Travel Currency order service available!

+ Travel Money Card, Travel Insurance and MoneyGram

« Gift Cards for most occasions

+ Passport Photographs, Passport Check
and Send Service

* International Driving Permits and Vehicle Tax

+ Financial Products - Insurance, ISA, Growth
Bonds, Credit Cards and much more

+ Broadband and Phone Packages, Phone Top-Ups

« Bill payments

Fleld Gates Security Fencing + CRB/CQC DBS validation/certification service

+ Document Certification Service

wiarwe pniversalbencing oo gk
SUPPLY OMLY OF SUPPLY AND ERECT
FREE ESTIMATE

Peianda Faatharadoa

8 Arthur Court, Norman Way, Over, Cambridge, CB24 S5AL

Oier: NAOKEFRI 7. 30am —Spen * Free Cash withdrawls for most major Banks as
[ well as Cash & Cheque Deposits
Commerdal, agricultural, dustrial & domestic * Photocopying and Laminating Service
| Fencing contractors + Great range of Greeting Cards, Stationery and

Pack & Post Items

44 ' FEN — Issue No. 109 — New Year 2021




PARISH COUNCILS

continued from page 43

Council operations — During the Covid outbreak,
it is important that residents can access social
activities where possible and with this in mind, the
Council is working hard with local groups and hirers
to enable them to return safely to the halls and
pavilion.We have recently opened the hall to regular
hirers and the pavilion for the football and cricket
teams.Whilst access is limited it does allow the
various groups to get going again. Unfortunately, we
are unable to take one off bookings at the moment.
The Council office is manned four mornings a week.
Members of the public may be asked to remain at
the internal door upon visiting. Council meetings are
still taking place monthly and these are currently
being held remotely via Zoom. Members of the
public are very welcome to attend these meetings
and log in details are provided on the agendas which
are posted on the Council website
willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk

P
MRVIRUS

By Vanessa and Andrew Lacey, Landbeach.

Who do you think you are kidding, Mr.Virus,

If you think we're on the run?

We are the boys (and girls) who will stop your
little game,

We are the boys (and girls) who will make you
think again.

So who do you think you are kidding, Mr.Virus,
if you think old England’s (and Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland’s) done?

Mrs. Brown can’t go to town or shop at M&S,
But now she drives a lorry to supply the NHS!
So who do you think you are kidding, Mr.Virus,
if you think old England’s (and Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland’s) done?!

(To be sung to the Dad’s Army theme tune.)

Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

Carpet Cleaning

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning.

A few points that make us stand out from the others,
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

Rothwell’s, Malting End, Kirtling, Newmarket, CB8 9HH
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ar Regletatian

Thertered Fract e

Cambridgeshire based architecture studio specialising in bespoke contemporary design

- Mew Hemes

- Developments

- Planning applications

- Exrensbans & alterations

- Conversion of existing buildings

- Fully chartered RIBA practice

- Specilist in sustainable, carbon neutral and off-prid hames

info{@fenstudio.co.uk | 012213 641016 I www.fenstudic.co.ul

SUMMIT

LANDSCAPES
PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
BRICKWORK
CARPENTRY
GROUNDWORKS | ;
www.landscapingpaving.co.uk

PHONE: {31223 929384
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Rotary
Cambridoe-South Rotary Club

Club members continue to meet weekly using Zoom
with fascinating speakers, often from overseas, talking
about environmental issues such as Offshore Wind
energy (did we all know that the UK leads the world
in implementation) or climate change.

Sadly, most of our activities and projects have had to
be postponed/cancelled because of Covid.This
includes Peace activities, Memory Café and Christmas
car parking. We have been able to contribute to
some good causes locally including Kids Out
Christmas Box appeal.

Rotary has |.2 million members across 200
countries and at an International level, Rotary’s
effort continues to progress the eradication of Polio
worldwide.Working with the World Health
Organisation and thousands of volunteers, Rotary
are getting ever nearer
worldwide eradication with the
whole of Africa being declared
Polio (wild virus) free in August.
This just leaves
Pakistan/Afghanistan.

Rotary launched the campaign
back in 1985 when there were
350,000 cases worldwide each
year.A 99.9% reduction has been
achieved and Rotary has
continued with moral leadership
throughout and over $2 billion
(protecting 2.5 billion children) as
well as bringing in the Gates
Foundation and many of the
national leaders and of course
countless volunteer hours. Even
in the UK there are still 120,000 polio “survivors”,
many of whom are now suffering not only with a
disability but with post-polio syndrome, which
makes even basic functions (e.g. bathing, dressing,
making a cup of tea) a gruelling routine.

The immunisation campaign has restarted after the
Covid lockdown and of course immunisation has to
continue around the world until it is eradicated (like

Smallpox which is the only one to be eradicated to
date). Rotary regards these activities as Polio Plus and
it has given, and will give, the infrastructure for many
medical benefits including, we hope soon,
Coronavirus Covid-19 immunisation.

You may have seen publicity about Polio Plus on 24
October (World Polio Day).

Our club has planted purple (purple is the symbol
for Polio Plus) crocuses on Queen’s Green,
Cambridge as a reminder and has raised funds and
contributed to Rotary’s charity for this cause. Do
think of the Polio Plus campaign when you admire
them in the Spring.

If you just want to know more about Rotary or to
consider joining, do get in touch.We are a welcoming
club that has fun putting “service above self”.

Mike Smith, Rotary Club of Cambridge South

smithmichaelstanley@hotmail.com

Photo: Sian Franklin

CAMBRIDGESHIRE BIRD CLUB

The club is for everyone interested in birds in
Cambridgeshire and beyond.Visit
cambridgebirdclub.org.uk for up-to-date
information on our activities and the What’s
About? page with details of interesting sightings.
We also have a stunning gallery of photos by our
local, highly talented photographers.
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Plumbing and heating supplies
to the trade and public

We are a local independent company supplying
all your plumbing & heating needs, including:

Bathroom Taps © Boilers ® Bathroom Suites
Underfloor Heating ® Central Heating Radiators
Heated Towel Rails ® Showers ® Kitchen Taps
Sinks ® Baths ® Sanitaryware
Plastic Plumbing Systems o Fittings

Do not heftate to ring, email or vigit...

Unit 10, Norman Way Industrial Estate, Over, Cambridge CB24 5QE
Tel: 01954 230268 E-mail: info@dandtsupplies.co.uk www.dandtsupplies.co.uk

A.R.Aspinall & Sons Ltd GUITAR/UKULELE &
Tel: 01954 234966 Fax: 01954 234967 PIANO LES'S ONS

Unit 11 Norman Way Ind Est, Over, Cambs, CB24 5QE.
www.araspinall.co.uk

WE STOCK A FANTASTIC RANGE

OF NATURAL PAVING Learn how to play anv of these
PRODUCTS COME AND VISIT instruments in just a few casy lessons,
OUR NEW DISPLAY AREA. . .
ALL STYLES CATERED FOR

Bricks © Blocks e Lintels ¢ Cement ¢ Sand ; L - ]
i o {From Bach o Boogie, Country 1o
e Gravel » Hardcore ® Timber e Fixings Classical/ Rack/Pop & Blues)
¢ Footwear ¢ Decorating Supplies ¢ Paving Slabs ~
EXPERIENCED TEACHER

iMember of che Regiscry of Guirtar Tutors)
Lessons also available online

Opening times: Mon to Fri 7.30am — 5pm

Contact Helen on:
07798 526084

or visit wwwauitlessons-cambridpe.couk
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FEN EDGE TWINNING
ASSOCIATION

Twinning in Lockdown

For over twenty-one years, the Fen Edge villages of
Cottenham, Landbeach, Rampton,Waterbeach and
Willingham have been twinned with Avrillé, in the
Loire Valley, France; great friendships have been forged
in that time. Regrettably, 2020 is the first year that no
visit to or from France has happened. Nevertheless,
we have been able to keep in touch with our French
friends during lockdown and our first (very successful)
Zoom meeting took place on the evening of 7 May.

The visit of our French friends to the Fen Edge in 2020
had been planned to coincide with the VE-Day
celebrations. Postponing an event is always sad, but this
year was particularly hard as we had been offered a
very substantial grant from FECA to help us to mark
the occasion with a bespoke guided tour of Duxford.
Depending on the global situation, we are aiming to
get the twinning visits back on track in 2021 and if
you're interested in taking part, please keep the dates
Thursday 13 to Sunday 16 May 2021 free. Activities
will be planned closer to the time and we hope to be
able to treat our guests to a great experience.
Autumn would normally be the time for our ever-

Sameadi 9 mai 2020

Apéritif virtuel entre
amis du jumelage des
Fen Edge Villages et
' Avrilla

popular annual quiz evening. This will also be hopefully
rescheduled in 2021 but in the meantime, we have
been keeping in touch socially via Zoom. We enjoyed
a chat over French cheese and wine from the comfort
of our own homes to mark Bastille Day on 14 July.

As always, the association is keen to welcome new
members so, if you are interested in helping our
cultural exchanges, as a host, as a visitor or simply with
interest and moral support, please contact
juliagwilt@gmail.com or fenedgetwinning@gmail.com




POLARGLAZE oo

Highest Quality Windows, Doors & Conservatories
Contact our sales team to view our PVCu, aluminium

& timber product range
Leading local independent company since 1974

SHOWROOM AND FACTORY

Unit D, Denmark Rd, Cottenham, Cambridge, CB24 8TX
Entrance opp. Chegquers Pub

Tel: 01954 251290

Becky’'s Fitness

Becky's Fitness on Facebook -
drop me a message
to find out more.

All Classes being held
on-line Via Facebook Live,
up to 10 classes per week
for Just £20 per month.

Classes include:

J Fitness Pilates, HiiT, Aerobics,

' \ [ Body conditioning
& Cardio Dance

07905 097961

www.beckysfitness.co.uk
becky@beckysfitness.co.uk

FIRST WEEK FREE

o< 112 DOG BoR

Professional Dog Stylist

Longstanton, Cambridge

07507 773478

thedogbarcambridge@gmail.com

Level 2/3 City & Guilds Qualified

Fully Insured 1-1 Dog Groomer
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STITCHWILD

Pockets — A Politico-Feminist Issue?
by Diane Cowell

StitchWild meetings are still in limbo at the
moment, so here are some of my observations
made during lockdown on a subject familiar to us
all, the pocket! | happened to have the television
on while | was sewing one day; a familiar
programme about wedding dress fittings was on;
and the bride-to-be was extolling the virtues of
the dress she was trying on, because it had ...
pockets! That got me thinking about something |
had seen at a textile art show last year, where a
poem was featured in an artistic piece of work
that spoke of ‘pockets of sedition’. Apparently,
women weren’t allowed pockets in their clothing
during the suffragette movement, lest they stuff
them full of seditious pamphlets to be handed out

advocating the granting of suffrage (voting rights)
to women.

And then what should come across my desk but
a mention of a book entitled The Pocket —A
Hidden History of Women’s Lives, by Barbara
Burman and Ariane Fennetaux. This lovely and
interesting book covers in great detail the
evolution of the pocket in women’s clothing from
the 1600s to the present. It includes information
on the beautiful craftsmanship of richly
embroidered pockets, as well as some of the legal
and social issues related to these deeply
evocative and personal belongings; and is full of
interesting stories and anecdotes about pockets
as they related to both the rich and the average
woman. I'd highly recommend it to anyone with
an interest in historical embroidery and stitchery!

Contrary to today, women'’s pockets used to be
much bigger than they are now;and at one time
were much more spacious than even men’s
clothing could offer. In medieval times, both
women and men had pockets separate from
their clothing, which came in pairs; and were
usually worn on a belt around their waists.
However, to prevent pickpockets, or so-called
‘cutpurses’ these paired pockets soon were
worn under the top layers of clothing, and were
accessed through slits in men’s jackets, and in
women’s petticoats. Men had easy access to
their pockets, but women often had to nearly
undress completely to reach their pockets
hidden between and underneath numerous
layers of clothing! It was only late in the |7th
century that for men, pockets became integral
parts of their clothing, permanently sewn into
their coats, waistcoats and trousers. VWomen
were still burdened by the large, bulging tie-on
pockets worn within their layers; safe but heavy
and difficult to carry and to get to, both by
cutpurses and the woman herself! Things were
set to change after the French Revolution. The
many yards of wide, showy, fancy fabrics making
up the skirt and also showing off the wealth of
the wearer were replaced by skirts pulled in

continued on page 53




OITC

we've got your home improvements covered

fit a new boiler I . bathroom & kitchen installation I
. upgrade your heating system I . new build I
. annual service for your boiler I . home renovation I

call: 01954 782920

or visit: www.ijcbuildingservices.co.uk

1)C is a family run Cambridgeshire business with over 30 years’
experience. We offer a comprehensive range of domestic and

small commercial works across all forms of building, plumbing,
heating and renewable services.

45 Viking Way Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB23 8EL

‘Famlfy Cl-ﬁstory

‘Researc

Bridgeman
Mamrtenance

* Learn about your ancestors’lives

* Solve a family mystery
HANDYMAN SERVICE * Fact check your Ancestry tree
PROPERTY MAINTEMANCE * Give a unique gift

GARDEMN MAINTENAMCE
B b v S TR pa e T Get in touch for a free consultation:

RUBBIEH CLEARANCE enquiries@ellen-collier.co.uk
SHEDS AND FEMCING 01223 290136

01954 770308 / 07824 312732 %/@ Cé//e//’

Bringing your family history to life

WAWW.BRIDGEMAMMAINTENAMIE. COM
JALIANEERIDGEMANMAINTEMNANCE.COM Associate member of AGRA

www.ellen-collier.co.uk

52 FEN — Issue No. 109 — New Year 2021



continued from page 51

closely to the body, with the waist creeping
upward into the ‘empire’ waistline, making a
slender silhouette. This neoclassical vision left
no room for the huge pouches, but women still
needed to carry their belongings with them.

Thus appeared the reticule, a small, highly
decorated little purse, often on a small chain with
a ring in the middle to fit upon the hand. Because
these purses were so small, men were often
pressed into duty carrying women’s belongings in
their pockets for them.

Women'’s bags had evolved from the private
spaces that they carried into the public
independently with increasing freedom, bringing
with them their precious or secret belongings,
into these tiny little bags that could carry, at
most, a few coins and a handkerchief. The less
women could carry, the less freedom they had.
Take away their large pockets and women’s
ability to navigate public places with their
private writings, and to travel unaccompanied
was hindered.

Enter the Rational Dress Campaign! Founded in
1891, the Rational Dress Society called for
women to dress for comfort and for health,
discarding corsets in favour of boneless stays and
bloomers, loose trousers, all of which allowed for
free movement. It hit its peak around the turn of
the century, when men’s suits had an average of
|5 pockets and women’s had none. Pockets
became politicized and women fought for ‘pocket
equality. According to the New York Times in
1899, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, civilization itself
was founded on the pocket! ‘As we become
more civilized, we need more pockets. No
pocketless people has ever been great...and the
female sex cannot rival us while it is pocketless’!
More seriously, women felt that they should have
an equal political and financial standing with men.
Fussy, female clothing was impractical, while the
Rational Dress code allowed women to swagger
about with their hands in their pockets, standing
their ground instead of standing, blushing and shy.
Printed instructions for how to make functional
clothing and to sew pockets into them were
widely distributed. By 1910, suffragette suits
boasted 7 or 8 pockets, all in plain sight and

offering easy access for the wearer. However,
societal anxiety lingered — not only were women
able to stand with their hands in their pockets, on
point to challenge men, their pockets could carry
something secret, something private, or even
something deadly. In the 1920s, women’s clothing
became form fitting and again, pockets spoiled the
line of the dress and disappeared again. During
World War 2, when women took up deployed
men’s jobs in factories, women'’s clothing again
became more functional, including the wearing of
trousers with pockets. But as soon as the war
ended, women were expected to hand their jobs
back to the men returning home; and fashions
again became very feminine, with fitted bodices
and wide gathered skirts. Pockets interfered with
these silhouettes and started to shrink and then
disappear. Even today, most office wear for
women today lacks functional pockets; handbags
are required, keeping the handbag industry
thriving. Even so-called active wear for women,
with a few notable exceptions, tends to have
pockets too small for even a mobile phone; if it
has any at all. But due to demand, there is a new
push among designers to prioritize storage in in
women'’s apparel and there is hope that pockets
will further evolve for the better in the future.

Dangerous Coats

Someone clever once said
Women were not allowed pockets
In case they carried leaflets
To spread sedition

Which means unrest

To you & me

A grandiose word

For common-sense
Fairness

Kindness

Equality

So, ladies, start sewing
Dangerous coats

Made of pockets & sedition

Sharon Owens




TUESDAYS
HISTON

Baptist Church
Morning & Evenings

THURSDAYS
COTTENHAM
Cottenham Sports Centre
Evenings

** BOOKING ESSENTIAL ***

For further information:

Call Karen Newell - 07742 680964
Email: karenjaynenewell@gmail.com
FB: Slimming World Cottenham & Histon

slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000

DRAIKE | | g

Heating and Plumbing Fﬁl'l"'“lr SMOP

Boiler Installations
Bathroom Installations

JM‘;W

Underfloor Heating Installations LOCa| Fruit Vegetab|es
Central Heating Installations ’ ’
Boiler Servicing Eggs and Preserves

Gas Safety Checks / Landlords
Boiler Breakdown
Emergency Call-outs

Open Tuesday to Saturday

Mobile: 07496 503 770 i i

Ofﬂcz 01954 781 478 At Manning & Son, Station Rd,
drakehandp@icloud.com W|I||ngham CB24 5HG
Finduson [} Tel: 01954 206015

Facebook.com/drakehandp

www.bushelboxfarmshop.co.uk




FEN EDGE GROUPS

WHIRL AND TWIRL ROUND
DANCE CLUB

One Step at a Time — Dancing is something that
everyone can do, it is movement to a beat. Taking
part is recognised as a great form of exercise both
for the body and the mind.We teach a form of
dancing that involves two people learning to dance
together. It is simple and fun, and can be done at
your own pace. If you're interested in taking part in
an active, stimulating and rewarding activity this may
be just what you are looking for.

Stepping into the Light — Freedom and social
interaction are an important element of human life.
Without both, people get lost in a very dark place.
Learning to adapt to a change in our environment is
a crucial skill that can help overcome any adversity.

When a single issue is examined in detail the bigger
picture is often overlooked.This is something the
government had struggled with but once discussions
began with organisations, such as those that support
local government, mental health and recreational
activities, the importance of leading a free and
healthy life has been acknowledged and steps taken
to provide opportunities.

In the last few months, a lot of work has been
carried out to ensure that activities in community
centres can return. Most of it involved making sure
that the facilities are clean and safe to use.

Whirl & Twirl, has also been involved in this work
and in September reopened its doors, allowing some
very keen dancers to return.VWe would like to let
you know that our doors are always open and we
would welcome anyone who would like to come and
have ago.

The dance steps are simple, fun and can be learnt at
your own pace. Our instructor Suzanne calls out
the individual steps while the music plays. We dance
many rhythms enough to suit everyone’s tastes.

Absolutely no experience is necessary. So, take a
step forward and brighten up your day, give Suzanne
a call, she is free in the evenings and at the weekend.

Round Dance at Cottenham Community
Centre - It’s called a round dance, with a caller who
tells you the sequence of steps, so you know what
you should be doing. It is not too serious, is great
fun and is good for your health into the bargain!

Why not come and take a look, or join in on a taster
session at Cottenham Community Centre at 7pm
on Wednesdays.

07958 545 754 (Suzanne), whirltwirlrdc@gmail.com
whirlandtwirl.co.uk

FEN EDGE ORCHESTRA

Fen Edge Orchestra is a friendly,amateur orchestra,
which was formed over |0 years ago. It has always
rehearsed in Cottenham Village College on
Wednesdays during term times. Members come
from Cottenham itself, but also from the
surrounding villages, as well as Cambridge and even
further afield.

Under the direction of Evan Turner, the standard has
improved steadily over the past few years.Two
concerts are given each year — usually a winter
concert in the warm and pleasant surroundings of
Histon Baptist Church, and a summer concert in
Cottenham Parish Church, where there is always an
enthusiastic welcome.

The orchestra performs a varied menu of music;
classics, such as Beethoven and Haydn symphonies,
some early music,and some more contemporary
repertoire.A lighter programme is usually devised
for the biennial Fen Edge Festival.

There are no auditions to join the orchestra. Many
members arrive after a long break from playing, or
when they are learning an instrument and have
reached the stage when they are ready to play with
other people.

On the website below there is more information
and a contact page, and interested players are invited
to get in touch. If there is a place available for the
instrument in question, then you would be asked to
come along and join in a Wednesday rehearsal. If
there is no place at the time of the enquiry, you will
be put on a waiting list and contacted when there is
a vacancy.

At the time of writing (October 2020) the orchestra
is just about to start rehearsing again, carefully
following government Covid guidelines. Risk
assessments are in place, and we are raring to go.
Things may change of course, so please check the
current situation on the website.

fenedgeorchestra.wordpress.com
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RAMPTON MOTORS

Repairs and Servicing to All Makes of Car and
Light Commercial Vehicles

Petrol & Diesel MOT Testing by appointrment
Free Courtesy Car &vailable
Petrol, Diesel and Oil sales
IWon to Fri 7.30am to 5.30pm

& The Green, Rampton, Cambs CE24 80B
Tel: 01954 250792 Fax: 01954 206046

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, RISER/RECLINER CHAIRS, BEDS,
WALKERS, FOOTWEAR, TOILET & BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN &
HOUSEHOLD AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS, STAIRLIFTS
AND MUCH MORE

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE
EQUIPMENT HIRE, SERVICING AND REPAIR
FRIENDLY AND CONSIDERATE SERVICE GUARANTEED

Scotsdales Garden Centre
Horningsea, Cambridge
CB25 9JG

h d Tel: 01223 863908
OrC ar www.orchard-mobility.co.uk

m Dhi]it}-’ centre Monday to Saturday 9 am - 5 pm
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FEN EDGE GROUPS

CONNECTWITH CARE NETWORK!

During these

challenging c a re
times our

Community f HETWQRK
Navigators N ca

can help you -

find local support.This includes access to our
Help at Home essential shopping and our
Wellbeing Phoneline services. Speak to your local
Coordinator today on 01954 212100.

To learn more or donate to our Covid-19
response services please visit care-
network.org.uk or call 01954 211919.

FEN EDGE ARCHAEOLOGY
GROUP

We are a group of amateur archaeologists whose
aim is to promote further understanding of
archaeology by providing a programme of walks,
talks, workshops and fieldwork. For up to date

information visit our Facebook page or our blog
(feagblog.wordpress.com) or website (feag.co.uk).

FEN EDGE FOOTPATH GROUP

The Fen Edge Footpath Group will hopefully be
walking again in the coming year.The walk
schedule for 2021 will be the walks that were
scheduled for 2020, which sadly we were unable
to complete. For the full list please refer to the
website (sites.google.com/site/fenedgefg/home)
for details.

Please register your intention to join us a week
before the walk. New residents to the village are
very welcome to join us.

As this is written in October no one knows what
restrictions will be in place for Christmas.
Nevertheless, the Boxing Day walk is
scheduled to go ahead as planned at |0am from
Cottenham Broad Lane and High Street junction.
For this walk only please phone 07751 599826
before turning up.

Part P - Registered Electrician

Reliable - Local - Friendly - Family Business

ELECTR

Over 30 years experience

CERT

v hssessment of the electrical safety af yaur wiring v Periodic inspection and testing

Jl—'usn board replacement and upgrades JExtra sockets and lighting points

Jﬁmhmum alectrical installations 'lfl(ll:chan elactrical installations H AP IT

Ivufrﬁlna-allatllt: pricas with valua for money #’Immamlnn heater supplias Approved

(AII work fully guaranteed and insured tl'rGa.rden lights and water features
TRUST
MARK

IvJ,FF!EE quaotations and advice (Hﬂ job too small

o
Eovernmers: Endorssd Sondars

Call Peter on 01954 775088 or 07796 260735
10% Dlscount for Senlor Citlzens

Email: peter@electrocert.co.uk www.electrocert.co.uk
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THEGARDENBOYS| = A

Fencing specialists MJT Cleaning Services

Paving, Patios, V

. A local Family run company offering:
Decking, Hedge Work,

¢ Driveway, Patio and Decking Cleaning

e Carpet, Rug and Upholstery Cleaning
Turﬁngl CleGrOnceS. ¢ Start/end of tenancy Cleaning

e Lawn cutting/maintenance —
o one-off or regular bookings
For a free quote no obligation

Contact: John (old boy)
lan (young bOY) All Enquiries Welcome
01954 200251 or 07599 101924 E: mjtcleaningservices@outlook.com
Gardenboys@hotmail.co.uk M: 07760 457165

. %

¢ Shed and Fence Painting
e Other jobs by request

Crossways Garage
Oakington

Tel No (01223) 233003

Service, Repairs & Tyre Fitting to All Makes of
Vehicles and Light Commercial

Approved MOT Testing Station
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IVETTeREED®

GUALITY SET IN STOMNE

Our farmily-run stonemosonry business has fobricolors for leading brands incuding
wegn o hausehald name in Combridoe Gilestone, Coesarstone, Dektan onc
sinca 1896
A lrae to aur herit GE, WE are also
e design, monutoctare ord instoll bespoke crownred tor creating autstanding maermaorno
tireplaces, complernented by a large =8 iendstanes and architectural stonemosony
f ad buming stoves ana gas &

alectric fires

(Oftering o camplete terpating and
nstollotion service for gronte, quortz ono e Tl prochict ronge

atinbered slane worklops, we are approved

www.ivettandreed.co.uk e 01223 213500
615 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8PA e Open Mon-Fri ¢ FREE parking




* All aspects of Carpentry
& Joinery

« Kitchen Fitting
* Bathroom Refits
» Wall & Floor Tiling

IS
SCIrVICES

* Laminate & Wood Flooring

* Internal / External Painting
& Decorating

* Fencing
* Heating Systems

Free Quotations -

Tel: 01954 200969

Kevinwhitby 1967 @gmail.com

Quality Work Guaranteed

Mob: 07549 983817 )

ADRIAN J. READ

Al aspects of building work undertaken;
specialising in extensions, CONVErsions,
alterations, garage and loft comversions,

underground drainage work, hesting
svstems, re-wires, general plastering,
replacement windows, soffits, fascias
and guttering.

Morth View, 43 High Street,

Rampron, Cambridgs CB24 B0F { .;H
Telephone: 01954 251164 FM
Mobile: 07766 553484 e |

infdtleawaybuildingservices.co.uk
www.leewaybulldingservices. co.uk

upﬁa[stery

Antigue and modern furniture,
lnose covers, sundries.
Free estimates, home choose fahrics.

e
* mm'mw »w
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L
Unit |, Convent Drive, Denny End
Industrial Estate, Waterheach

Cambridge CB3 90T
Telephome: 01223 RAOR00
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Care, diccovery and learning are at our heart,
in weleoming indoor and adventurous outdoor
enwironmente. We provide a home from home
for your child - in a cafe, secure, fun and
earing environment. 7 e®
4 % GroetV o

aﬂﬂa et
wwuw.beachbabiesnursery.co.uk ah and

r’ ?"j

PEASGOOD & Sl&ATESQﬁ

THE FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE

EST 1847
617 Newmarket Rd Personal care and attention
7 CAMBRIDGE 24 hours a day,
% NUIZZS} 415255 by local, qualified staff
ample free parking Free professional bereavement
ul—/ on the premises support available to all our
Offices also at Saffron Walden clients

Duxford and Haverhill

e
iy
mEmEEE
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(Sl ‘ )
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Flooring & Furnishing
Care Specialist

] The Most Thorough Cleaning Ever Seen, or It's FREE!
& Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

E{i_l.l'l.-

@ Persian Rug Cleaning

@ stone Floors & Tile Cleaning

® wood Floor Sanding & Finishing
& NEW - Curtain Cleaning
& NEW - We supply & install: Carpets, Wood, Vinyl Floors

"The whole service from start to finish was excellent. Thank you.
Excellent service throughout.” Mrs Summerfield, Waterbeach

01223 863 632 -y cicecicn
Denny Lodge Business Park
Eall s et Ely Road, Chittering

www.artofclean.co.uk / info@artofclean.co.uk Please quote Fen Edge News Cambridge, CB25 9PH

QUALITY PRINTING TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

COVID recover
Now offering washable, waterproof Menus as well as

low-cost single use disposable Menus.

Ask us about ‘Track & Trace’ Contact Forms

Newsletters  Folded Leaflets & Flyers ¢ Letterheads « Compliment Slips

Carbonless Sets & Pads ¢ Invoices ¢ Purchase Orders * Manuals ¢ Business Cards

Booklets (perfect & wirobound) ¢ Posters ¢ Postcards ¢ Greetings Cards ¢ Menus

Invitations ¢ Stickers * Wedding Stationery
and much more...

Broad Lane, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8SW
Telephone: 01954 251189
print@targetprint.org www.targetprint.org
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& Made from ColorBond steel and
guaranteed for 25 years!*

#® Withstands wind gusts up to 130mph
@ Virtually maintenance free.
3

No painting or repairs are required

No risk professional installation.
Quoted & fitted by local experts

*TAL's apoly, ==8 wsbsie for deais.

w To see our full range of colours, designs and Pyt
NOW: get a FREE ‘no-obligation’ quote — CALL

012231811160
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‘® 01223 B61698

When Experience Matters Tree Surgery

Tree Preservation

Tree Consultancy

the leading East Anglian
tree care specialists. We have been
providing tree care services singe 1985,
supported by an expert team of
arborists with over

Planning
Tree Survays
Management

Stump Removal

Services Pruning & Shaping

We provide services and surveys for Insurance Reports
including local authaorities, Universities and Colleges, the

o s P . Mortgage Reports
Mational Trust, housing associations, letting agents and developers. -

Competitive Prices and Professional Guarantee
You will find our prices and terms highly competitive, We offer a

with advice and guidance on the management
and care of your trees,

Complete Customer Care
It is our company policy to deliver the

.This is a service that
goes beyond tree surgery and manages the entire project including
planning applications and liasing with local autherities, police divisions,
utility services and your neighbours,

About us
We are trusted tree surgeons covering four family generations.
Acacia is now established as a

and consultancy.

You will find our fully trained staff knowledgeable and helpful. We
complete work to industry standards and best practice, All sites are left
clean, safe and tidy.

We remain committed to providing our
increasing network of satisfied clients with
an efficient, friendly and helpful service

- where private, public and commercial clients

can
! Seasoned firewood

available all year

For a FREE no obligation quotation call 01223 861698

Acacia Tree Surgery Lid, Unit 1, 63 Winfold Road, Waterbeach, Cambridge CE2S 9PR
T0O1223 BA1698 F 01223 861608 infefacacistressurgery.co.uk www.acadiastressurgery, oo.uk



