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FROM THE EDITOR
The Fen Edge News (FEN) is delivered to all
households in the Fen Edge Patch.  Advertising in
the Fen Edge News raises thousands of pounds a
year, which is returned to member organisations in
the form of grants. 
Putting the editorial content of the FEN together is
done by myself and one other trustee as proof reader.
I am looking for somebody to take on some of this
work – to learn the ropes and inject fresh ideas.  If
you would like to contribute to the editing of FEN,
you would also be contributing for the benefit of
the local community.
Want to give it a go?
Contact me at: 
editor@fenedge.co.uk
Adrian Stephens

FROM THE FEN EDGE COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE
We’ve welcomed 2 new member groups in 2022: 
Sandy Hill Community Project Centre is a new,
innovative, not-for-profit centre near Cottenham.
The centre was formed in response to the mental
health crisis following the Covid pandemic and
offers a wide variety of outdoor activities to
support positive mental health and wellbeing for
those in the local and wider community.
www.sandyhillcpc.co.uk
The Cambridgeshire Geological Society (p13)
promotes interest in the geology of
Cambridgeshire, the UK and worldwide. The
Society created the Fen Edge Trail an exciting
project linking the geology and landscapes of the
Fen Edge to the local history, culture and wildlife.
www.cambsgeology.org

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
I would like to
introduce myself; my
name is Lucy
Dumbrell and I have
just taken over the
position of Chair at
the Fen Edge
Community
Association (FECA).
Our previous Chair,
Neil Gough, stood
down after six

productive years at the helm.  I would like to thank
Neil for his amazing hard work with FECA,
including doubling the membership within this time
– these are large shoes to fill, and I hope to do you
and our members proud!
As I am writing this, we have just enjoyed all that
the Fen Edge Festival has to offer – what an
amazing event this was! The FEF22 committee have

been working flat-out to ensure the festival was the
best it possibly could be – this is no mean feat as
they are all volunteers with their own busy lives to
lead – well done you awesome bunch! 
Let’s go back to basics – what is FECA? It is based
on the catchment area of Cottenham Village
College (the Fen Edge Patch). It is a charity run by
volunteer trustees who raise money from
community events like the Fen Edge Festival and
the Cottenham Fun Run, and generating funds from
our loyal advertisers in the Fen Edge News to
benefit our members.
We currently have 70+ member organisations from
the patch – Cottenham, Willingham, Waterbeach,
Landbeach and Rampton. These groups range from
the Guides, Willingham Wheels, Rampton
Horseshow to name a few.  It’s £15 per year to
join, this gives members the opportunity to
communicate with the 7,500+ households in the
patch via the Fen Edge News plus the opportunity
to apply for grants from the money raised by the
Association. We are always looking for new
members so please do contact me if you have 
any questions. 
The committee and I are looking at new ways to
raise money and run community events – maybe a
new event might pop up in the not-so-distant future. 
Community and fundraising are at the heart of all
we do, and we would love you to be a part of it too! 
Many thanks – Lucy 
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What’s on and when in the villages
AUGUST
Mon 1 7.30pmWillingham Gardening Club –
Meetings restart at Willingham Social Club, (p25)
Wed 3 Cottenham Gardeners Club – Coach Trip to
RHS Hyde Hall
Thu 4–Fri 5 The Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Teddy Bear's Picnic (p19)
Mon 8–Fri 19 Cottenham Tennis Club – Summer
Camp (p65)
Fri 12 6.30pm Cottenham Gardeners Club –
Evening Drinks Party for members at Somersham
Sun 14 5pmThe Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Drama:The Reluctant Dragon by Quantum
Theatre (p19)
Thu 18–Fri 19 The Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Fenland Life trail & children's activities (p19)
Sat 20 2pm Friends of Worts Meadow – Pond
Dipping at Worts Meadow 
Thu 25–Fri 26 The Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Medieval crafts, activities and trail (p19)
Sun 28–Mon 29 The Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Medieval Special Event (p19)

SEPTEMBER
Thu 1 Cottenham Women's Institute – Visit to
Sandringham House (p57)
Sun 4 Fen Edge Twinning Association – Film: Petite
Maman at Cottenham Community Centre (p17)
Thu 8 10.30am–12pm Cottenham Baptist Church
– Thursday hub: cake, coffee, chat, and a five-minute
thought for the day (p51)
Fri 9 7.30pm Cottenham Village Society – AGM &
Talk: Memories of Margett Street School, Cottenham by
Glynis Pilbeam at Cottenham Village Hall
Sun 11 3.30pm Friends of All Saints' Cottenham –
Chamber concert by members of the Medlock
Ensemble at All Saints' Church Cottenham (p51)

Mon 12 7.30–9pm Cambridgeshire Geological
Society – Talk: Metals in Magmas: Tracking Metal
Chemistry and Magmatic Processes in Indonesian
Volcanoes by Dr Nick Barber at St Andrews Centre,
School Hill, Histon (p13)

Mon 12 7.30pmWillingham Women's Institute –
Talk: Made in Willingham at Willingham Social Club (p25)

Wed 14 7.30–9.30pm Cottenham Women's
Institute – Flower Arranging by Wayne Bailey
Flowers at Cottenham Village Hall (p57)
Sat 17 8.30am Rampton Horse Show – at the
Parkland, High Street, Rampton (p29)
Sun 18 Rotary Club Cambridge South – Homeless
Football at the all-weather pitches behind Abbey
swimming pool (p15)
Tue 20 The Farmland Museum and Denny Abbey –
Heritage Open Day (p19)
Wed 21 7pmWhirl & Twirl Round Dance Club –
Beginners group starts at Cottenham Community
Centre (p17)
Sat 24 10amAll Saints' Church Cottenham –
Coffee Morning: for Macmillan at the Church Hall (p51)
Fri 30 7pm Friends of All Saints' Church Landbeach
– An evening concert by Corpus Christi Chapel
Choir at All Saints' Church Landbeach (p39)
Fri 30 7.30pm Cottenham Gardeners Club – Talk:
Digging for Victory, The Wartime Garden at Franklin
Gardens Community Room

OCTOBER

Sat 8 3.30pmAll Saints' Church Cottenham –
Messy Church Harvest at the Church (p51)
Sun 9 10.30amAll Saints' Church Cottenham –
Harvest Festival (p51)
Mon 10 7.30pmWillingham Women's Institute –
Talk:The Pankhurst Family by Maureen James at
Willingham Social Club (p25)
Mon 10 7.30–9pm Cambridgeshire Geological
Society – Talk: Darwin and the Geology of Galapagos by
Professor David Norman at St Andrews Centre,
School Hill, Histon (p13)

Wed 12 7.30–9.30pm Cottenham Women's
Institute – Musical Fun:The Band of Ukes at
Cottenham Village Hall (p57)

Thu 13 10.30am–12pm Cottenham Baptist
Church – Thursday hub: cake, coffee, chat, and a five-
minute thought for the day (p51)

Fri 14 7pm Cottenham Primary School PTCA –
Quiz & AGM at Cottenham Primary School Hall (p61)

FEN EDGE EVENTS DIARY



Fri 14 7.30pm Cottenham Village Society – Talk:
Plough Witching to Distaff Days, Rural customs of
Cambridgeshire by Maureen James at Cottenham
Village Hall (p43)
Thu 27–Sun 30 The Farmland Museum and Denny
Abbey – Pumpkin Carving (p19)
Thu 27 7pm Friends of All Saints' Church Landbeach
– Cheese & Wine with Poetry, Prose, & Pictures: Old
Landbeach Re-visited by Steve Parnwell and Susan
Edwards at All Saints' Church Landbeach (p39)
Fri 28 7.30pm Cottenham Gardeners Club – Talk
& Plant sale:The Secret Life of Plants at Franklin
Gardens Community Room
Sun 30 10.30am–12pm Cottenham Baptist
Church – Sunday Brunch Service, which begins with
bacon and egg rolls, croissants, fruit, yogurts, coffee
and tea (p51)

NOVEMBER
Sat 5 3pmAll Saints' Church Cottenham – Time to
Remember Service (p51)
Sun 6 10.30amAll Saints' Church Cottenham –
Back to Church Sunday (p51)
Wed 9 7.30–9.30pm Cottenham Women's
Institute – Talk by Brian Eversham, CEO of the
Bedfordshire/Cambridgeshire/Northamptonshire
wildlife trust at Cottenham Village Hall (p57)
Thu 10 10.30am–12pm Cottenham Baptist
Church – Thursday hub: cake, coffee, chat, and a five-
minute thought for the day (p51)
Fri 11–Mon 14 Fen Edge Twinning Association –
Visitors here (p17)
Fri 11 7.30pm Cottenham Village Society – Talk:
The WWI letters of Stanley Parker, a Rampton man by
Alison Dickens at Cottenham Village Hall
Mon 14 7.30–9pm Cambridgeshire Geological
Society – Talk: Natural Hazards turning into disasters
by Dr Ekbal Hussain at St Andrews Centre, School
Hill, Histon (p13)
Mon 14 7.30pmWillingham Women's Institute –
Talk: Haddenham Arts Centre at Willingham Social
Club (p25)
Sat 19 7pm Friends of All Saints' Church Landbeach
– Quiz & Pudding Evening at All Saints' Church
Landbeach (p39)
Fri 25 7.30pm Cottenham Gardeners Club – Talk:

Action for Swifts at Franklin Gardens Community
Room (p53)
Wed 30–Fri 2 7.30pm Cottenham Theatre
Workshop – Play: The Nutcracker at Cottenham
Village College (p63)

DECEMBER
Sat 3 1pm Cottenham Theatre Workshop – Play:
The Nutcracker at Cottenham Village College (p63)
Sat 3 5.30pm Cottenham Theatre Workshop – Play:
The Nutcracker at Cottenham Village College (p63)
Sat 3 7pm Friends of All Saints' Church Landbeach
– Choral Concert by St Augustine’s Choir at All
Saints' Church Landbeach (p39)
Mon 12 7.30–9pm Cambridgeshire Geological
Society – Talk: Paleoclimateology from Snowball Earth
to anthropocene by Prof Colin Summerhayes at St
Andrews Centre, School Hill, Histon (p13)
Mon 12 7.30pmWillingham Women's Institute –
Christmas Party at Willingham Social Club (p25)
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FEN EDGE FESTIVAL 2022
Can it really be three years since joyousness and
jollity made its presence felt in Cottenham? People
surged forth, from Friday to Sunday, shaking off the
restrictions of the pandemic and thoroughly enjoying
all that was on offer. The weather was mostly kind
and the only problem was not being able to be in
many different places at the same time! 
Tim Jones, Chair of the FEF organising committee,
declared the festival – the ninth since 2005 – to be
about family, friends and community, a time for fun.
And so it was! With an eye on the future,
sustainability was key. The reusable cup scheme was
expanded to include all bars and types of drink,
significantly reducing the amount of waste going to
landfill from the event. In addition, funds were
allocated to the government-backed Woodland
Carbon Code project to invest in woodland to
reduce CO2 emissions equivalent to the festival’s
estimated carbon footprint.
On the Village Green, at the College, in the
Community Centre Café, there was an enticing (almost
overwhelming!) range of options. The ‘FEF
programme’ was indispensable, providing details of
what was going on where and when. It helped
everyone discover an amazing array of craftiness,
singing, dancing, archaeology (fresh from the ‘dig’ on
the Broad Lane fields where new ponds will soon
appear). Then there was as a medieval combat
performance by Shire of
Flintheath that took
everyone back to the
Middle Ages – and no
Tardis needed! 
There was also bushcraft
and culture, a repair café
with restoration as its
prime purpose, animals, a
magic show, retro gaming
and graffiti artists.
Youngsters put on a great
gymnastics display and
there was a free C Fit
Bootcamp for the over 16s.
Fitness is a goal for sure in
the Fen Edge. There was
line dancing, Pilates and
Zumba on the Sunday, as
well as Whirl and Twirl to

test your rhythmic capacity.
To cool down you could relax and listen to fabulous
local musicians: Fen Edge Orchestra, Cottenham Brass
Juniors and Songs of Praise, as well as the impressive
BigMouth (over 18s) and VoxPop (under 18s) all of
whom share more than a stave or two with
TyrannoChorus which made their presence known on
the Saturday in the main marquee. What a great lot
of voices we have in the Fen Edge! 
For this FEF I was a double volunteer. I was among
the over 100 locals who carried out the requests of
the organisers to keep everyone safe when crossing
the road, to pick up rubbish and arrange chairs in the
marquee. On the Saturday it was wearing of the
green (t-shirts!) at Tennis for Free on the College
courts, and what a great turn-out it was! A real hit, in
fact, with a wide range of ages wanting to test their
expertise with a very active ball machine. On the
Sunday, Cottenham Tennis Club ran a tombola, and
managed the Crazy Golf, which was the club’s way of
thanking FECA for their support.
As for eating and drinking, we were spoiled for
choice! 1st and 2nd Cottenham Guides worked wonders
at the Festival Café in the College’s common room
while, in the main marquee on the green, the Fen
Edge Baking Competition revealed some very clever
local talent. There was an EcoZone with chefs who
brought new insight and modernity to seasonal
produce, and that which can be foraged. 

Happy crowd basks in the sun at the Venue
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There were cakes in
abundance, tempting sweets
and an array of enticing food
stalls encompassing the
world’s cuisine: Mexican,
Italian, Greek, Indian, plus
BBQs, freshly cooked fish and
chips, kebabs and treats from
the Longhorn Farm shop.
Ladybird Pre-School made 
an impression with their
Pimm’s, and the Milton
Brewery offered pints of
their inimitable nectar.
The FECA committee must
have been delighted by the
response from the Fen Edge’s
five villages. Everyone slotted
themselves enthusiastically
into the programming, putting
entertainment to the fore.
The Venue was a kaleidoscope
of live performance, laughter-
makers like Barbara and Chloe (aka Clarissa and
Daphne), young performers from CVC and local
academy schools, delightful musicians like Lucy
Maynard and Liz Monroe. It was all there: classic and
tongue-in-cheek blues, folk and country, disco and
the Beatles. At the Community Centre Café, some of
Cottenham’s finest performers provided toe-tapping
entertainment as well.
Traditions were there, too. Friday’s Tea on the Green
in the marquee, arranged by the Cottenham and
Rampton Lunch and Social Club, was a magnet for all of
pensionable age, packed to the gunnels for food and
refreshments. In the evening the PTCA from
Cottenham Primary School organised their
renowned Summer Dance in the main marquee – it
has always been a sell-out, and it was this time too.
Those keen on the outdoors and listening to late
night soul and party classics were treated to Dance
Away on Saturday evening, sitting on picnic chairs and
under protective blankets – until a little rain brought
it to an end.
Closing down of the FEF on Sunday night took various
forms. At All Saints’ Church, at the far end of the
village, the New Cambridge Singers presented music by
Vaughan Williams (this year is the 150th anniversary of
his birth), John Tavener and Jakob Mantyjarvi, followed
by Spanish songs accompanied by guitar.

In the main marquee on the green the astonishing
Luke Harries combined dance and acrobatics in a
Cyr Wheel act, a breath-taking prelude to three
sessions of silent disco, four channels of music
streamed through personal headphones. Then, the
grand finale, a fire and pyrotechnic spectacle to
remember. Absolutely amazing. 
Among those we have to thank are this year’s
Festival organising committee: Tim, Lucy, Paul K,
Rebecca N, Linda, Annabel, Rebecca B, Amy,
Graham, Andrew, Christine, Alan, Tom, Peter, Paul M,
Bob, Michele, Neil, Simon B and Simon H.
PSST – Give a little thought to the stalwarts, the
volunteers who put in many hours to set up the
festival, wearing high-visibility jackets and ensuring
the safety of all. Then they dismantled the lot so
that by Monday no trace remained of the event
that had brought pleasure to the thousands who
sampled FEF 2022. 
The festival just could not run without a mini-army
of volunteers. If you think you might have a couple of
hours to spare to help next time or if you have any
comments or feedback about the 2022 event, we’d
love to hear from you. Just drop Tim an email -
chair@fenedgefestival.co.uk

Wendy Dear

FEN EDGE FESTIVAL

Bollywood comes to the Fen Edge
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STITCHWILD
Spotlight on:  #PieceForPeace: A 21st Century
Quilting Bee!
British quiltmakers have all probably heard of
quilting bees (work parties centred around
quilt making); and exposure to television shows
like Little House on the Prairie has familiarised us
to the cooperative nature of women sharing
such work on the US frontier.  British textile
history is full of stories about women
participating in cottage industries, earning a
meagre living doing piecework during their
spare time; so cooperative sewing isn’t anything
new. And quilters are a generous bunch.  What
began for most of them as the desire to make
something to make their world a little more
comfortable, warm and beautiful often turns
into a love of the craft; and a wish to inject
some comfort, warmth and beauty into the
lives of those less fortunate. 
We now turn the spotlight on #PieceForPeace, a
mission that a couple of our members have had
the opportunity to participate in! It was started
by a German celebrity quilter, Claudia Pfeil,
who embodies the generous spirit found in most
quilters – when disasters strike, rush to your sewing
machine and make quilts.  Just after the war in
Ukraine began, Claudia put the word out to her vast
army of friends and Facebook followers around the
world  for quilt blocks to be stitched and posted to
her studio in Krefeld, Germany.  Once received,
Claudia planned to make the blocks into quilt tops
and then quilt them and distribute them to
Ukrainian children arriving in Germany.  She was
hoping to receive enough blocks (each quilt takes 20
eight-inch blocks) to hand out a few dozen in her
area.  Some of our StitchWild members responded
to the call and sent blocks over. Before long, quilting
groups, fabric manufacturers, and private individuals
were donating blocks, bolts of fabric, wadding (the
soft layer within a quilt), and thread to help Claudia
get the job done.  Pictures of quilts being handed
out to children who came to Germany with little
other than the clothes they were wearing began to
appear on Claudia’s Facebook page.  All was well!
Within the first few weeks, however, Claudia had
received 17,400 blocks from quilters all over
Europe, North America and beyond, enough for
more than 800 quilts; and she was receiving more

blocks daily.  Clearly, this was more than Claudia’s
Quilting Army in Germany had anticipated and could
cope with.  She came up with the idea of
#PieceForPeace outposts to be established in Europe,
the UK and Ireland, North America and beyond.
Outpost heads would receive quilt block kits from
Claudia, distribute them to their volunteer stitchers,
finish them into quilts, and then distribute them
locally. In the UK, a Quilter’s Guild member stepped
up to the challenge to head the UK outpost, and
before long, a network was established to piece
blocks into quilts, get them quilted and finished and
then distributed.  
Locally, we have formed a team of volunteers to
assemble quilts, pass them on to a volunteer with an
industrial quilting machine to be quilted, then on to
more local helpers to finish the quilts; and finally,
send them to another volunteer with links to one of
the many Ukrainian churches in our region for
distribution.  What began as a ‘what can I do to help’
has very quickly  turned into a worldwide initiative
that we are proud to be a part of!
If anyone in the area has any questions about helping
to make quilts, making a donation, or to request a
quilt for a refugee, please contact Diane Cowell at
cowelldm@aol.com

11
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The Fen Edge Trail is a project
set up by the Cambridgeshire
Geological Society
(www.cambsgeology.org). 
A series of walks around the
fen edge of Cambridgeshire
will, eventually, combine to link the border with
Lincolnshire, in the northwest, to the border with
Suffolk, in the southeast. The Trail takes the 5-metre
contour (where the land reaches 5 metres above
sea-level) as the approximate fen edge, with the
walks linking the local landscape and geology to the
history, culture and wildlife. The many places of
interest and significant features to be seen, highlight
the importance of the fen edge area. So far, 10 Walk
Guides have been published and another 10 or so
are due this year. You can follow the guides to do
each walk individually or adapt them into shorter
round trips, whilst the more adventurous can walk
several together to complete more of the Trail! You
can reach the start and end of each walk by public
transport (although not every day on some routes)
and all are on publicly accessible paths/pavements
(although, unfortunately, not always accessible other
than on foot). Each part of the walk has a
description of the local interest, so you can just visit
some of the places mentioned (if practical) rather
than do a complete walk. The guides can
be downloaded free from the website
www.fenedgetrail.org/overview/walks
We are currently putting together the
details for the Swavesey to Willingham
walk via Over and the Willingham to
Cottenham walk via Rampton. We are
also looking for options for Cottenham
to Waterbeach via Landbeach. One
feature of the area is the Cottenham
Sandstone, a distinctive local rock that is
part of the Woburn Sands Formation
(forming a band from Bedfordshire
through Gamlingay to Cottenham and
then north past Ely). A distinctive, hard,
dark brown stone, it can be seen in the
churches at Cottenham and Rampton. If
you know of any local pits where it was
quarried, we’d love to know! The old

courses of major rivers are a feature of the area
between Over and Waterbeach, including the small
valley now carrying Beck Brook and a previous
course of the Cam between Willingham and Over.
The walks are put together by volunteers with a
range of interests and knowledge. If you would like
to help, e.g., by testing the directions or providing
details of places to include, get in touch
info@cambsgeology.org. 
We enjoyed chatting to several people from local
villages at the Fen Edge Festival and look forward to
meeting more in the future.   

Autumn meeting and talk programme 2022 –
Talks held at St Andrews Centre, School Hill, Histon,
CB24 9JE. Doors open at 7pm and the talk is 7.30–
9pm. Visitors are welcome (£3 charge).
Monday 12 September – Dr Nick Barber,
Cambridgeshire Earth Science, Metals in Magmas:
Tracking Metal Chemistry and Magmatic Processes in
Indonesian Volcanoes
Monday 10 October – Professor David Norman,
Cambridgeshire Earth Science, Darwin and the
Geology of Galapagos
Monday 14 November – Dr Ekbal Hussain, BGS,
Natural Hazards turning into disasters
Monday 12 December – Prof Colin
Summerhayes, Scott Polar Institute, Paleoclimateology
from Snowball Earth to anthropocene

Cottenham sandstone amongst limestone rubble in Cottenham church
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Tanzania – We are installing beehives for
Naalarami school – a school for Maasai children.
This should help with sustainability and keep out
elephants (they apparently do not like bees!),
which have visited the school and dismantled the
rainwater catchment and storage that we have
installed for the school. They do not have any
other water supply.
Also, a team of volunteer students
(www.cambridgedevelopment.org) from
Cambridge University, has teamed up with us, as
one of them is a Rotary scholar. They are planning
to fly there and join with 10 volunteer students
from Dar Es Salaam to teach English to students
and teachers this summer. They will go laden with
Rotary supplied pictorial dictionaries (like those
we have supplied to Cottenham Village College),
second hand children’s reading books (partly from
the charity shop in Cottenham - thank you) and
laptops. There are now a few solar panels for
phone charging and lights for the teachers, and we
are hoping the Government will supply mains
electricity soon. In Tanzania, students must pass an
exam to go on to secondary school and if they
pass (as the students from Naalarami are now
doing), they are then taught in English rather than
their first language, Kiswahili! 
Ukraine – Rotary International has Peace as
one of its 7 aspects and Rotary in East Anglia has
now established a link with the Rotary club of
Kiev International. Their club president has
spoken to us on Zoom three times about the
wonderful work that Rotary is doing delivering
humanitarian aid. We are now financially
supporting their work, including setting up
refugee centres within Ukraine.
In addition, we are beginning to help pay for
essentials for Ukrainian refugees here, 
including in the Fen Edge.

Memory café – This is held at Girton on the first
Friday of every month starting at 10am. It is at St
Vincent’s Close Community Hall CB3 0PE. People
from Fen Edge are warmly welcome.
Homeless football – A tournament is being
planned with homeless organisations for Sunday 18
September at the all-weather pitches behind the
Abbey swimming pool.
Our club – If you would like to help with any of
our activities, we would love to hear from you. I
would be very happy to have a chat with anyone
who may be interested – do get in touch.
Please see the website www.cambridge-
southrotary.org.uk if you would like to know more
about Rotary, whose motto is “Service above Self”.
100 years of Rotary in Cambridge – To leave a
lasting facility, the Cambridge clubs have installed a
new central light and plinth on Christ’s Pieces to
help safety – do look out for it.
Polio – Rotary International, with the World
Health Organization, aims to eradicate Polio
world-wide within the next few years. Pakistan
had, for the first time, no cases of the wild virus in
2021, thanks, in no small part, to the wonderful
Rotary donations and volunteer vaccinators!  If
this continues, it will leave Afghanistan as the only
country where it is endemic – a far cry from when
Rotary first persuaded the WHO to support this
vaccination campaign. The infrastructure has been
widely used for Covid-19 vaccinations.
The recent discovery of vaccination-derived
Polio virus (in some parts of the world a live
vaccine is used, but not in the UK) in London’s
sewage is a warning to us all to ensure that we
complete the eradication of Polio from the
world as soon as possible.
Mike Smith, Rotary Club of Cambridge South,
smithmichaelstanley@hotmail.com
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FEN EDGE TWINNING
ASSOCIATION
Vive Le Jumelage – Let’s reconnect with our 
French Friends
Did you know that the Fen Edge Villages of
Cottenham, Landbeach, Rampton, Waterbeach and
Willingham are twinned with Avrillé, in the Loire
Valley, France?  The Fen Edge Twinning Association
was formed over 20 years ago and great friendships
have been forged.  Until Covid-19 hit, there were
annual trips to or from France, but as you would
expect there were no visits in the last couple of years.  
The twinning trips have always been truly rewarding
shared experiences and we are pleased to announce
that our French friends are planning to visit the Fen
Edge Patch villages in November 2022. Assuming
that the global situation does not change again 
and it is safe, they will arrive in the evening of
Friday 11 November and leave early on 
Monday 14 November 2022. This visit coincides
with Remembrance weekend and is a really suitable
weekend to re-establish our close link with France. 
It’s also been a long time since the community of
English twinners have met and we cannot wait until
November for the fun to restart. 
We will be working with the Cottenham
Community Cinema to provide a French flavour to
accompany their showing of Petite Maman on

Sunday 4 September. For more information,
check out their Facebook page. By the time you
read this, we will also have celebrated Bastille Day
with a summer picnic at Waterbeach Tillage Hall and
hosted a stall at the Fen Edge Festival.
As always, the association is keen to welcome new
members so, if you are interested in helping our
cultural exchanges, as a host, as a visitor or simply
with interest and moral support, please get in touch.
Contact natmorgan@hotmail.co.uk or
fenedgetwinning@gmail.com for more information
or visit www.facebook.com/fenedgetwinning

FETA at the Fen Edge Festival 2019

WHIRL AND TWIRL ROUND
DANCE GROUP
Strictly Fun for All
Round Dancing what is it? It is best described
as choreographed Ballroom, which is unique as
a non-competitive social activity where
everyone is welcome. It makes dance and
movement accessible to everyone. You can
learn at your own pace and comfort level in a
safe and caring atmosphere.
The benefits of movement to music for mind,
body and soul are well established; and this
form of exercise is a great way to encompass
all the elements of personal wellbeing.
We are starting a new beginner’s group
Wednesday 21 September at 7pm at the
Cottenham Community Centre. Each session is for one hour and your first will be FREE.
Why not come along and have a try? Alone or with others it doesn’t matter.
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Free Quotations - Quality Work Guaranteed
Kevinwhitby1967@gmail.com

Tel: 01954 200969              Mob: 07549 983817

• All aspects of Carpentry 
& Joinery 

• Kitchen Fitting 

• Bathroom Refits 

• Wall & Floor Tiling 

• Laminate & Wood Flooring 

• Internal / External Painting 
& Decorating

• Fencing 

• Heating Systems

K & S
Services
K & S

Services
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FEN EDGE ORCHESTRA
The Fen Edge Orchestra was delighted and relieved
to complete a year’s rehearsing after the disruption
of Covid-19. It was a joy to take part in the Fen Edge
Festival in June, and also to give a July concert in All
Saints’ Church Cottenham. The performance
included a range of music, including Beethoven’s 
5th Symphony.
As the new academic year begins, the orchestra will
be preparing for a winter concert. Look out for
details about this a bit nearer the time. Rehearsals
take place in the new Cottenham Village Hall on
Wednesday evenings, starting at 7.30pm and finishing
at 9.30pm, with a short break for socialising. 
The orchestra is a well-balanced group, and is always

pleased to hear from more potential members. At
the moment, there is space for more violins (ideally
grade 7 or above), double bass, French horn and
trumpet. If you play any other instrument and would
be interested in joining the orchestra, get in touch
via the website, and you will be put on a waiting list.
There are no auditions – when there is a space for
your instrument, you will be invited along to a
rehearsal, to see how you like it.
The orchestra is informal and friendly, and always
tries to improve its standards, coaxed along by its
director, Evan Turner.
Take a look at the website, which will give you more
information about the orchestra.
www.fenedgeorchestra@wordpress.com

THE FARMLAND MUSEUM AND
DENNY ABBEY

Have you visited The Farmland
Museum and Denny Abbey
recently? It’s a great day out for all
the family!  The Farmland Museum
is your local museum, telling the
story of farming, communities and
life in the Cambridgeshire Fens. 
The site is also the home of

Denny Abbey, a Grade 1 listed, former Benedictine
Monastery. It was lived in by three different religious
orders and finished life as a farmhouse. Today it is an
architectural jigsaw of windows, blocked doorways
and arches. Inside, the pieces begin to fit together as
visitors stand in the crossing of the 12th century
Benedictine church.
The museum and abbey are open every Thursday to
Sunday, and Bank Holiday Monday, until the end of
October from 10am to 4pm.
Throughout the summer there’s lots going on for
visitors of all ages, including a brand-new exhibition
on the lives of women in the Fens. 
Over the school summer holidays, we will be
running weekly themed activities every Thursday and
Friday, including a school for knights, life as a
Victorian and a teddy bear’s picnic. To find out more,
visit www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk.
August Bank Holiday weekend sees a Medieval
Special Event on Sunday 28 August and Monday
29 August with re-enactors ready to delight! 
We are also excited to be hosting an outdoor

performance of Quantum Theatre’s adaption of
Kenneth Grahame’s The Reluctant Dragon on
Sunday 14 August at 5pm. Go to
www.quantumtheatre.co.uk to book your 
tickets now! 
And if that’s not enough, our on-site cafe, the Docky
Box, will be open at all times the museum is open,
serving a range of homemade goodies from scones
to sausage rolls, and great tea and coffee. 
Come along soon to learn about the history of the
Cambridgeshire Fens, relax and play in our grounds
or simply enjoy a refreshing cup of tea and cake.
All admission tickets provide free repeat entry for
12 months and admission is free for English Heritage
members. We also welcome pre-booked groups and
schools. For more information visit
www.dennyfarmlandmuseum.org.uk
Diary dates
Thursday 4 and Friday 5 August – 
Knight Club
Thursday 11 and Friday 12 August – Teddy
Bear’s Picnic 
Sunday 14 August – Quantum Theatre’s The
Reluctant Dragon
Thursday 18 and Friday 19 August – Fenland
Life trail and children’s activities
Thursday 25 and Friday 26 August – Medieval
crafts, activities and trail
Sunday 28 and Monday 29 August – Medieval
Special Event
Saturday 10 September – Heritage Open Day
Thursday 27 to Sunday 30 October – Pumpkin
Carving
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www.cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk
Has your child been left behind at school? 
Maybe your child isn’t being challenged enough
and fulfilling their potential? 
We tailor tuition to your child’s individual needs 
to strengthen subject comprehension, boost their 
confidence and build important learning skills.
We cover subjects from key stage 1 up to A‐level 
using our unique online platform.
See our website for more details. 
Contact today for your free online taster session: 
contact@cambridgeonlinetuition.co.uk

Dr Laura Brown set
up Cambridge
Online Tuition with
one goal in mind –
to help others learn.

Will-WriTing anD PoWer of aTTorney ServiceS

Social JuStice PartnerShiPS (SJP)

Drafting your will or power of attorney can feel like a daunting task. 

However, at Social Justice Partnerships, we make it as straightforward as

possible for you to take this important step. We can help you draft a will, 

review a current will to check it is legally valid and up-to-date, or help you 

draft a power of attorney. Plus, our commitment to social justice means 

we offer competitive services at affordable prices. 

To find out more about how we can help you put your mind at rest, 

get in touch with us today at:

Social JuStice PartnerShiPS

info@socialjusticepartnerships.com

01223 320528

0208 798 3846
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WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Defibrillators – In the last issue we mentioned that
we were going to try and arrange training for residents.
We managed to run two sessions, both of which were
very popular with a wide age range of residents
attending. Our thanks go to Tom Miller for kindly giving
up his time to teach us all such a useful skill.
We are still waiting for the adoption process to
complete so that the final unit can be located in the
telephone box on the High Street.
Platinum Jubilee Picnic – The Parish Council
donated funds for expenses required to run the
Jubilee Picnic on the Recreation Ground. Despite the
damp weather, there was a great turnout and those
who braved the drizzle enjoyed the stalls, food, drink
and displays, particularly the band Stone Cold Stumble
who found it hard to get away. A succession of
Councillors staffed a table where a map of Council
owned properties and land was a useful conversation
starter with many people now aware of where the
Landing Ground is. The Council, on behalf of the
whole village, are grateful for all the volunteers and

particularly to Paul Knighton for the hard work (and
worry) that went into organising what was a
successful and unforgettable event.

Willingham Action Group had the following to say
about the day:

Thanks to the last-minute marquee-donors Howard
Berry and the Scouts, Tim Mead, the erectors, the stoic
stallholders, Kromebar for all their help in getting
Willingham Jubilee cups for us, Vegan Witch (food
truck), Robin from Mr. Verrecchia the ice cream van,
Cat Pawsey and her rounders crew, Teresa Weston for
the printing, Willingham Village Facebook for the social
media support and, above all, Stone Cold Stumble for
their exceptional two sets of music perfect for the
occasion. Thanks also to Willingham Parish Council for
funding the event and providing personnel. Councillors
Law, King, and Smith were fantastic. 

The Ukrainian Appeal JustGiving page ended up with
£130 with all donations now in, so thanks to those
who gave.

Continued on p23

Installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Points at home or in the workplace

T: 01223 430040 W: Cambridge-evpoint.co.uk

We are OLEV registered installers for numerous manufacturers charging points and can
help claim the £350.00 Government grant towards the installation of your charging points.

Working in association with Cambridge Electrical Services
Ltd, for all your other electrical requirements. 01223 430430

21

FECA IN WILLINGHAM



22 FEN – Issue No. 114 – Autumn 2022



Jubilee Bench – The Council purchased a
commemorative bench for the Platinum Jubilee
which has now been delivered. A spot in the QEII
field has been chosen and the bench will soon be
installed ready for visitors to sit and relax.
Environment and Sustainability – The Parish
Council’s environment and biodiversity projects are
moving forward. The native species hedge along
Barton Field, planted with a Zero Carbon
Communities grant from SCDC is growing well. 
The field, recently given to the Parish Council, is
partly woodland and partly grasses and wildflowers
that have been left to rewild over the past few years.
A display board is to be erected there with the aid
of money obtained by Willingham Action Group
from the Local giving organisation Magic Little
Grants scheme. Using information from our village
biodiversity survey and from the last owner we are

identifying species to put on the board.  The name
Barton is after the family who owned it for many
years up to the 1980s and used it for growing
flowers, like many other smallholders in the village.
Members of the family still live around the Fen Edge
patch and are helping us with our historical
understanding of the field dating back over a century.

Council Vacancies – At time of writing the Council
currently has two vacancies.  As a local councillor
you can become a voice for your community and
make real change. Councillors are community
leaders and represent the interests of the
communities they serve. If you feel you would like to
contribute to your community by joining our
dedicated team, please either call the Parish Office
for more information.

Council office details: Ploughman Hall, West Fen
Road, Willingham, CB24 5LP

01954 261027 clerk@willinghamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Continued from p21
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WILLINGHAM WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE
At the time of writing, Willingham WI is preparing for
its usual summer break, not meeting in August.
However, some of our members will be visiting the
Cambridge University Botanic Garden for an
afternoon guided tour of the garden, which is very
likely to be preceded by lunch at the Garden Café.  
For our Autumn WI meetings, we have a variety of
speakers and activities.  Monday12 September –
Made in Willingham; Monday 10 October – 
The Pankhurst Family with Maureen James; 
Monday 14 November – A talk about Haddenham
Arts Centre; 
Monday 12 December – our Christmas party.
New members are always very welcome at Willingham
WI.   Our meetings are on the second Monday of the
month at 7.30pm in the Social Club in Willingham.  
If you would like to join us, please email
willinghamwi28@gmail.com 

WILLINGHAM GARDENING CLUB
At its meeting on Monday 6 June, a new committee for
Willingham Gardening Club was successfully elected. The
meeting was also an opportunity for new and previous
members to discuss the future direction of the club,
including what activities they would like to be included in
the programme. The committee is busy planning a rich
programme of activities for the next year, from talks by
local experts to hands-on horticultural tutorials. 
The June meeting concluded with a free plant, seed and
produce swap, provided by many of the attendees, who
had been very generous. 
Willingham Gardening Club usually meets on the first
Monday of the month at Willingham Social Club, with
refreshments from 7pm for a 7.30pm start. As club
membership fees are not yet being taken, there will be an
on-the-door fee of £3 per person. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 1 August. 
For further information about the Club, please contact
willinghamgardeningclub@gmail.com

Unit 10, Norman Way Industrial Estate, Over, Cambridge CB24 5QE
Tel: 01954 230268 E-mail: info@dandtsupplies.co.uk www.dandtsupplies.co.uk

Plumbing and heating supplies
to the trade and public

We are a local independent company supplying
all your plumbing & heating needs, including:

Bathroom Taps  Boilers  Bathroom Suites
Underfloor Heating  Central Heating Radiators
Heated Towel Rails  Showers  Kitchen Taps

Sinks  Baths  Sanitaryware
Plastic Plumbing Systems  Fittings

Do not hesitate to ring, email or visit...
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A family run business,  
for local families... 

Cambridge Innovation Park, Denny End Road, Waterbeach 

Our relaxing Coffee Shop & Bar offers a modern style Coffee Shop by-day, with 
a wide range of food including: Paninis, Salads, Sandwiches & Cakes, as-well 
as barista made coffee. You can eat in, take a seat on our stunning decking area 
or take-away. For the kids we have Polar Krush drinks, ice creams and more. 
 
In the evening we transform into a beautifully chilled bar, offering a selection of 
draft beers, wines and spirits. On certain evenings, we offer different food vans 
outside our premises, where you can grab something to eat and bring inside the 
bar to enjoy with a cold drink. 

T: 01223 827170    www.evolvecoffeebar.co.uk 
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WATERBEACH MILITARY
HERITAGE MUSEUM
The museum tells the story of the
former airfield from 1938 (when the land
was bought), through 1941 (RAF) and
between 1966–2012 (Royal Engineers).
The site is now being developed as
Waterbeach (New Town). 
514 Squadron RAF 2022 reunion at
Waterbeach
Saturday 11 June saw the annual reunion
of 514 Squadron RAF at the former
base occupied initially by various
Squadrons of the RAF, and latterly 
by the Royal Engineers.
The day started with a Service of Dedication and
Commemoration at the Church of St. John the
Evangelist. The Service was conducted by Canon Brian
J Macdonald-Milne, who was Officiating Chaplain at
Waterbeach Barracks 1983–1988 and also Vicar of
Waterbeach and Rector of Landbeach.

During the service, a wreath was laid at the Squadron
memorial to honour the 437 personnel who lost their
lives whilst serving on the Squadron.
Squadron veteran Eddie Humes, who recently
celebrated his 100th birthday, was guest of honour.

Continued on p29

Members of 514 Sqn RAF Reunion. Eddie Humes front row 3rd from right.
Photo: U&C

De Jure Chambers SolicitorsF21 Stirling HouseCambridge Innovation ParkDenny End RoadWATERBEACHCambridge  CB25 9QE
De Jure Chambers offers competitive legal services at affordable prices. If you need legal advice, or want to find out more about our work with small businesses, not-for-profits, and ourcommitment to social justice, please get in touch. De Jure Chambers now has a legal aid contract for housing and debt services. If you find yourselffacing anything like eviction, forced repossession, or involuntary bankruptcy, and you cannotafford legal services, please get in touch with us. We'll let you know if you're eligible, free of charge.

Telephone: 01223 643580
Email: admin@dejurechambers.co.uk

Out of Hours: 07964 825381Open Mon - Thursday, 9.00 AM - 5.00 PM

FECA IN WATERBEACH
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MORRIS & CO
Chartered Accountants

•  a personal accounts and tax service
   based in Cottenham

•  business advice to help you recover from
   the COVID-19 crisis 

•  accounting solutions to help you monitor
   your business in real-time

Contact: Linda Barnes BFP FCA

eMail: Linda.Barnes@Morris4Co.com

Mobile: 07920 096501

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

sometimes sensitiv   

Financia    

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

o kn   s reassuring t’s   ve. So it

l advice ma  

’

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

s someone   hat there

  e persona

’ now t  

  ad  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

   al

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

ou    Please do get in t

and being local mea  
SE 100   Tsecurity of F

We offer a friendly a  

goals and realise yo  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

ch for a chat.

o help when’re here t   ns we
s Pla    0 company, St. James’

vice, b     oachable ser    nd appr

   our dreams.

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 you need us.
  Wealth Management;

 ed by the strength and

ver     ne
 ace W  

 backe     

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

SJP11709 V1 (12/19)

28 FEN – Issue No. 114 – Autumn 2022



Tel: 01954 230860
Mob: 07786 012990

8 Arthur Court, Norman Way, Over, Cambridge, CB24 5AL

Eddie, a Navigator, was the sole survivor of his crew
after their Lancaster was shot down over Belgium
returning home from a mission to Nazi Germany in
April 1944. He was taken prisoner of war, and despite a
badly injured leg, subsequently ended up on the
infamous ‘long march’ in March 1945.
Following a buffet lunch, a fly past was carried out over
the former main runway by a Hurricane Mark IIC,
PZ865, operated by the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
and flown by F/L Giles Croft. 
During the afternoon, a ceremony was held at the
memorial garden on site to inter the ashes, which had
been brought from Australia, of former Squadron
veteran Lewis Shaw (RAAF). The day concluded with a
visit to the museum on site to view the many artefacts
collected over the years to record and illustrate the
occupation of the base by the RAF and Royal Engineers.
514 Squadron Association wish to record their thanks
to Urban & Civic for allowing the reunion to take
place on the base once again.

Museum Voluntary Stewards – Do you have an
interest in history? Interested in Military or local
history, then WMHM would like to hear from you. We
are looking for people to join our stewarding team. If
you feel you would like to explore joining us, please
contact Adrian below 

We are open – the first Sunday and Wednesday
monthly, March–October 10am to 4pm.  Other
opening times are advertised on village notice boards,
social media and on our web pages. We will open for
visiting groups at other times. The adjoining
Community Room to the museum can be used for
meetings.  From time-to-time there are events taking
place on the Barracks so as there are people about,
we will open providing we have the stewards.

Contact:
waterbeachmilitarymuseum@waterbeach.org
www.waterbeachmilitarymuseum.org.uk                                                                                                   

Address: Waterbeach Military Heritage Museum,
Waterbeach Barracks, Denny End Road, CB25 9PA.
Look for the Control Tower signs.

FECA IN WATERBEACH / RAMPTON
Continued from p27

RAMPTON HORSE SHOW
This year’s Rampton Horse Show is on Saturday 17
September, all day from 08:30 am at the Parkland, High
Street, Rampton
Rampton Horse Show is a traditional village horse
show for riders of all abilities and has been part of the
local calendar for horse riders for thirty years. The
Show has a relaxed, family atmosphere with plenty of
good-natured competition. Rampton is a particularly
good Show for young riders and first timers, as well as
all of those who come back year after year.
The Show takes place on the historic Parkland site in
Rampton village just adjacent to All Saints’ Church.
Parking is available this year for cars, trailers and
horseboxes, so please roll up and enjoy a fun day out.
Refreshments are available all day including some
excellent coffee and bacon butties!  
Classes include Showing, Dressage, Show Jumping,
Gymkhana and Fun classes, such as Fancy Dress. Also,
you can bring your dog and enter our Dog Showing
classes.  All classes can be entered in advance or on the
day.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to take
part, or just enjoy spectating.
Please follow us on our website
www.ramptonhorseshow.org and on Facebook for
up-to-date news as the Show approaches.  We look
forward to seeing you there!
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NEW!  Candle Making for
Beginners (Delivered by local
company, Miller and Ward)
10am – 2pm Fee: £60
Join us for a relaxed and

informative day, creating beautiful fragranced container
candles and wax melts.  This workshop is designed for
total beginners and focuses on the use of natural waxes.
We will guide you through wax selection, wick sizing,
fragrance choices, safety and regulatory requirements,
giving you enough knowledge to create your own
candles and melts at home.   All tools and materials will
be provided.

NEW!  Planet-friendly
Cooking: Super-Seasonal
Locavore Lunch 

(In partnership with Sustainable Cottenham)
10am – 2pm Fee: £35 includes ingredients.
Tap into an abundance of cookery expertise with local
chefs Rosie Sykes and Bea Brown in a fun and friendly
cook-in. You’ll prepare a simple but delicious, two
course lunch, using local, seasonal produce. We will
round off the session by eating together (or take the
food to eat at home!).  You’ll pick up lots of tips and
ideas to help you save time and money in the kitchen
and be kinder to the planet too! 
Rosie and Bea are both part of Cambridge Sustainable
Food’s acclaimed work; they relish repurposing surplus
food, promoting climate-friendly eating and sharing their
passion for good food with others! Rosie’s third book
Roasting Pan Suppers was published by The National
Trust in 2021.

ADULT LEARNING &
LEISURE

COTTENHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE
HIGH STREET, COTTENHAM, CAMBRIDGE, CB24 8UA

ENROL NOW FOR AUTUMN 2022 COURSES
Tel: 01954 288751   Email: community@astreacottenham.org 

Web: community.cvcweb.net

Like us on Facebook Adult Learning at Cottenham Village College

Follow us on Twitter @CVCCommEdu

We will back in the office from the 5th September 2022
Classes start week commencing 19th September 2022
Half-term: Monday 24th – Friday 28th October 2022

Saturday Workshops – 24th September, 15th October, 19th November

To keep up to date with courses and updates, email your details to
community@astreacottenham.org to be added to our mailing list.

COVID 19 – Please be assured that we will do everything to ensure that you are safe while
you are learning with us. We will adhere to all Government & College guidelines and
regulations which are in place at the time of your course; and all learners will need to

ensure they comply with all Government & College policies and procedures.
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Adult Classes 2022

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
Materials extra unless otherwise stated - please bring a packed lunch & your own refreshments for the day.



Dressmaking (Sally Tilley) 10am – 4pm - 
3 Saturdays (24 Sept, 15 Oct, 19 Nov) 
Fee: £135 plus materials
For all those interested in dressmaking from complete
beginners to the more experienced wanting to brush up
their skills.  You will learn how to make basic pattern
alterations, cut out, assemble, and fit garments.  As well
as this you will be taught basic dressmaking techniques
and make samples to practise your skills.  More
advanced learners will be encouraged to make more
complicated garments. 

Lino Printing (Clive Riggs) 10am – 4pm 
Fee: £55 (includes materials)
Suitable for beginners or those with some experience.
An in-depth exploration of a range of techniques both
for multiple prints or one-offs.  You will have the
opportunity to print by hand or with a press, producing
both colour and black & white.  All materials included.

Screen Printing on Fabric (Ricki Outis), 
10am – 4pm Fee £45 plus materials
Small scale screen printing - the emphasis is on the
experimental, creating simple paper stencils with small
silk screens to create bold shapes and pattern on fabric.
The course is aimed at those with some experience of
screen printing as well as beginners and it is an
opportunity to work in a studio atmosphere with tutor
support. Come with lots of plain fabrics and leave with a
great pile of colourful prints!

Spectacular Stained Glass (Lisa Fretwell) 
10am - 4pm: £45 plus materials
During this workshop you will create a unique and
beautiful Copperfoil Stained Glass panel based upon a
nature theme. Experiment with cutting glass, shaping it
using a grinding machine, copper foiling it, and finally
attaching the fragments together with a soldering iron. A
choice of designs will be available for you to use unless
you would like to bring your own. Please bring a printed
picture with you and then I will translate it into a design
for glass.  Materials extra.

Upholstery (Lisa Cramp) 10am – 4pm - 
3 Saturdays (24 Sept, 15 Oct, 19 Nov) 
Fee: £135 plus materials
Learn the techniques and skills to upholster a small
chair or stool in traditional or modern upholstery.
Intermediate level learners can continue to upholster an
existing project or to start a larger project in either
modern or traditional upholstery learning new and
more advanced techniques (Students bring their own
piece of furniture – materials extra).

NEW! Woodland Wall Art (Melanie Missin-Keating)
10am - 4pm Fee: £45 plus materials
Come and join in this Autumn creating a wonderful
piece of woodland art.  In this workshop, you'll be using
a variety of techniques, including transfer paints, print
blocks, free motion embroidery and gilding flakes, to
make your own wall hanging based on trees.

Felted Bags (Ricki Outis) 10am – 4pm 
Fee: £45 plus materials
We will be starting with fleece and building up layers to
make an amazing, felted bag without any seams. You will
learn the basics of wet felting and use of resist shapes.
Guidance will be given on design so that you create
your own template, and your bag will be totally unique.
Lots of soap, warm water, rubbing and rolling- wet
felting is a very sensory activity and the result is
luxurious, colourful, and textural.

NEW!  Planet-friendly
Cooking: Autumn
Locavore Brunch 

(In partnership with Sustainable Cottenham)
10am – 2pm Fee: £35 includes ingredients.
Tap into an abundance of cookery expertise with local
chefs Rosie Sykes and Bea Brown in a fun and friendly
cook-in. You’ll prepare a simple but delicious, two
course brunch, using local, seasonal produce. We will
round off the session by eating together (or take the
food to eat at home!). You’ll pick up lots of tips and
ideas to help you save time and money in the kitchen
and be kinder to the planet too! 

Rosie and Bea are both part of Cambridge Sustainable
Food’s acclaimed work; they relish repurposing surplus
food, promoting climate-friendly eating and sharing their
passion for good food with others! Rosie’s third book
Roasting Pan Suppers was published by The National
Trust in 2021.

NEW! Art of Listening (Ruth Barnett) 
10am – 4pm Fee: £45
In our world of communicating through technology, we
may have temporarily mislaid our ability to receive
information from others and respond in a useful,
meaningful way.  In this one-day workshop we will go
back to basics to equip you to have positive interactions
in settings which may otherwise have been difficult to
handle. We will practice different techniques to enable
you to feel more confident in day-to-day exchanges.
Listening is a serious business but learning about it will
be fun.  Should you feel inspired to continue building on
these practical skills, this workshop may stand as a
precursor to a foundation course in counselling skills.

SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER
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T’ai Chi: Qigong in Autumn (Alison Warlow)
10am – 1pm Fee: £23
In this workshop we will practise qigong (chi kung)
exercises to help us tune into the qualities of the season
- releasing what is no longer useful and crystallising
what is valuable.  In the Chinese five element tradition
Autumn is the season of Metal, so we will also be
focussing on its associated organ, the lungs.

Basic Life Support First Aid for Adult and
Paediatrics (Colin Fordham) 10am – 1pm Fee: £35
This short course covers the key lifesaving aspects for
adult and paediatric first aid.  You will be taken through

the lifesaving aspects of CPR, recovery position and
managing a choking casualty.  A certificate of attendance
will be given on successful completion of the course.

An Introduction to Exercise: Pilates, Yoga and
Exercise to Music (Sarah Ferries) 10am – 2pm
Fee: £30
This half day session gives a good introduction to three
popular forms of exercise and is aimed at those people
who are new to exercise or have fallen out of the habit.
All the sessions are low impact and can even be done in
a chair if necessary.

NEW!  Christmas Candle Making
(Delivered by local company, Miller
and Ward) 10am – 2pm Fee: £60
Join us for a festive themed candle
making workshop where you will make

a variety of products to scent your home with this
Christmas! The course is designed for total beginners
and focuses on the use of natural waxes. We will guide
you through wax selection, wick sizing, fragrance
choices, safety and regulatory requirements, giving you
enough knowledge to create your own candles and
melts at home.   All tools and materials will be provided.

Hosting an Indian Dinner (Mina Joshi) 
10am – 4pm Fee: £45 (plus ingredients)
Come and join us to learn how to cook delicious Indian
food. On the menu will be garlic and coriander paratha,
cardamom rice, mixed vegetable curry and cucumber raita.  

Mindfulness and Relaxation Techniques for
Beginners (Pauline Matthews) – 10am – 1pm
Fee: £23
Do you wish you could learn a new skill and practice it
anywhere?  After a difficult few years this workshop will
give you an opportunity to have a few hours to yourself
and learn techniques to feel more at ease with the

world.  Look at how you can incorporate being kinder
to yourself in everyday life and give you a sense of being
'in the moment', feeling less rushed and able to get more
out of life.  This course will be taken at your own pace
with an opportunity to share your experiences and
explore what works best for you.

Silver Jewellery Making for Beginners 
(Tina Yates) 10am – 4pm Fee: £70 plus materials
This is a day for those who would like to learn some
basic silversmithing skills, including soldering, shaping,
and texturing. These skills will then be used to make
some simple pieces of jewellery, including two simple
rings, cut out a shape for a small pendant, or, if time
allows, two shapes for earrings. Principles of designing
and knowledge of Hallmarking will also be covered.  

NEW! Calligraphy for Christmas (Liz Barrow)
10am – 4pm Fee: £45 plus materials
This workshop is suitable for beginners and more
experienced calligraphers alike.  You’ll start by learning
or revising a traditional script, and then you’ll put your
lettering skills to use in a choice of festive projects.
You’ll go home with lots of ideas for making
hand-lettered and decorative items to appeal to all the
family and enhance your Christmas table or tree.

SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER

Watercolour Painting for Improvers (David
Hyde) – 10 weeks 9.45am – 11.45am Fee: £130
starts 19th September 
This course is for people with some experience of
Watercolour. It is the most popular medium, and for
very good reason. There is little to compare with the
beauty of transparent colour washes; watercolours are
handled in a way that is impossible with other mediums.
This course will have a definite bias towards traditional
landscape painting. There will be plenty of new colour

mixes, tips and ‘tricks of the trade’ for you to learn and
enjoy.  Learners to provide own materials.

Dressmaking (Sally Tilley) – 10 weeks
12.30-2.30pm Fee: £130 starts 19th September
Learn how to make basic pattern alterations, cut out,
assemble and fit garments. Be guided through the
purchase of fabrics & patterns, basic dressmaking
techniques and make samples to practise your new
skills. Suitable for all abilities. Materials extra.

DAYTIME & EVENING CLASSES

MONDAY
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Creative with Clay (Larry Mogridge) – 10 weeks
7-9pm Fee: £155 includes clay & firing starts 
19th September
Explore, create and express your ideas in the versatile
medium of clay.  Practise techniques including hand
building, throwing, decoration and glaze effects using a
variety of stoneware clays, slips, and glazes.  

NEW! Spanish for Beginners (Lili Caceda) – 
10 weeks 7-8.30pm Fee: £100 starts 19th
September
A dynamic course with activities designed for you learn the
basic language skills to communicate simply in everyday
situations in Spanish, such as how to greet, introduce oneself
and basic conversations. No experience required. 

NEW! Drawing Techniques for Beginners (Lisa
Fretwell) – 6 weeks (alternate Mondays) 7-9pm 
Fee: £78 plus materials starts 19th  September
During this short course, I will show you the basics of
how to use a variety of drawing techniques through a
series of exercises that can be used to draw anything!

This course will be running every other Monday evening
so that students have time to complete their work in
their own time in-between classes. 

NEW! Pilates for Absolute Beginners 
(Sarah Ferries) – 6 weeks 6.15 – 7.15pm
Fee: £40 starts 26th September
A fun class that will help learners find the tools to move
well and safely and build greater awareness of their
posture, alignment, and breathing. Using Pilates exercises,
with modifications where needed, learners will explore
the main principles of Breathing, Balance, Centring,
Concentration, Control, Flow and Precision. The class is
low impact and will have standing, seated, and laying on
the floor components.

NEW! Pilates for Improvers (Sarah Ferries) – 
6 weeks 7.30 – 8.30pm
Fee: £40 starts 26th September
For those who have already learnt some Pilates and
want to progress and improve on their strength,
mobility, and flexibility in a safe yet challenging way. 

Drawing Techniques for Beginners 
(Lisa Fretwell) – 6 weeks (alternate Tuesdays)
9.30 – 11.30am 
Fee: £78 plus materials starts 20th September
During this short course, I will show you the basics of
how to use a variety of drawing techniques through a
series of exercises that can be used to draw anything!
This course will be running every other Tuesday
morning so that students have time to complete their
work in their own time in-between classes. 

Contemporary Textiles:  Waste Not, Want Not
(Ricki Outis) – 6 weeks (alternate Tuesdays)
10am – 3.30pm plus materials
Fee: £215 starts 27th September
This term our theme will be sustainability.  We’ll start
with some worn pairs of denim jeans, chop them up,
reassemble, embellish with dyes, apply stitch (darning
and decorative), and metal waste to make a unique
piece of textile art.  Then we’ll explore other recycled
materials and make our own handmade papers. The
emphasis will be on the experimental. Join us to
reinforce, reuse and up-cycle!

Fitness for Mature Movers (Margaret Briggs) – 
5 weeks 11.30am-12.30pm Fee: £30 
PLOUGHMAN HALL, WILLINGHAM starts
20th September
Gently stretch and tone in a friendly class, all
movements to your own ability which will improve your
balance and agility. You really are never too old to start
toning those muscles!  

Guitar Roots & Branches (Brooks Williams) – 
7 weeks 6.45-8.45pm Fee: £90 starts 11th October
Classes taking place on 11th, 18th October; 1st,
22nd, 29th November; 6th, 13th December
A fun, hands on workshop with lots of playing & singing.
Expand your guitar playing by exploring the music that
inspired the music we know. We will be looking at
strumming and fingerpicking, chords that move up the
neck of the guitar, and riffs we can play based around
those chords.  We will do all this by learning and playing
classic blues, country, folk and rock songs.  Participants
should be familiar with the basic 1st position chords
like: E, A, G, D, C, B7, F, Em, Am, Dm, Bm.

Introduction to Woodwork & Carpentry 
(Chris Dommett) – 10 weeks 7-9pm Fee: £130
starts 20th September
An informative & enjoyable course enabling progression
from idea to conclusion.  We offer a top quality,
extensively equipped workshop you will design & make
a woodwork project of your choice.  Suitable for
complete beginners and those wishing to work on
projects.  Bring your own woodwork materials.    

T’ai Chi for Improvers (Alison Warlow) – 
10 weeks 7-8pm Fee: £65 starts 20th September
For those with at least one year’s experience.

T’ai Chi for Beginners (Alison Warlow) – 
10 weeks 8-9pm Fee: £65 starts 20th September
For beginners.

TUESDAY

34 FEN – Issue No. 114 – Autumn 2022

Adult Classes 2022



Creative with Clay (Larry Mogridge) – 10 weeks
7-9pm Fee: £155 includes clay & firing 
starts 21st September
Explore, create and express your ideas in the versatile
medium of clay.  Practise techniques including hand
building, throwing, decoration and glaze effects using a
variety of stoneware clays, slips and glazes.  

Fitness for Mature Movers (Margaret Briggs)
Cottenham Village College – 5 weeks
2.30-3.30pm 
Fee: £30 starts 21st September
Gently stretch and tone in a friendly class, all
movements to your own ability including chair-based
activities which will improve your balance and agility and
grow confidence.  You really are never too old to start
toning those muscles! 

Silver Jewellery Making (Tina Yates) – 5 weeks,
7–9pm Fee: £100 starts 2nd November
For those who want to get started in creating their
own silver jewellery designs, and for those who may
have done some previous silver work and want to build
on those silversmithing skills.   You will learn
the principles of shaping and soldering silver to create
jewellery and the practical side of designing your own
pieces. And for those who have some experience, you
will have help in learning further techniques to create
your designs. 

NEW! Calligraphy (Liz Barrow) - 5 weeks,
9.30am – 1pm Fee: £110 starts 21st September
This practical, hands-on course is suitable for complete
beginners to calligraphy, but will also be of interest to
those who have done some calligraphy before (perhaps
at Summer School or a one-day workshop.) Looking at
some amazing manuscripts which were scribed
hundreds of years ago, we will write a modern version
of a historical script. We will add various decorative
touches, ranging from knotwork to the use of colour
and gold to embellish the calligraphy. Everyone will have
the chance to create at least one finished piece of work
as a showcase for your new skills.

NEW! A Little Book of Stitches (Melanie
Missin-Keating) – 10 weeks, 7-9pm Fee: £130
starts 21st September
There is nothing quite like hand embroidery. Some
people use it to ‘paint’ their canvas or fabric to create
the most amazing pictures, whether they are beautiful
landscapes, still life or abstract, these will always be
pieces of textile art. Embroidery stitches and techniques
are as old as time itself and I am happy to share some of
them with you. I hope you can share this ancient craft to
keep this artform alive and kicking! You will be making a
little book, using different embroidery stitches and some
of their variants. You will stitch sample stitch pages and
some pictorial pages using the sample stitches learnt. The
book will then be put together using ribbon and beads.

French Conversation (Jean-Louis Barges) – 
10 weeks 10am-12 noon Fee: £130 
starts 22nd September
An informal conversation class to develop and improve
your French.  Learners should have a good knowledge
of French with at least 2 years’ experience.

Upholstery (Lisa Cramp) – 10 weeks
10am-3.30pm Fee: £325 starts 22nd September
Learn the techniques and skills to upholster a small
chair or stool in traditional or modern upholstery.
Intermediate level learners can continue to upholster an
existing project or to start a larger project in either
modern or traditional upholstery learning new and
more advanced techniques (Students bring their own
piece of furniture – materials extra).  

NEW! Art History - Rococo to Impressionism
(Lisa Fretwell) – 10 weeks 12.30 – 2.30pm 
Fee: £130 starts 22nd September 
This course is aimed at anyone who would like to know
more about European painting between 1715–1886.
Introducing the main art movements during this period
including the Romantics, the Pre-Raphaelites and
Impressionism. Selected artists including – Monet, Millet,
Turner and Fredrick will be studied each week so that
students can gain an insight into how the periods linked
together, and why these artists and their works were so
important during this era.

Upholstery (Lisa Cramp) – 10 weeks
10am-3.30pm Fee: £325 starts 23rd September 
Learn the techniques and skills to upholster a small
chair or stool in traditional or modern upholstery.
Intermediate level learners can continue to upholster an

existing project or to start a larger project in either
modern or traditional upholstery learning new and
more advanced techniques (Students bring their own
piece of furniture – materials extra).

FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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Saturday 15th October
All about Birds!

10 - 11.30 am (Suitable for children aged 4-10)
During this workshop you will be given an interactive experience, including looking at birds and learning how to
identify them, listening to their songs and learning how to recognise them in your garden. Secondly, you will be
shown how to make recyclable fat balls for your garden to take home with you, and finally, you will be shown

step by step how to draw a bird and use colours to create realistic looking feathers.

Saturday 19th November
Make a Christmas Bag!

10 - 11.30 am (Suitable for children aged 5-10)
Draw your own celebratory motif, cut it out and screen print it onto a cloth bag. This makes a unique gift bag
which can be passed on year after year. You can slip a gift in it for your grandparents or just keep it yourself, to

safely store your special holiday treasures!

All children must be joined by their adult or carer.  Each child place: £10.  
Accompanying adult can attend for free!

Email the Adult Learning team to find out more: community@astreacottenham.org

SATURDAY FAMILY WORKSHOPS - Returning this Autumn
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NEW ADULT LEARNING COURSE IDEAS:
We’re always keen to know about new course ideas – contact the Adult Learning team if you have ideas
about new courses that you’d like to try, or if you’re a Tutor who would like to offer a new course for us.  

Tel: 01954 288751 or Email: community@astreacottenham.org 

ENROLLING IN CLASSES – Adult Learning Terms & Conditions
Office hours – during term time only: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm and Monday–Wednesday
evenings 6.30-8pm.  
Enrolling by phone: call us on 01954 288751
Enrolling by email: community@astreacottenham.org with full details of course, name, address
and telephone number.
Payment: by cash, cheques made payable to ASTREA ACADEMY TRUST, or by debit/credit card.

Enrolment and Fee Policy
- For full course information: community.cvcweb.net
- Material charges are not included in the course fee unless otherwise stated.
- We accept bookings over the phone, please have your credit/debit card to hand.
- We welcome enquiries by email but please DO NOT quote your card payment details on email.
- Enrolments are welcome throughout the year.
- Courses with fewer than the minimum number of learners may have the option of continuing on
payment of supplementary fees.
- Fees are payable in full at the time of booking a course. We accept payment by all major debit and
credit cards, cheques (payable to Astrea Academy Trust) or cash in person.
- Please note, should you withdraw from a course that continues to meet you will still be liable to pay
any outstanding fees.  
- Refunds will be paid in full if  a class is unable to start due to insufficient enrolments.  
- Refunds cannot be given if  a course has already started, unless you cancel your place for medical
reasons, in which case a Doctor’s Certificate is required.
- Concessionary fees may be available at the discretion of the College if  you are: 

in receipt of the “Guaranteed Credit” element of the Pension Credit
in receipt of a means tested benefit, e.g. Working Family Tax Credit
in receipt of Universal Credit

DATA PROTECTION: OPT-IN to receive information about courses – if  you wish to
receive information about Adult Learning courses please email your details to
community@astreacottenham.org, and you will be added to the mailing list.

Cottenham Village College aims to ensure that all personal data collected about staff, pupils, parents,
governors, visitors and other individuals is collected, stored and processed in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA
2018). To see our data protection policy please go to:
https://www.astreacottenham.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Astrea-Data-Protection-Policy-2
019-21.pdf
Learner Information
- If  you have given us your email address, you will receive confirmation of your place following
enrolment. Contact Adult Learning 01954 288751 or Email: community@astreacottenham.org
- Please note that we attempt to run classes on consecutive weeks, however if  this isn’t the case we
will let you know the dates in advance as far as possible 

- In the event of Tutor illness or school closure due to severe weather conditions resulting in a
cancelled class, an additional class may be offered at the end of the course
- Free parking is available (at own risk)

- PAT Testing – any personal electrical items used on school premises must hold a current PAT
certificate unless under 1 year old, eg: Sewing Machine, Overlocker, glue guns, soldering irons etc.

Equality & Diversity
We are fully committed to equality of opportunity and welcome enrolments from all adults aged
19+.  We positively encourage all learners with any concerns about specific needs which might affect
their learning to discuss their requirements with us in confidence. We believe that everyone is
entitled to learn in an environment that is free from discriminatory behaviour so that we build a
community based on mutual trust and respect. We will do our best to ensure that resources and
equipment are accessible to all and make reasonable adjustments to ensure that all learners can
access activities.

Additional Learning Support
We welcome learners with disabilities, learning difficulties, medical conditions and other needs. If  you
would like to discuss how we can support you to reach your learning aim, please speak to your Tutor
or ask for a confidential discussion with the Adult Learning office 01954 288751. 

Safeguarding
We’ve made arrangements to ensure that you are safe in Cottenham Village College. If  you feel you
are not safe for any reason, eg. through verbal or physical abuse or you have been discriminated
against, tell your Tutor or the Adult Learning office, who will investigate to ensure your safety.  

National Careers Service (NCS) Careers advice is available to all learners.  The NCS provides
free information and guidance on all aspects of learning, skills development and employment.  
Help is provided in a way that suits you, on-line, face to face or by telephone.  

Transport Difficulties
If you would like to attend a class but have no transport please contact us on 01954 288751

Learning Partners
If  you are interested in being a learning partner in a class of your choice (you do not pay fees) to
enable you to offer help to someone requiring support, please get in touch with us – 
Tel:  01954 288747.

INSURANCE AND LOSSES
Cottenham Village College cannot accept responsibility for accidents to members of  clubs and
classes other than those covered by the College’s Public Liability Insurance, nor for loss of
personal property left on the premises or in a car, nor for damage to cars and bicycles - parking is
at your own risk.  



Cottenham Sports Centre boasts an array of quality sports facilities; 
open to the public: 
Monday – Friday 4pm-10pm, Saturday 8am-5pm & Sunday 8am-12pm
Tel: 01954 288760 or visit: cottenhamsportscentre.co.uk

• Fitness suite (Cardio and weight resistance machines)
• A dance / aerobics studio, with wood sprung floor with 
Air Conditioning & Heating
• A floodlit artificial turf pitch

• Multi use sports hall (3 badminton courts)
• Gymnasium (smaller hall suitable for martial arts, etc.)
• Four floodlit tennis / netball courts
• Modern changing rooms, with showers and lockers

These excellent facilities are available to clubs, groups and individuals to hire on either a block booking or casual basis.

Badminton Classes
For Dates visit – Badminton & Social Classes (cottenhamsportscentre.co.uk)

Kids Club                          5.30 – 6.30pm                                 
Beginners                         6.00 – 7.00pm                                 £5 per session Pay as You Go
Intermediates                   7.00 – 8.00pm                                 £5 per session Pay as You Go
Advanced                         8.00 – 10.00pm                               £5 per session Pay as You Go

DISCOUNTED TERM PRICES AVAILABLE

FITNESS CLASSES 2022
Monday:                 Circuits                                             7-8 pm                           Gymnasium
Tuesday:               BOXFIT (coming soon)                   7-8pm                            Gymnasium
Saturday:               Circuits (coming soon)                   8-9am                           Outside/Main Sports Hall
Per Class:              £5/6
(More classes starting later in the year / visit our website for more information)

Fitness Suite Memberships
Silver Membership Student (Gym Only) £15.00 per month
Silver Membership Adult Standard (Gym Only) £17.00 per month
Silver Membership Over 60’s (Gym Only) £13.00 per month

Gold 3 Month Membership Student (Gym Only) £36.00 per month
Gold 3 Month Membership Adult Standard (Gym Only) £41.00 per month
Gold 3 Month Membership Over 60’s (Gym Only) £30.00 per month

NHS Monthly Membership £13.00 per month
Single Session: £6.00 (Weekends – £3)

SPORTS CENTRE MEMBERSHIPS & COURSES
We run a number of sports courses for adults and children. 

PLEASE NOTE: ALL FEES MUST BE PAID BEFORE THE START OF THE MEMBERSHIP OR COURSE IF APPLICABLE
To book a Sports Centre membership/course, please visit our website or contact 01954 288760 from 4pm

Prices per Hour
Badminton                          £9.00 per court                               9-A-Side Outdoor 3G Pitch     £64.00
Basketball                           £8.00 per mini court                        Sports Hall Room Hire            £35.00
Tennis Court                       £6.50 per court                               Dance Studio Room Hire         £18.00
Netball Court                     £18.00 per court                             Gymnasium Hall Room Hire     £22.00
5-A-Side Indoor Football     £35.00                                             Children’s Parties                    Prices vary on activity
5-A-Side Outdoor 3G Pitch £32.00                                             

Get in touch to find out what else we have to offer.
We also have discounted club rates available.

VENUE HIRE at COTTENHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE
Excellent facilities available for hire evenings and some weekends for meetings, conferences or clubs.

This can be on a block booking or casual basis.  Contact the College for further information on 01954 288751
Or Email community@astreacottenham.org
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Online Booking System
It has never been easier now to book an activity, pay for a Gym Membership 

or to grab any offers available. 

Our system operates 24/7 and can be used on your home computer, phone, or tablet.
New customers to our online booking system will need to create an account. 

You will be asked for your name, address, contact details and emergency contact details.
Once created, you can log in whenever and wherever you are. 

All transaction are secure through 'Opayo'.
Use the address below to access the site 

cottenhamsportscentre.co.uk/online-booking

Supporting Locally
At Cottenham Sports Centre, we are determined to provide excellent and affordable 

sport and fitness activities to the local communities and further afield. 

We also want to help community groups and organisations find a home for their events and activities.
We are proud to provide a home to so many sport and fitness clubs/organisations. 

These groups include Cottenham Colts Football, Cottenham Tennis Club, Cottenham Gymnastics, 
ABM School of Ballet, Rink Hockey, Cottenham Netball Club, Slimming World and more!

Cottenham Sports Centre Membership – Year Pass
                                                One off fee of £50 to gain access to everything we have to offer!

What's included:
- Every Sporting Activity Discounted

- Every Sporting Course Discounted (Term & PAYG)
- Gym Membership Discounted (Silver Monthly Memberships Only)

- Every Fitness Class Discounted (In partnership with the Sports Centre)
- Offers Available Only to Members

- Online and Reception Purchases – Visit our website for more details

We look forward to welcoming you at Cottenham Sports Centre. 
Your local community sports & fitness centre

Adam Newland – Sports Centre Manager



FRIENDS OF ALL SAINT’S
CHURCH, LANDBEACH 
Opening up our Parish Church building to community projects
Events Look-ahead – There has been a splendid
series of events in the village over the spring and the
Jubilee celebrations; it is all happening at Landbeach!
Do join us at these events – 7pm for 7.30pm start.
Friday 30 September – An evening concert by the
Corpus Christi Chapel Choir in All Saints’ 
Thursday 27 October – Old Landbeach Re-visited:
Cheese & Wine with Poetry, Prose, & Pictures; all
validated by a reunion of former members of the
Landbeach Village School. Led by early resident Steve
Parnwell, and Susan Edwards.
Saturday 19 November – Pudding Evening, that
perennial favourite as the nights draw in, with quizzes
as always – and no cheating!
Saturday 3 December – An evening choral concert
by the St Augustine’s Choir; with numbers to open the
Christmas season.
Contact: foals.info@gmail.com or
john.buckley@sustenergy.co.uk  01223 861836  

Bell ringing – Funds raised by FOALS are being
donated to the bell augmentation fund; adding two
lighter bells to increase the number of bells in our
tower from four to six; plus a training bell. This project
will make the bell tower very attractive to ringers
new and old.  The bell ringers are always keen to
welcome new ringers; with an introduction and trial,
and expert tuition, for this reviving ancient and
traditional skill.  
Do make contact if you might be interested:  Barbara
LeGallez blegallez@yahoo.co.uk or 01223 860283

LANDBEACH TITHE BARN TRUST    
Celebrating the opening of eco-toilets – perhaps
an unusual thing to celebrate but these newly installed
eco-toilets will be a game changer for the charity,
enabling more people to enjoy the Tithe Barn in
Landbeach and its varied events offered throughout
the year.
Following intense discussion and research, successful
fundraising has made this project possible thanks to

FECA IN LANDBEACH

Continued on p41

A.R.Aspinall & Sons Ltd
Tel: 01954 234966 Fax: 01954 234967

Unit 11 Norman Way Ind Est, Over, Cambs, CB24 5QE.

www.araspinall.co.uk
WE STOCK A FANTASTIC RANGE 

OF NATURAL PAVING
PRODUCTS COME AND VISIT 

OUR NEW DISPLAY AREA.

Bricks • Blocks • Lintels • Cement • Sand 
• Gravel • Hardcore • Timber • Fixings 

• Footwear • Decorating Supplies • Paving Slabs

Opening times: Mon to Fri 7.30am – 5pm

WE OFFER A FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE!

Local, Friendly & Reliable Plumber
           • Bathroom & Wetroom Installations
           • Commercial Work
           • Power Flushing
           • All types of Plumbing & 

Heating works undertaken
           • Gas & Boiler Servicing, 

including Boiler Installations
           • Legionella Testing 
           • Boiler Services (including Landlord

Certificates)
           • Breakdowns

07486 917892
mspplumbingheating@gmail.com

M.S.P
Plumbing & Heating
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FECA IN LANDBEACH

fantastic local support from the
many individual donors to our
Spend a Penny campaign, our
volunteers and members of the
Tithe Barn Trust. 
In addition, this work has been made possible by a
substantial award from the Postcode Community Trust,
a grant-giving charity funded entirely by players of the
People’s Postcode Lottery. The Tithe Barn Trust values
all the contributions made towards achieving this
significant goal. These fully accessible eco-toilets are
now installed and will be available from June whenever
the Barn is open. 
Manufactured in Europe by Kazuba, these high-quality
toilets work off-grid using just readily available solar
and wind energy. Their advanced but simple technology
ensures that the products of the aerobic
decomposition process are odourless and non-toxic.
Liquids evaporate through the chimney whilst the
more solid waste fully dries out and in time can be
used as a compost for trees and shrubs being planted

on the site. Importantly this results in overall low
maintenance and costs. It leaves a more
environment-friendly footprint with no water required,
nor sewage cleaning or travel mileages needed to
tackle this type of waste.
Landbeach Tithe Barn – The Tithe Barn Trust is a
small charity which looks after the over 500-year-old
Grade II listed Tithe Barn in Landbeach, near
Cambridge. Our mission is to ‘ensure the long-term
survival of the rare and ancient Tithe Barn, by
breathing new life into the site, for everyone to enjoy’.
The Landbeach Tithe Barn is one of just a handful of
buildings of its type remaining in Cambridgeshire. Ours
is unique with so many historic features including a
thatched roof, elm timber frame, timber granary and
brick threshing floor. Experts believe the barn may well
date to the medieval period.
The Tithe Barn Trust is grateful for support given over
the recent many years by our amazing public and
anonymous donors, members and grant providers.
Visit – there are events throughout the year. Check
our website www.tithebarntrust.org.uk/learning/
2022-events for details.

Continued from p39

A local Family run company offering:

• Driveway, Pa o and Decking Cleaning

• Carpet, Rug and Upholstery Cleaning

• Start/end of tenancy Cleaning

• Lawn cu!ng/maintenance –
    one‐off or regular bookings

• Shed and Fence Pain ng

• Other jobs by request

All Enquiries Welcome
E: mjtcleaningservices@outlook.com

M: 07760 457165
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COTTENHAM CRICKET CLUB
The club has made a pretty good start to the season
– the 1st team sitting top of their League and the 
2nd XI in second place in theirs. It will certainly not
be easy to maintain those positions, but the most
important thing for us is that our players get
maximum pleasure from their cricket and real
enjoyment from playing together.
Our junior programmes are well under way with
ECB All Stars and Dynamos. These are really fun
activities for boys and girls ages 5–8 and 8–11
respectively. They’re proving a great success. Our
under-11 squad, which is largely under-10s really, is
halfway through its summer term season. Given that
they had played no competitive cricket at all
beforehand, they are performing well and getting
better all the time. Despite often playing against
more experienced teams, they are holding their
own. We’ve already notched up one notable win
against Histon and are hopeful of more success in
the weeks to come. 
We have net practice on Wednesdays, 6–8pm at the
nets behind the Village College and there will still be a

few weeks to join in there if you feel like giving it a go. 
Club Contacts: cottenhamcc@yahoo.co.uk
www.cottenham.play-cricket.com, 
Facebook: Cottenham Cricket Club, 
Twitter: @CottenhamCrickt

Change-over time for under-11 batting pairs at the
recreation ground
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INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL

ADVICE IS BEST

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Services

Free Consultation.No obligation.

That’s the understanding when you talk to Nigel

Bolitho about how to make your finances work to

your best advantage.Get the benefit of his wide

experience in all investment matters

Mitchell House, High Street, Cottenham
Tel:(01954) 251521

Pensions      Savings      Investments

Protection Tax Avoidance

For sound, independent advice on all your

investment plans, talk to Nigel Bolitho

FREE CONSULTATION

NOOBLIGATION

Email: ncfb007@gmail.com
web: www.bvmoney.org.uk
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SUSTAINABLE
COTTENHAM
Saving landfill –
reusable cups at the Fen
Edge Festival (FEF): the
expanded reusable plastic
cups scheme, managed by
Sustainable Cottenham,
saved over 2,500 single
use plastic glasses from
landfill at the 2022 Fen
Edge Festival. It made a significant difference to
the event’s carbon footprint as well as reducing
the waste generated. However, there are still
further improvements to be made and we will be
looking at this for future festivals.
What we eat can help save the planet! Sustainable
Cottenham has produced a recipe book as part
of its Eco Eats project. The recipes are vegetarian
or vegan and have been recommended by
Cottenham residents as suitable for busy families.
They use seasonal and locally sourced
ingredients. We hope they will inspire and
encourage you to try some new ideas for
inexpensive planet-friendly meals.
The book costs £2.50 and if you would like to
pay for a copy of our recipe book by bank
payment, we are able to take payment online and
then deliver locally (Cottenham, Rampton,
Willingham, Landbeach and Waterbeach). To order a
book please email chris@sustainablecottenham.org.uk

Cottenham Repair Café at FEF – the Repair
Café at FEF was a hive of activity with people
bringing along bikes, clothing, electricals and even
a tent to be fixed – just in time for summer
holidays. Our dedicated team of volunteer
repairers carefully dismantled, stitched, tinkered,
tested and problem-solved, mending 30 items on
the day.
But the Repair Café is about much more than
getting your item fixed. You get to learn how your
possessions work and how to maintain them so
they don’t stop working again. You also come
away with an enthusiasm for repair and hopefully
feeling empowered to have a go at some yourself. 
One visitor who said they would now feel much
more confident to try a repair themselves said
the event was “Amazing. Well impressed with 
the repairer’s knowledge and helpfulness. 
Highly recommend.”
To hear about future Repair Cafés in Cottenham
follow us on Facebook @RepairCafeCham. Event
listings for all local Repair Cafés can be found at
www.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org/repair-cafe
Sustainable Cottenham at FEF – Our stall in
FEF’s new Ecozone featured our current themes
– Eco Eats, Plastic Free Cottenham and Nature
Recovery. Here are some moments from a 
busy weekend:
Cookery demo by Steve the Foraging Chef
– a masterclass in exploring the bold flavours of
plants we’ve forgotten to eat – packed with

surprises, such as a ground elder
pesto and a soup with pickled allium
seeds. 
Cookery demo by Chef Anthony
Pitcher of ‘Pop?’ – using vegetables,
herbs, flowers and fruit fresh from
the allotment to bring out pure
flavours and character. Both of our
two chefs were emphatic about
essentially zero food waste, with
practical tips on how to preserve and
use all the offcuts and trimmings.
Thanks to Cambridge Sustainable
Food for bringing the demos to FEF
as part of Eco Eats.

Sewing machine repair
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Boiler Installations
Bathroom Installations
Underfloor Heating Installations
Central Heating Installations
Boiler Servicing
Gas Safety Checks / Landlords
Boiler Breakdown
Emergency Call-outs

 
    
     

      

 
 

 
  

  
 

    
 

 

 
Mobile: 07496 503 770 
Office: 01954  781 478 
drakehandp@icloud.com

Facebook.com/drakehandp
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COTTENHAM COMMUNITY
CENTRE 
Volunteers – Perhaps you are new to the area – if
so, a warm welcome awaits you – volunteering at
the coffee shop is a great opportunity to meet
people, learn new skills, add to your CV and be part
of a very worthwhile community facility.  Please
contact Jane on 01954 202109 (when open) or
manager@cottenhamcc.org
The Coffee Shop is now open 10am–2pm, five days
a week and 10am–4.30pm on Mondays. Just come
along, or to reserve a table or to place a takeaway
order you can call us on 01954 202109 during
opening hours. There is some outside seating
available as well. Jane, Tricia, and the team look
forward to welcoming you. 
Come and enjoy a great coffee or tea or hot
chocolate, delicious scones and cake or great light
lunch from our menu. Bring your friends and family.
Please note the coffee shop (only) will be closed
Saturday 20 to Tuesday 30 August inclusive for a
summer break for our wonderful volunteers and staff.

Events – The music quiz at the Queen’s Jubilee
was a sell-out success and we had a super weekend
for Fen Edge Festival with a Disney film, Encanto,
which was enjoyed by lots of youngsters, and on
Saturday and Sunday computer gaming (many
thanks to Andrew Fell) and music from a number of
artists with special thanks to Dave Bradley. We
hope that you were able to pop in to experience
the great atmosphere and view the exciting and
special postcard entries in our competition. Our
special thanks to Annabelle Campbell for arranging
this competition.
Community Cinema on the first Sunday of the
month starting Sunday September 4. Please watch
for our adverts. Films starts at 7.30pm each time.
See top class films at a fraction of the cost and
without having to travel.  Full details at
www.facebook.com/CottenhamCommunityCinema
Also do check www.facebook.com/CottCommCentre
for other information
Funds and membership – We welcome your
support. Membership is just £15 (individual) or 

Continued on p49
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Call Peter on 01954 775088 or 07796 260735 

Over 30 years experience

THE GARDEN BOYS 
Fencing specialists

Paving, Patios,

Decking, Hedge Work,

Tur ng, Clearances. 

For a free quote no obligation 
Contact: John (old boy) 

Ian (young boy) 
01954 200251 or 07599 101924 
Gardenboys@hotmail.co.uk

48 FEN – Issue No. 114 – Autumn 2022



£10 (seniors) with a loyalty bonus of a free beverage
after you have bought ten drinks. You will also get a
10% discount on one-off room hire. 
Please download a membership form here:
www.cottenhamcc.org/membership/
We have been moving to saving energy and towards
becoming greener, with Infra-red heaters, LED
lighting with movement detectors as well as
insulation. We have now applied for grants to install
Solar panels and have begun a fundraising appeal.
Please do consider donating in the collection boxes,
or by card at the coffee shop (our Bank details are
also on the collection box) when you are visiting the
Community Centre.
If you can help with fundraising in any way for this
exciting project, please do get in touch – ideas welcome.  
Classes – Our classes include Pilates, Yoga, Adults’
Dance, Children’s Dance and Mucky Pups and are
running well. Do check with the class leader or the
community centre. We hope to have more classes soon.

There is a craft group (Tuesdays at 10am) and a
knitting group (Wednesdays at 10am) for adults in
the coffee shop. Also do come to DXD play (formerly
Dads Play) monthly, on Saturday mornings
If you would like to run a class (e.g., for
pre-schoolers) on behalf of the Centre, please
contact bookings@cottenhamcc.org
Room Hire – There are three rooms (main hall,
studio, coffee shop) for hire (full entertainment
licence etc held). Food provision can often be
arranged through the coffee shop. Children’s parties
and even a cinema party (we have all the equipment).
Our new stainless steel kitchen facilities off the hall
are great including for a pop-up café so if you are a
chef do consider this possibility. 
Contact: bookings@cottenhamcc.org
www.cottenhamcc.org
Please DO NOT come to the Community Centre 
if you feel at all unwell, thank you.
250a High Street Cottenham - Directly opposite 
the Co-op

Continued from p47
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COTTENHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Thursday Hub – Come and join
us at the Baptist Church for cake,
coffee, chat, and a five-minute
thought for the day.
10.30am–12pm every second
Thursday of the month.
Dates for this term: 
Thursday 8 September,
Thursday 13 October,
Thursday 10 November.
Sunday Brunch Service – On
the months with a fifth Sunday
we hold a special Sunday Brunch
Service which begins with bacon
and egg rolls, croissants, fruit, yogurts, coffee and tea.
You can join us for free to enjoy this along with our
morning quiz, and short service.  We begin at
10.30am.  Everyone is welcome.  Our next Sunday
Brunch Service is on Sunday 30 October.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
COTTENHAM WITH RAMPTON
Events
Saturday 24 September – Coffee Morning for
Macmillan from 10am in the Church Hall
Saturday 8 October – Messy Church Harvest
from 3.30pm in Church. Crafts, story, food 
and fun!
Sunday 9 October – Harvest Festival at 10.30am
Saturday 5 November – Time to Remember
service at 3pm in the Church. Remembering those
loved and lost.

Sunday 6 November – Back to Church Sunday.
We come together to affirm our faith. Whether we
attend regularly or once in a while, let’s all join at
this special service!

FRIENDS OF ALL
SAINTS COTTENHAM
We are a charitable trust that
raises funds to support the
maintenance and preservation of
Cottenham’s iconic Grade I listed
building. We hold events
throughout the year and we are working on several
more for the coming months. 
Events
A chamber concert by members of the Medlock
Ensemble at 3.30pm on Sunday 11 September
The full Medlock ensemble will perform at 4 pm on
Sunday 4 December.
Other events in the pipeline but without a settled
date at the time of writing are:
A Family Quiz Night at All Saints Hall. A quiz to test
your general knowledge, popular and academic,
which everyone can participate in while enjoying
some general conviviality. 
A Winter 2022–3 Astronomy Evening back by
popular demand. A chance to see the heavens
through a telescope under expert supervision from
local expert astronomers with talks and burgers.
Check our website for latest information and
confirmation of dates:
www.friendsofallsaintscottenham.com
Contact: friendsofallsaintscottenham@gmail.com

COTTENHAM BOWLS CLUB
After having little or no bowls in 2020/21, 2022 has seen plenty of activity at the bowls club. We have 6
league teams and, to date, this year has seen many of the teams winning more than they are losing.
There are outdoor bowls matches until the end of August, with matches being played at the Recreation
Ground most Monday and Friday afternoons with league matches in the evening on two or three
evenings each week. For those who do not know, the bowls green is situated on the Recreation
Ground; after coming down the driveway turn left and the bowls club is right at the end. Please do
consider just taking a walk or ride up to the bowls club and see all of the action taking place – you may
even get a cup of tea.
In the winter months there is short mat bowls in the club house. This a good place to meet, put the
world to rights and have a friendly game of short mat bowls.
If you are interested in playing bowls either outdoors in the Summer or indoors in the Winter, 
please contact either Glen Clarke (01954 250085) or Christine Forster (01954 202782). 
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‘The Secret Garden’
Hair by Rachel

Welcome to my highly prestigious hair salon 
in Telegraph Street, Cottenham.

I am a qualified principal stylist with extensive experience of
working in a number of high-end salons. 

NoW opeN daIly MoN - SaT
also offering ear piercing, lash and brow tinting.

For appointments, details on services and 
prices please see my Facebook page 
'The Secret Garden, Hair by Rachel' 
or contact me on 07712 111173.

I very much look forward to 
seeing you soon!

King & Co Solicitors
238 High Street Cottenham

Cambridge CB24 8RZ
Tel: 01954 251818

Open:
Mon-Thurs

9.00am - 5.00pm
Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm

CAR PARK AT OFFICE
FREE VERBAL OR WRITTEN QUOTATIONS GIVEN

OFFICES IN CENTRAL
CAMBRIDGE AS WELL
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COTTENHAM COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST LTD
Despite the number of so-called affordable homes being
built in Cottenham, few are affordable for local people.
Cottenham’s approved Neighbourhood Development
Plan endorses the independently assessed need for 90
or so locally-affordable homes. The occupiers will not
be supported by housing benefits but fall into the
so-called squeezed middle who neither qualify for social
housing nor can afford the supposedly affordable homes
being offered in SW Cottenham – £160K currently
being asked for just a 50% share.

Building locally-affordable homes around Cottenham
village is a challenge, requiring co-operation of the
land-owner, architects, developers, builders and
government to make the finances work. However,
thanks in part to the Neighbourhood Plan, no new
housing sites in Cottenham have yet been allocated
under that draft plan, despite the 49,000 new homes
targeted in the plan period.

If successful we will aim, with our project partners, to
raise funds from various community-led housing funds

through Homes England, the Cambridgeshire &
Peterborough Combined Authority and others to
deliver around 30 of those locally-affordable
carbon-free homes as soon as possible.
You can still join us for just £1 lifetime membership; 
ask for a membership application form and/or come
along to our Annual General Meeting in late November.
Contact: admin@cottenhamclt.org.uk and our
Facebook page – Cottenham Community Land Trust.

FIRS HOUSE & TELEGRAPH
STREET PPG
The Patient Participation Group (PPG) is made up of
patients registered with the Firs House Practice, which
includes Telegraph Street Surgery. We have discussed with
the Practice items such as the telephone system and
website, aggression shown to staff by some patients,
managing appointments, hospital referrals, Covid-19 jabs,
staff shortages caused by Covid-19 infections and patient
demand greatly in excess of pre-pandemic levels.
You can contact us via email at firsppg@gmail.com, or
drop a letter addressed to the PPG chair, at either 
Firs House or Telegraph Street surgeries.
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P S Dean Roofing
Tradi�onal Roofing Contractors

Slates, Tiles, Gu�ering, Chimneys and Re‐poin�ng
Re‐roofing, Repairs, Lead‐work, Free Quota�ons

01223 572504     07752 711175
paul@psdeanroofing.co.uk    www.psdeanroofing.co.uk

Established Local Business
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COTTENHAM UNITED
FOOTBALL CLUB
Currently the Club has one team playing in the
Cambridgeshire Kershaw League Division 1A. We
finished the 2021/22 season very strongly indeed
after playing our final two games away against the
top two sides, Debden and Melbourn. We drew at
Debden, which put them at the top of the table,
but Melbourn could overhaul them by beating us a
week later. We put in one of our best
performances winning 2–1 and ending Melbourn’s
Championship hopes. We were cheered on by a
large group of supporters, including, unsurprisingly,
several of the Debden squad. It was a really great
effort from the team which gave us a 4th place finish
and an outside chance of promotion, which has still
yet to be decided by the League.
Huge congratulations are due to all the team,
which has got stronger and more confident
throughout the season, and to Harry West
(Manager) and Toby Burkett (Assistant Manager)

who have done a magnificent job in their first
season at the helm. This was essentially a new team
starting out in a new League and we couldn’t have
asked for any more from them. Really well done!

By the time you’re reading this, pre-season training
will have just got under way so it’s an ideal time to
come along. We will be training twice a week on
the field at the back of Cottenham Village College
from the week beginning Monday 4 July.  Anyone
interested in joining us to keep the Red and Blacks
moving forward will be very welcome indeed.
Please just contact us at
cottenhamunitedfc@hotmail.com to check the
days and times in case anything has changed
between now and then!

And please check out our website,
www.cottenhamunitedfc.co.uk  for our Twitter,
Instagram and Facebook links. We are all very
excited about the 2022/23 season and the
prospects of the team’s progress and development.
It’s definitely a good time to join us.

COTTENHAM RENEGADES
RUFC
The welcome return to full contact rugby in the
Autumn has seen Cottenham Renegades do well in
Eastern Counties Division 1 West. As the final
games were played, Renegades managed to sneak
past Shelford 3 into second place behind
Cambridge 3. The last two games saw record
breaking score lines with Renegades beating
Haverhill 69–0 and Cantabrigians 2 74–0.

Finishing in the top two was important because the
top two teams from each of the Eastern County
leagues (West, North and South) then play each
other in a second-round league. The results against
Cambridge carry over into that round sadly (as
they beat Renegades twice in fiercely contested
games). The second league saw Renegades pitched
against Wymondham 2, North Walsham 2, 
Ipswich 2 and Sudbury 2.

The second half of the league is necessarily a
higher standard as it features the top two teams
from the three East of England leagues. A good win
over Wymondham (12-24), was followed by a
complete annihilation at Sudbury (83-7), where

their second team was greatly enhanced with first
team players whose game that day was cancelled.
This was followed by another brutal defeat from
North Walsham when they came to Cottenham
(12–85). The following week Renegades travelled to
North Walsham and although the home side won
in the end (54-45), the losing dressing room was in
high spirits after that game.  Sudbury came to
Cottenham and without their first team
enhancements were beaten 29-25 in a riveting
game. This was followed by a closely fought battle
with Ipswich which they won 18-24 (having pulled
out of the first game against Renegades). The last
game of the season saw Wymondham come to
Cottenham and a good win for Renegades who
beat them 38–14 in a dazzling display of flowing
rugby from both sides.
So, Cottenham Renegades came second in the
Eastern Counties West Division 1 West League and
third in the following shield competition. As a result
of this excellent performance, Renegades have
been promoted to Counties 2 Eastern Counties
league; so new challenges for next season as
Renegades will face some new opponents such as
Woodbridge, Wisbech and Fakenham.
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COTTENHAM WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE
As we are moving on through
the Summer, we are now
looking at our late
Summer/Autumn programme.
Our recent meetings have
encouraged new members who
are enjoying our events and we look forward to
hopefully finding more people will come along 
and join us. 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
month at the Cottenham Village Hall from
7.30–9.30pm. The following meetings are arranged
for the next 3 months:
Wednesday 14 September – Flower Arranging
with Wayne Bailey Flowers
Wednesday 12 October – The Band of Ukes, an
evening of Musical fun
Wednesday 9 November – Talk by Brian
Eversham, CEO of the

Bedfordshire/Cambridgeshire/Northamptonshire
wildlife trust
To cover our August meeting, we will be holding a
Coffee Morning/Open House at Cottenham
Community Centre (as the Coffee Shop will be on
their well-deserved summer break).  All are
welcome to join in this event where you will be able
to buy tea/coffee along with cakes to enjoy. A raffle
will also be there to tempt you!
An extra Event: Thursday 1 September – Visit to
Sandringham House. We have a few seats remaining
on our coach trip for this visit to the Royal
Residence in Norfolk.  The house is only open at
certain times of the year and with this Jubilee year it
will be a chance to see extra exhibits on display. The
cost of entry to the House and coach fare is £40. If
you are interested, please contact Margaret Squires
on 01954 488427.
We look forward to the coming meetings and hope
you are able to enjoy them with us.  
Contact: CottenhamWI@outook.com  
and also Facebook at Cottenham WI

COTTENHAM UNITED COLTS FC
As the football season is coming to a close, we are
able to celebrate a really successful year for
Cottenham Colts. We managed to provide football
to our community with 15 boys teams from U6s
right through to U18s, 7 girls teams, a flourishing
Monday night soccer school and a well-established
Wildcats centre. 
This year our U18 girls made it to a cup final, which
wasn’t to be – but they gave it their all and as always
did our club proud. 

Our U14 girls, formed 3 years ago, are home grown
from our Cottenham Wildcats Centre. The first
season was tough for the girls losing all games
heavily. This season they played with all the usual
enthusiasm and fun.  
As the season progressed, they started to believe
their dream might just become a reality. Their work
rate and never-say-die attitude meant they went
through the league season unbeaten. They truly
deserve to be called champions. Well done ladies,
you are amazing.

Special thanks go to the Parish
Council for allowing us to use the
new village hall and recreation ground
and to celebrate in the new Lounge
bar. Thank you to Jo and Jez Brook for
all their support on the day and
helping it flow so well. 
We also say farewell to our U18
boys, who have finished their season
playing Colts football and 
a huge thank you to their manager
Benoit Macon who has been with
them their entire Colts journey. 

First ever League title for a Cottenham ladies side Continued on p59
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IMPINGTON
ROOFING SERVICES LTD

ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL,
GRANT WORK UNDERTAKEN,
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

NEW ROOFS - RE-ROOFS - REPAIRS
• Slates • Tiles • Felt • Commercial Roof Sheeting

• Chimney Rebuilding & Re-pointing
• Guttering • Leadwork • uPVC Cladding

ALL WORK GUARANTEED • FREE ESTIMATES
HIGHLY COMPETITIVE PRICES

PROMPT, RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEES

COMMERCIAL ROOF SHEETING & CLADDING

(01223) 441852 MOBILE: 07836 296012
01223-441847 (FAX)
www.impington-roofing.co.ukUnit 6, Convent Drive Ind Est, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9QT
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On Sunday 29 May we held our Cottenham Colts
tournament which was attended by over 800
children! It was such a great day and was really
lovely to watch the children from U6s to U14s from
all over the county with their friends, playing the
game with the right attitude. We also hosted a taster

session for the U5s, which was really well attended,
and we hope to see more of them next season. 

A huge thank you to all of our sponsors, volunteers,
coaches, referees, children and their families for
supporting us. We had fantastic feedback from the
day, and we are already planning and looking forward
to next year. 

Continued from p57

COTTENHAM CARE CAR
We need your help
Happily, we are, at last, getting the best of Covid-19 and our clients are slowly coming back. 
We are here ready and waiting but we have lost a number of drivers, so are asking for more volunteers.
During Covid-19, a great many people willingly volunteered to help in countless ways, which included
volunteer driving.  I hope that some of the latter found they liked what they were doing and, even though
they have returned to their work, would still be able to offer their services at times.
Importantly, there is no fixed commitment, you can pick and choose what you do. All expenses are covered.
Please feel free to talk to us.
Also, as our present Coordinator is getting older, we would like to recruit volunteer Deputy Coordinators
who can take the phone for a day.  This would suit someone who does not want to drive but who can’t get
out much and would like something meaningful to do.
Contact: Gerry Brett on 01954 251929, 07731 639799 or carecar@btinternet.com
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cambswaterbeach@hotmail.co.uk

The Complete Gas Heating and Plumbing Company

Plumbing • Heating • Gas
Bathrooms • Water Softeners

Property Maintenance
Tel: 01954 204044 • Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk

Email: service@entiregroup.co.uk
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COTTENHAM PRIMARY
SCHOOL PTCA
Many thanks for supporting our events over the last
few months, especially our Jubilee weekend and the
Fen Edge Festival summer dance.  Our Annual Quiz
and AGM will be held on Friday 14 October at
7pm at Cottenham Primary School Hall, the first
time in two years, so look out for details.

Here are some ways to help support our school:

Easyfundraising – (www.easyfundraising.org.uk)
you can shop with over 2,000 retailers like Amazon,
Tesco, Argos, M&S and eBay. We'll receive a donation
with every qualifying purchase you make. It won't
cost you anything, and you can even save money with
special offers and voucher codes.

Unwanted currency – If you have any foreign
coins, or British coins that are no longer legal tender,
then pop them in an envelope marked "PTCA" and
hand them in to the school. As a charity we are able
to exchange them for cash! 

Amazon smile – visit smile.amazon.co.uk and
select Cottenham Primary School PTA as your
chosen charity. Continue shopping via
www.smile.amazon.co.uk (or enable Smile in your
Amazon app) and we'll benefit every time you shop. 
My School Fund – (www.myschoolfund.org) this
website lets you link your debit/credit card to your
school, so that when you spend with participating
retailers, both you and CPS PTCA will receive e-gift
cards based on a percentage of your overall spend. 
DonateMySchool – We have a crowdfunding
appeal to help raise funds. If you can make a one-off
donation or would like to set up a regular payment,
however small, then you can do so easily at
www.donatemyschool.com/cps-ptca. 
We can even boost your donation by 25% if you
qualify for Gift Aid. 
Other initiatives – keep an eye on CPS PTCA's
Facebook page for more quick and easy ways to help.
If you know of another scheme that we should be
taking part in, then please let us know!

Friendly Grimsby Fishman – bringing 
Fresh Fish, Smoked Fish and Shellfish 

from the shore to your door

Visit us
Haddenham High Street
Tuesday 09.30 to 10.30
The Barley Mow Histon 

Wednesday 09.30 to 11.30
Home deliveries available

Tuesday
Rampton and Willingham

Wednesday
Landbeach and Waterbeach

Thursday
Cottenham

Please call John Leyland on 07584 578315
for more information and 
to arrange your delivery

FRESH

GRIMSBY FISH

Established 1989
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www.ivettandreed.co.uk • 01223 213500

615 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8PA • Open Mon-Fri • FREE parking

62 FEN – Issue No. 114 – Autumn 2022



CYCLING WITHOUT AGE
COTTENHAM
The Cycling without Age Cottenham project will not be
able to continue. This difficult decision has been reached
after two years of careful work by a small organising
group.  Our foundation corresponded with the
emergence of Covid, and the pandemic put our plans
onto a longer timeframe from a very early stage.
Unfortunately, during that time period, although we
have gained fundraising support from Co-op customers
and a valuable link with the Community Trishaw
operated by Histon and Impington (HI) Friends, the
personal circumstances of our organisers have changed
significantly, making it much harder to manage a
community project based in Cottenham.
We are grateful to those who encouraged us and
responded positively to our community survey last

Spring/ Summer.  We had offers of passengers to ride
the trishaw, and a number of potential pilots.  We did
not have anyone who felt able to give their time and
energy to developing the group and managing the
activities that need to happen behind the scenes, which
is what we need lots of at this point.
It is with great regret that we have therefore decided
to end the project.  Arrangements are in place to
return the Co-op Community funds to them – we
believe these will be distributed to the other
“Cottenham good causes for 2021–22”.  We are 
hugely appreciative of the support of the Fen Edge
Community Association, who have backed us and 
been our bankers throughout.  The offer to work in
partnership with HI Friends to make use of the trishaw
remains, and the Facebook page will remain open 
in the short term to advise people of the status of 
the project.

COTTENHAM AND RAMPTON
LUNCH AND SOCIAL CLUB
(Formerly Cottenham Day Centre)
We continue to grow both in membership and
volunteers since changing our name. Our members
socialise and a have a freshly cooked 2-course meal
on Tuesdays.
We have had a very busy June. We joined in the
Jubilee lunch at Cottenham Village Hall on a very
wet day. Our stall ran Name the Bear and How Many
Sweets in the Jar activities. Several of our members
came and helped and enjoyed the day. 
On 23 June we put on an event at the Fen Edge
Festival providing free tea in the marquee for 120
Fen Edge pensioners. It was a lot of hard work and
organisation, but it was enjoyed by all.  We were
very lucky having help from a lot of people and
organisations. AVEVA provided sponsorship and a
member of staff to help on the day. Emmaus loaned
us china, Les Ward donated the flowers, Ralph
Carpenter and Cottenham Village Society set up a
very interesting display, Maire Collins organised the
quiz for us, Peggy Heap did the flowers on the tables
and the Gough family allowed us to use their
kitchen to prepare the food and provided
manpower when needed.  Our fantastic team of
Lunch club volunteers made cakes and sandwiches
and had much fun and laughter!! 
If you would like to join our volunteers or become a
member contact Pauline Brown on 07708 425720
or chair@cottenhamdaycentre.co.uk

COTTENHAM THEATRE
WORKSHOP
Tickets for The Nutcracker, our 2022 Christmas
Spectacular, will soon be on sale!
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through
the house, not a creature was stirring, not even a…
Mouse King?! 
Cottenham Theatre Workshop’s latest Christmas
Spectacular will be an adaptation of The Nutcracker.
Based on the German novel, The Nutcracker and the
Mouse King by E.T.A. Hoffman and drawing elements
from the film The Nutcracker and the Four Realms,
our latest Christmas show promises to serve lots of
festive magic for the whole family to enjoy and will be
directed by long-standing Cottenham Theatre
Workshop member Gary Unwin-Riches.
The show will run from Wednesday 30 November
– Saturday December 3, at Cottenham Village
College. Weekday performances begin at 7.30pm and
there are two performances on Saturday 3 December,
a matinee showing at 1.00pm and an evening showing
at 5.30pm.
Tickets will be available from mid-October via our
website, www.cottenhamtheatre.com or through our
third-party provider Ticketsource by calling 0333 666
4466 (additional booking fee applies).
For any issues/queries, please email us at
cottenhamtheatre@gmail.com and we’ll do our best
to help.
We hope to see many of you at the performances,
enjoy the show!

FECA IN COTTENHAM
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COTTENHAM TENNIS
CLUB
Tennis is fun and free! A great time was
had by little’uns and older kids as well as
dads and mums at the FEF. The Sports
Centre opened the courts for us, we
provided equipment and everyone really hit
it off for two hours. Toby from Game Set
Tennis coached youngsters from 3 years old
for free and what a joy it was to see their
response to his directions.
Toby continues his influential ways at the
summer camp from Monday 8 to Friday
19 August designed for different age
groups: 3–6, 7–11 and 12–16. Bookings via
www.gamesettennis.co.uk 
Family tournament in October, date to 
be confirmed, at CVC. Book via Toby at
www.gamesettennis.co.uk
On the horizon: weekly coaching and, hopefully,
cardio tennis will start again in September. 
Check www.cottenhamtennis.co.uk for dates.

Remember the half-price youth membership offer to
students aged 11 to 21 – £10 for the rest of this
year (until 31 March 2023) and no court fees to pay
in club hours. Email info@cottenhamtennis.co.uk to
take up the offer. Don’t forget the grass courts at
the Recreation Ground. They are available to all for
tennis play – book via www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/
CottenhamTennisClub/Booking

FECA IN COTTENHAM

Coach Toby with the tiny tots at play
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Louise qualified as a dog groomer at the College of West Anglia and groomed at a local parlour for 4 years
before starting Waggle Bumz in June 2015. She has vast experience with most breeds of dogs and has a keen
interest in their wellbeing. Waggle Bumz is based at a convenient and secure location in Cottenham where
your dog can feel safe and relaxed.

Give your dog a treat ‐ book today: 01954 252869
Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm

67 Histon Road, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8UF
www.wagglebumz.co.uk

A few comments from our satisfied customers

Waggle Bumz always does a great job with our dog.
He is never too short but is really neat and tidy, feels
and smells gorgeous and they take good care!

Professional staff truly love all their doggie clients.
Doggie kisses are mandatory

Waggle Bumz is lovely. Patch enjoys going and
meeting friends. I feel so relaxed leaving Patch in your
care. I would definitely recommend you and to my
own clients as I’m a dog walker!

Puppy Package (from £20)

Ideal for puppies from 3-6 months,
to get them used to the parlour
environment.
Pamper your
puppy with a
bath and
brush,
followed by
nail, foot and
facial trim.
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